
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Week 6 

Thursday August 19th, 2021  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder           Persevere     Believe         Create  

       Respect      •     Responsibility         Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

AUGUST 
23rd to 
Friday, 27th 

Book Week & Book Fair 

Dress Up Day - Monday, 23rd 

 

Tuesday, 14th 
Sporting Colour Dress Up 
& Special Lunch 

Wednesday, 25th 
First Communion  
Preparation Evening -  
with Denise Arnel - 7:00pm 

 
-
  
 

Friday, 17th 

Whole School Mass -  
9:15am 
 
Last day of Term 3 - 
2:30pm finish 

Sunday, 29th 

1st Holy Communion 
- 10:30am 
Year 5 
 

 

OCTOBER 
Monday, 4th  

Term 4 commences 

SEPTEMBER 
Friday, 3rd 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Staff Professional  
   Development 

 

Friday, 8th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Staff Professional  
   Development 

Sunday, 12th 

1st Holy Communion 
- 10.30am 
Year 4 
 
Mt. Alexander Bushwalk 
POSTPONED TO TERM 4 
 

 

Wednesday, 27th School Production 



 

  

 

A Prayer for the 21 Century  

~ John Marsden 
May the road be free for the journey 
May it lead where it promised it would 
May the stars that gave ancient bearing 
Be seen, still be understood. 
May every aircraft fly safely,  
May every traveler be found, 
May sailors in crossing the ocean 
Not hear the cries of the drowned. 
May gardens be wild, like jungles, 
May nature never be tamed, 
May dangers create of us heroes, 
May fears always have names. 
May the mountains stand to remind us 
Of what it means to be young, 
May we be outlived by our daughters 
May we be outlived by our sons. 
May the bombs rust away in the bunkers, 
And the doomsday clock not be rewound, 
May the solitary scientists working, 
Remember the holes in the ground. 
May the knife remain in the holder, 
May the bullet stay in the gun, 
May those who live in the shadows 
Be seen by those in the sun. 
 

 
 

Dear families, 

The weather is brilliant, the students are excited about learning opportunities, there are 
many smiling faces around, the staff are up and about with enthusiasm with current 
and future learning experiences for their students, green team and ResourceSmart is in 
full swing….it’s great to be alive!  
 
School Review: 
What a fabulous couple of weeks it has been working through the process of school  
review! We have been able to celebrate our many achievements as a school community 
over the review cycle (past 5 years). As a learning community, we have been able to 
identify our current strengths through a combination of focus groups discussions, data 
sources and individual perspectives as well as identifying key areas for future growth. 
The final phase of the review is later in the term where our staff will participate in the 
dialogue and engagement session.  



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The purpose of this session is to discuss recommendations for immediate and future 
growth at St. Mary’s. It’s an exciting time! From my final discussion with Mike Rowland 
yesterday, St. Mary’s has an incredibly bright future with some innovative recommen-
dations in the pipeline to drastically increase student voice and enhance contemporary 
educational processes. Our ongoing work in educational neuroscience is the perfect 
conduit for going further! 
 
Celebrating Community Partnerships: 
The 5/6 students have recently undertaken extensive work in exploring literacy in 
newspapers. As part of this venture, they have reached out to local businesses to write 
feature articles about their practices and get to know a bit more about their opera-
tions. DON Smallgoods was so impressed with the article written about their business 
that they have sent a hamper to the 5/6 students to celebrate and thank them for their 
work. 
 



 

  

COVID19:  
Staff have continued to plan the curriculum with the continuity of learning at the fore-
front of their minds in case we snap into and out of lockdowns. We have an onsite     
supervision roster in place, will distribute the supervision request form ASAP and 
teachers will share their planning and timetables via Seesaw and deliver some lessons 
via Google Meet. Unfortunately, it is a current reality that there is a chance we will 
have more lockdowns and as a team, we reflect on how we could improve next time. 
Please chat with your child’s classroom teacher if you need some ideas, suggestions or 
assistance with remote learning so we can strengthen our partnerships and continually 
improve. 
 
Attendance:  
This is a priority area from MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd.). It is 
of paramount importance that our students have regular attendance at school. Just 
one day away per fortnight equates to nearly 1.5 years away from school over the 13 
years of a child’s schooling journey. Please let us know if your child is going to be away. 
If you are experiencing challenges in getting your child to school, we are exceptionally 
keen to work with you to maximise the continuity of learning and foster social relation-
ships. There has been a trend of school refusal noted by all schools both in regional   
Victorian and Melbourne as a direct result of the start-stop momentum caused by lock-
downs. 
 
We have more exciting initiatives underway at the moment and can’t wait to welcome 
everyone back into the school grounds and buildings. Fingers crossed it will be soon! 
 
Have a great week ahead! 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 



 

  

 

GREEN TEAM! 
 

This week green team have been cleaning up the veggie garden and rock 
wall. 

 
They have also found a highway of 
rats!  
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=gardening+tools+cartoon+pictures&id=BFB8C09074353FEDE9DCDE5CAD33D53B62B4A699&FORM=IQFRBA


 

  

 

St Mary’s Book Fair 

Read all about it!!! 

 

St Mary’s Book Fair sales is set to commence on Wednesday 

25th August and finish on  

Wednesday 1st September 2021 

 

The venue for the Fair is the school library. 

Students from each grade will have opportunities throughout the week to view the books 

and complete their wish list that will be provided by the classroom teacher. 

Purchasing items can be achieved in one of two ways: 

1. Pay by cash 

Provide the required amount of money in a sealed envelope along with the wish list 

and hand the order into the front office.  Your purchases will be forwarded to your 

child/ren. 

2.Online order 

Follow the directions on the back of the wish list to purchase the books online. Fill in 

your given receipt  number, return wish 

list back to classroom teacher and your 

purchases will be forwarded to your 

child/ren. 

Orders for all items will be accepted up 

to and including Wednesday 1st          

September. 

In the case of  high demand for particu-

lar books and the stock is depleted, a     

re-order will be put in and the book/s 

will be forwarded to the student/s ASAP. 

The Book Fair is a very exciting time for 

students to view the many different types 

of books on offer.   

A percentage of all book sales will go    

towards purchasing new reading         

material for the school and enhance the 

students of St Mary’s reading journey. 

 



 

  

 

Please remember that when you see the flags displayed and a Supervisor 

present, you must cross at the School Crossing………..it is the safest place 

to cross the road.  When you are using the crossing, wait behind the white 

line until the Supervisor blows their whistle 2 times (or indicates that it is 

safe to cross with a verbal command).   

Do not ride bikes, scooters etc across the road.   

Do not run, skip or bounce balls whilst crossing the road.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 

P & F News . . . 
 
 

 

LADIES NIGHT:  Friday 20th August.  Goldfields Track Café, Harcourt at 6.30pm.  
We hope to do another in September if you have missed this one. 
 

SUSHI LUNCH ORDER DAY:  Orders to be in by 5:00pm on the Thursday.  
 

BREAKFAST CLUB: 

Further information to follow when this will resume. 
 

STUDENT SPECIAL LUNCH DAY: 

We have a fish and chip day coming up on Tuesday, 14th September, when students also 
get the opportunity to wear their favourite sporting colours (in readiness for the footy  
finals).  Details of ordering TBA.  
 

TERM 3 SOCIAL EVENT - Sunday 12th September: (NEW DATE) 

Join with our school community for 10:30am mass followed by a bush walk and campfire 
at Leanganook, Mt Alexander. BYO picnic lunch. Marshmallows provided! (Subject to 
COVID restrictions).  
 

NEXT MEETING:   

Date to be advised.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+crossing+cartoon+pictures&id=E78EE0AAD3E08941120A9395E5AACADD0DE36885&FORM=IQFRBA


 

  

 

We would like to wish the following 
student a very happy birthday for next 
week: 

 Xavier Tolevski : August 22nd 

 Fletcher Cheesman : August 24th 

 Scarlett Thompson : August 24th 

Updated 



 

  

 
 

 

‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’ 
 

August 19th – World Humanitarian Day  

 

Join #theHumanRace. 

Each year WHD focuses on a theme, bringing together partners 

from across the humanitarian system to advocate for the survival, 

well-being and dignity of people affected by crises, and for the 

safety and security of aid workers.  

This year, we highlight the immediate human cost of the climate 

crisis by pressuring world leaders to take meaningful climate action 

for the world’s most vulnerable people.  

Run, ride, swim, walk or do any activity of your choice for a cumu-

lative 100 minutes between August 16 and August 31 in solidarity 

with vulnerable people and to tell world leaders that they expect 

developed countries to deliver on their decade-old pledge of $100 

billion annually for climate mitigation and adaptation in developing 

countries.  

If you don’t wish to take part physically you can ADD YOUR VOICE.  

Visit https://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/#section--64  



 

  

Story Starters 
In grade 3/4, we have been exploring ways to engage our audience with how our 

stories start. We have found that using adjectives with nouns helps, jumping 
straight into the action and using quotations help! Here are our recent story     

starters . . .  

 “What are you doing?! We have to do our task before the 

dimensional portals open and the zombies come out!”  

(Riley) 

Boom! Boom! “Oh! Hi. My name is dangerous Stickman.”  
(Danis) 

The wind flashes in my face as the kidnapper rides on the mythical 
horse, me on the back. I’m frightened!  

(Quinn) 



 

  

 “Look over there! It’s massive! Watch out, it’s coming this way!  
Get down!”  
(Spencer) 

I try to run as fast as a I can. Sweat as big as buttons roll down my cheeks.  
(Ngor)

A majority of witches cross my house, squinting both eyes, trying to find any sign or 

scent of me. I was trembling in fear. I couldn’t move a muscle. “Hello boy.”  

(Arjy) 

Nourishing nature  Fortress 
Awesome   Opulent 
tremendous trees refreshing rain 
utterly beautiful  exquisite  
radiant  still  
elegant   tulip  
super 


