
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Week 3 

Thursday July 29th, 2021  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder           Persevere     Believe         Create  

       Respect      •     Responsibility         Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

Friday, 30th 
Gr. 1/2 Mass - 9:15 
Students only 

 

Friday, 20th 

Prep Class Mass - 9:15am 
 
Kryal Castle Chess  
Tournament - TBC 

AUGUST 
Sunday, 1st 

Prep Community Mass - 
10:30am 

 
-
  
 

Monday, 23rd to 
Friday, 27th Book Week & Book Fair 

Wednesday, 4th Gr. 3/4 Mass - 9:15am 

 

Wednesday, 25th 
First Communion  
Preparation Evening -  
with Denise Arnel - 7:00pm 

Thursday, 5th 
Parent-Teacher-Student 
Interviews - by telephone 

 

Sunday, 29th 
1st Holy Communion 
- 10:30am 

Friday, 13th Gr. 5/6 Mass - 9:15am 
 

Wednesday, 1st Gr. 3/4 Mass - 9:15am 

Sunday, 15th 

Feast of the Assumption Mass 
- 10:30am 
 
Mt. Alexander Bushwalk 
following Mass - pls see P & F 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Friday, 3rd 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Staff Professional  
   Development 



 

  

Help Us to Remember the Smallest Amongst Us 
 

O God from everlasting to everlasting, God of our childhood, God of our future, we have come to this 

day and we give you praise.  
 

We praise you, aware that life is brief and our days are measured – as fragile as the grass and the flow-

er in the song of the psalmist: ‘one gust of wind and their glory is gone.’ 
 

There are times when we encounter you in the small and the ordinary moments of grace, when we 

glimpse you in what is earthy and transitory. 
 

In a glance, a sound, a symbol, a touch, in the fleeting moment filled  with infinite grace, in the     

parables as we hear them again, and remember that, in these small things, we find echoes of your 

Kingdom. 
 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 

and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 

shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  

(Mt 13:31-32) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, help us to remember the smallest amongst us. Well nurtured they can achieve the greatest 

wonders. Like the birds that build nests in the branches of the tree, help us build places imbued with 

love, that enable life and growth.   Amen. 

 
 
Dear families,  
 

It feels like I have said this too many times and I hope this is the last time, but welcome back again  af-
ter yet another lockdown. No lockdown is easy but you can clearly see the advantage of doing them 
when other nearby states are grappling to get things under control. Again, I thank you for playing your 
role and sincerely look forward to re-establishing some normality as quickly and as safely as we can. 
 
School Operations post lockdown:  
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria (CECV) updated the Operations Guide late last night. As 
you are aware, I get the same information from the media as you do and then it takes some time for 
CECV to synthesise the information and make it specific for schools. Now that this is available, can I 
please ask you to only come on site if it is essential by appointment.  



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

As part of the changes to keep our school safe and reduce the impact of any future outbreaks, we are 
required to implement COVID-safe behaviours. These include the following strategies to promote 
physical distancing, minimise mixing between groups and limit access to school grounds to only those 
providing essential services: 
 

Non-Essential Visitors – including parents/carers:  
Non-essential visitors, including parents and carers, are not permitted onto school grounds.   
 

QR Code Sign In:   
In the rare cases that parents, guardians and visitors are required to attend to a matter onsite, please 
sign in using the Service QR Codes available at each of the reception entrance. 
 

Face Masks:  
Along with our staff, parents, guardians and visitors must wear a face mask at school at all times     
indoors and outdoors when onsite (unless a lawful exception applies). Teachers are not required to 
wear masks whilst in the classroom with students. 
 

Physical Distancing:  
Parents, guardians and visitors must observe physical distancing measures, including at ‘drop off’ and 
‘pick up’ times. 
 

School Gatherings:  
All school gathering such as assemblies and school events are deferred at this time (will be updated 
via newsletter or SeeSaw when possible). 
 

School Incursions and Excursions:  
Incursions are not permitted. Excursions can take place with students from single schools only. 
 

Outside Hours School Care (OSHC)  
Out of School Care has resumed immediately upon return to onsite learning. 
 

I understand and empathise with the feelings of disconnect between school and home. As a school, 
we are making every effort to maintain communication channels in an effective and timely manner. It 
is unfortunate that, at this time, the restrictions imposed upon us limit our capacity to engage in the 
best communication: face-to-face, real time conversations. 
 
 

 



 

  

Rescheduled Parent Teacher Interviews 
Now that we have clear information and guidance about the current restrictions, all parent teacher 
interviews that were postponed from Thursday 15th July are now rescheduled for Thursday 5th August 
via phone. Unless we hear from you, we will follow the same timetable.  
 
2022 Prep enrolments 
We are currently in the process of accepting enrolments for Foundation for 2022. If there are any      
siblings (of current students) who have not yet enrolled, could parents please do so ASAP, to allow us 
to continue our planning for next year. Enrolment forms are available at the office, or on our website. 
There is a lot of information on our website for both current and prospective families. 
 
School closure - Friday 3rd September 
We have a school closure day here at St Mary’s on Friday 3rd September. Students do not attend school 
on this day. The staff will be engaged in the continued focus professional development on the science 
of learning and the function of the brain. It will be facilitated by Dr Jared Cooney Horvath from the  
University of Melbourne. The insights and learning we will get from these sessions will continue to   
enhance the learning environment and learning culture we both advocate and aspire to. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 
 

Child safety, policies and reports 
 

St. Mary’s School places the highest priority on the care, wellbeing and protection of children and 
young people. Founded in Christ and sustained by faith, we seek to fulfil our mission of enabling 
each student to come into the fullness of their own humanity. This includes paying attention to the 
inherent dignity of children and young people, and their fundamental right to be respected,         
nurtured and safeguarded by all.  
 

Since our change of governance to MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic School Ltd.) many      
policies have been reviewed and updated. There are key policies that are available on our website 
including, but not limited to: 
-        Child Safety Policy 
-        Child Safety Code of Conduct 
-        Mandatory Reporting (including our internal process) 
-        Complaints Handling 
-        Pastoral Care 
 

Catholic schools must comply with legal obligations related to mandatory reporting and managing 
the risk of child abuse and ensure that all school policies and procedures are continually reviewed 
and updated to reflect Victorian legislative requirements. 
 

Additionally, our Annual Report for the 2020 school year is now available in the policies and docu-
ment section. 
 

At St. Mary’s we have an emphasis on child safety during our recruitment process for staff and    
volunteers. There is an emphasis on child safety through our advertising and extensive screening 
processes. All staff and volunteers receive induction, through staff induction procedures and are 
aware of their child safety responsibilities, including maintaining a current working with children 
check. 



 

  

 
 
 

P & F News . . . 

 
 

 

LADIES NIGHT:  Further information to follow. 
 

SUSHI LUNCH ORDER DAY:  Orders to be in by 5:00pm on the Thursday.  
 

BREAKFAST CLUB: 

Further information to follow when this will resume. 
 

STUDENT SPECIAL LUNCH DAY: 

We have a fish and chip day coming up on Tuesday, 14th September, when students also 
get the opportunity to wear their favourite football colours (in readiness for the footy  
finals).  Details of ordering TBA.  
 

TERM 3 SOCIAL EVENT - Sunday 15th August:  

Join with our school community for 10:30am mass followed by a bush walk and campfire 
at Leanganook, Mt Alexander. BYO picnic lunch. Marshmallows provided! (Subject to 
COVID restrictions).  
 

NEXT MEETING:   

Date to be advised.  
 

Book Week 2021 

Monday 23rd to Friday 27th August 

The world of books will be celebrated once 

again during the annual Book Week activities.    

Students will have the opportunity to enjoy a 

range of books that have been shortlisted for 

various awards by the Children's Book Council 

of Australia (CBCA). The CBCA is a not for 

profit organisation which aims to engage the 

community with literature for young Australi-

ans. The CBCA presents the annual Children’s 

Book of the Year Awards to books of  literary 

merit, recognising their contribution to Aus-

tralian children’s literature. 

The school will also be holding a Book Fair in 

which students will be able to purchase books.  

Dates and times for book sales will be advised 

in the upcoming newsletters.  

                                  



 

  

 

 

We would like to wish the following student a very  
happy birthday for next week: 

 Chan Lawal : August 1st  
 Ngor Lawal : August 1st 
 Oliver Grainger : August 4th 



 

  

 
 

‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’ 

NATIONAL TREE DAY - SUNDAY, 1ST AUGUST 

 

National Tree Day, proudly sponsored by Toyota Australia, was 
co-founded in 1996 by Planet Ark and Olivia Newton-John. 

It has now grown into Australia’s largest community tree planting 
and nature protection event as we strive to see over one  
million new trees, shrubs and grasses planted each year. 

 
National Tree Day is a call to action for all Australians to put their 

hands in the earth and give back to their community. 
Each year, about 300,000 people volunteer their time to  

engage in environmental activities that educate individuals  
about the world around them.  

It’s a day to venture outdoors and get to know your 
community, and most importantly, to have fun! 

 
If you’d like to get involved in a planting, visit 
https://treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/ 

 

 

REMINDER . . .  

 
 

The collection for bread bags and bread bag tags will end 

this Friday, 30th July. 

Please leave any that you have in the collection area just 

outside the office window by Friday afternoon.  Thank you. 
 



 

  

Community News . . . 


