Phone: 5472 2270

Fax: 54705042

Email: principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au
Facebook: St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You

Term 3, Week 9

Newsletter

Thursday September 10th, 2020

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.

Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it
now and educating us for the future.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge
their spiritual connection to Country.

VWender . Persevere .

Ropect
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TERM DATES
3:2;?;2‘? Whole School Assembly Thursdav. 2ath School Photos -
16th L via Google Meet - Led by Gr. P/1 ¥, 29 PLEASE NOTE NEW DATE
End of Term 3 SCHOOL CLOSURE -
. . . November .
Friday, 18th 2.30pm finish - buses will run Mondav. 2nd Staff Report Writing &
to this earlier finish time Y Data Analysis
October Term 4 - Remote Learning Conﬁ.rmatl.on Pre|?arat|on
Mondav. cth continues Thursday, 5th Evening with Denise Arnel
e . POSTPONED
Tentative Date for Wednesday, 18th | Book Fair - (further
Monday, 12th . . . . .
return to onsite learning Friday, 27th information to follow)
Saturday, 10th & | First Holy Communion Sundav. 22nd Confirmation
Saturday, 17th POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 ¥ POSTPONED UNTIL 2021




Loving God,

We thank you for the gift of life.
We also thank you for the gift of all the
‘ accompany,
Je, love and
our journey.
health, pea

cace

Dear families,

It’s hard to believe how quickly the end of term is approaching...and to think that there is only one
term remaining for the school year!

As you are most likely aware, Remote Learning 2.0 will continue through to the end of this term and
at least the end of week 1, term 4. The return to school for week 2 will be communicated more close-
ly then and as the Premier said, will be dependent on numbers of cases etc. We all hope that we get
back to school then so | encourage you all, your families, wider community and friends outside of our
community, to keep playing your role.

Rebuilding school routines and social connectedness will certainly be central for our students, as well
as a strong focus for our Year 6 students to ensure we bring their primary schooling to a fitting end!

Please be assured that we are already working hard to facilitate what we hope will be a much bright-
er and positive landscape for all students next term. We will of course continue to provide updates to
the school community as more advice comes to light.

Prep / Foundation 2021

If you have some friends that live in our region and haven’t enrolled with us yet, please encourage
them to visit our website, download the enrolment forms and send them in! We will commence
‘virtual’ transitions and link new families with PAM in the coming weeks.



Virtual Assembly

As | mentioned during our last assembly, the opportunities to meet as a whole school has quickly
become my favourite part of the week. Thank you for your efforts to attend and share your wonder-
ful learning. Next week assembly will be led by Ms Crane and the P/1 students via the meeting link:
meet.google.com/qyd-atun-hos

Parish School Advisory Council
Our next PSAC meeting will be via Zoom next Wednesday night at 7pm. I’'m looking forward to catch-
ing up with our school and parish representatives.

Interschool Chess

Congratulations to Lewin, Jack, Rohan, Royce, Henry and Dylan who represented the school
yesterday in the Greater Bendigo Interschool Chess Tournament. Like many aspects of school life
over the past couple of terms, they had to negate the change from a face-to-face setting to a virtual
competition. The competition was certainly tough with highly ranked opponents. I’'m sure Harry
would be very proud of your efforts; | know | am! It was great to be able to watch you in real time
throughout the competition. Well done, and we look forward to seeing your progress through the
term 4 tournaments.

RU Ok? Day
Today is RU Ok? Day and a good reminder to check in on family, friends, colleagues and loved ones.

In these unprecedented times, asking a simple question can really make a difference.

Stay positive and | look forward to seeing you in person soon!

Kind regards,
Ben Shields.

RU @©K?

A conversation could change a life.

Today is R U OK? Day. Here is a link to the official website which is filled with ideas
and resources to help you navigate a conversation around this.
https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask

Wellbeing Victoria program:

The Wellbeing Victoria program is an online series of tailored wellbeing videos
including exercise, yoga, mindfulness and meditation that can all be done at
Home.

https://www.together.vic.gov.au/wellbeing-victoria



mailto:Virtual%20Assembly
https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask
https://www.together.vic.gov.au/wellbeing-victoria
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When do | ask for help?

| don't know what I'm supposed
to be doing at school/work...

I'm overloaded with
responsibilities...

| feel like I'm unable to cope. I'm
stressed, scared, confused,
feeling like hurting myself...

I've made a mistake...

I'm struggling. It feels like a crisis.
What'’s happening in my life right now?

How to ask

_./\\__/\_
~—N o~

Managing everything
on your own is fine -

for help

until it's not!

eneedshelpg

And how?

Don't torture yourself by trying to
figure it out on your own!
Ask someone to give you a hand

Get help to rearrange things
or get support from a friend

Have your friends and family help you get
an appointment with a doctor, counsellor,
youth worker or psychologist

Have the courage to admit it and ask
for help - it's OK to make mistakes!

Talk to somebody you can trust
- parent, older sibling, teacher,
counsellor

Remember, you can always ask Kids Helpline for help.
1800 55 1800 | kidshelpline.com.au | @kidshelpline




What’s happening across St Mary’s learning
community?

Prep/One's have been getting very creative in their time at home, dressing up, building cubbies
inside and outside, and helping out in the kitchen. There have also been lots of fantastic opportu-
nities to get out and enjoy the sunshine that is peeking through with the beginning of Spring, it's a
bit different to the snow that Livinia and her family experienced only a couple of weeks ago! Our
Math tasks this week have focussed on creating repetitive patterns, revisiting data, and thinking
about chance. The class has done a fantastic job of identifying things that 'might' happen and
things that will 'definitely’ happen. A good example is that Geelong Cats MIGHT win the premier-
ship flag, but they DEFINITEIY beat Essendon last week. We have spent some extra time this
week reading stories together as a class and discussing the new and unfamiliar words we encoun-
ter. We also have fun with numbers during our Google Meets, practising subitising, addition, and
matching numerals with their name. We are all so excited to return to school in Term Four.

Bianca Lawrence
~ (Yri)dressed as a

Pirate, complete with

| ——

homemade sword

and treasure map!

Geelong Cats supporters Livinia
Dimopolous (Prep) and her siblings
enjoying snow two weeks ago -
now it is Spring!

Alyssa Burnett (Yr 1) with her
new book cover design for our
class story.



In mathematics this week, we changed
our focus to fractions. We explored what
fractions look like from a whole and a
collection. In English, we read a modified
version of Little Red Riding Hood, called
“Polar Bear's Promise”. We explored
contfractions, compound words and
completed a character profile. We also
made a connecfion between our class
novel “Charie and the Chocolate
Factory” and our writing. This included

designing and describing our own
chocolate bar, a character profile and
inventing new descripfive words for
chocolate and revolting children. We've
also continued with our optional tasks of
Religion, STEM, Biology and Home crafts.

1, together with my sister, have been playing with
Miles and Fletcher and a few of our friends in our
neighbourhood. We have made friends with a few
kids and it is very fun! We have been riding owr
bikes around the block and playing in the reserve. 1
have been cooking my breakfast like eggs on toast.
We have baked peanut butter cookies and they are
s0 easy! My dad has asked me to water the grass
and owr plants daily. 1 usually do my bike challenge
with Zoe or my waom, 1 have also been reading books
from Tom Gates and Dr. Seuss books. 1 have been
playing with my Lego and Meccano




work by
cullen,
Maddy,

casey and
Brydie

Gnce Carter

Moves fast

Like a determined cobra
ducking and weaving through
the players

While moving with ease on the
solid earth

\_

By Oii.

\

-

Vince Carter

Makes a perfect leap
Like a hungry lion with no
hiding place

On the grassland plain

By Seb

J

(

Vince Carter

Jumps

As determined as a Crow
stealing Eggs

In a crowded House.

\_

By Anuwa

\

J

\_

~N
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Annabelle

Is funny

Like a cheeky monkey
Swinging through the trees

By Lucy

\_

J
\

This week in Literacy we have been writing simile poems. First
about Vince Carter, a basketballer, then a person of our choice,
then St. Josephine Bakhita, our Saint of the week.

-

Vince Carter

slams

Like an elephant knocking
down trees

In a forest

By Michael

\_

~N

J

-

Neon my fish

Glides around gracefully
Like a blossom falling from a
tree

In an open garden

By Casey

%

\_

~N

J
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Saint Josephine

Was b d hopeful Was gentle and caim Was strong and tough
as brave and hopetu Like a brave butterfly full of 9 g

Like a lost tiger Like a brave elephant
hope

In her owner’s cruel hands L In Sudan
resting in the sun.

Saint Josephine St. Josephine

By Casey

AN J

By Lucy by Caitlin

By Caitlin

Numeracy -

some amazing tessellation
work by Casey, Lucy,
Caitlin and Ryan.

Letters keep flowing between
4 /5 and mMiss C




THE GRADE SIX LEGENDS

In grade six at the moment we are busy completing our E.R.P.s.
Some have already sent in fantastic projects which this term
has focused on an area of their interest.

Thomas chose to research an amazing young surfer named Bethany Hamilton, while
aged 13, was attacked by a Tiger shark while surfing and lost her arm. This did not stop
this amazing young woman and she reached her goal of becoming a professional surfer
at the age of 17!

A number of the Grade six Legends attended the
online Chess tournament on Wednesday and I am
sure they did the school proud.

Our spelling stories are getting very interesting as
well with the last story involving a creative adven-
ture that the students had been on. A lot of talk of
helicopters and sprained gastrocnemius muscles!

I am very impressed with the work ethic and determination to succeed by the Grade six
class during this hard time.

Kind regards,
Mr. Johns.

We would like 16 wish the following, H PY

aitis o ey gy 5t BIRTHDAY!
72"

A

Seplanbor s Heid: ‘Tieugebauer
Rohan Singh
130k . Ay, Singh




TEMPLETON STREET
P.0. BOX 595
CASTLEMAINE VIC 3450
g PHONE: 5472 2270
h 5470 5783
FST. MARY'S FAX: 5470 5042

CASTLEMAINE EMAIL: principab@smcastiemaine.catholic.edu.au

Wednesday 9" September, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians,

After much deliberation and discussion with Father Wahid around the Sacraments of First
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation, we have come to the difficult decision to

poatpone all Sacraments for this year,

Celebrating Sacraments in our church is a time-honoured tradition that brings together our faith
community, families and friends. These Sacraments are an important moment in our Christian life
by nourishing, strengthening and expressing our faith. With the current COVID-19 restrictions in
place and the uncertainty of when these restrictions will be reduced, it becomes difficult to plan and

give purpose to these Sacraments.

We would like our children to receive these Sacraments with the support of all their families, friends
and faith community as witness and in post celebrations. With restrictions in place, this would
become an impossible task. Therefore, in 2021, our grade 3 and 4 students will receive the
Sacrament of First Reconciliation, our grade 4 and 5 students will receive the Sacrament of First

Holy Communion and our grade 6 & year 7 students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Further communication regarding dates for these Sacraments in 2021 will be sent to families during
term 1 in 2021. We thank you very much for your understanding regarding this matter and for the

patience you have shown while we navigate our way through this difficult and unusual situation.

Kind regards & blessings,

Karen White

Religious Education Leader
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What can you do to get |nvo|ved’>

Most children’s waking hours are spent sitting at school and at home, so we need to
integrate opportunities to get them to be more active as part of everyday life.

Below are six simple ways you can incorporate 30 minutes of physical activity and also
reduce sedentary lifestyles at home on National HPE Day. Doing these activities with your
child will (over time) make a substantial difference to their health and learning outcomes,
and establish good habits that will stay with them throughout their entire life.

Set aside time to be active as a family Use active modes of travel

AN

,’l

Visit a local club and play

Unplug the technology and play /
organised sport

/o)

AW 4
| Walk the walk by being a positive Teach your children fundamental ;l
role model movement skills

‘|

!
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Respecl; Resilience. Resporsibilily

ST MARY'S
PRIMARY SCHOOL

CONTACT (03) 54 722 270

NOW TAKING
ENROLMENTS

FOR 2021




Community News. ..

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM
SPRING 2020

WEEK ONE 21SEPT - 25 SEPT WEEKTWO 28 SEPT-20OCT
SAY GOODBYE TO WINTER _Mon 21 Sept

Wi wave goodbye to 3 [ Using recycled items we
winter by making Winter create our epic marbile runs.
wenderland snow globes to How far can your

remind us of the beauty of marties roll

the season. =

IT'S SPRING TIME! Tue 22 Sept DINOSAUR WORLD Tue 29 Sept

Celebrate the beginning

Be 0 paloecntologist for
of Spring with Spring time the dayand discover the
activities. We will get busy in amazing world of dinesaurs.
the garden planting for the L It will be ROARSOME!
Newsaason.
‘

MINI OLYMPICS Wed 23 Sep SCIENCE DAY ‘Wed 30 Sept
Jain your friends to make Y, - we're bringin%lh; excitement
medals and flags then ‘ | of science o Blow your
Reody! Sat! Go! for lots of 3 mind with experiments of
SPOrtevents at our very own b 5 i allshapes andsizes. It will

% olympics. \ be o fun filled day of STEM
] | activities
; (W
0 e

RECYCLED CITY Thur 24 Sept DIORAMA CREATIONS Thur1Oct
Together we use all sorts of Lt your irmagination run
ba?:: and recycled items o \' v “¥ wi\Jgnd ms%ua a mini world

£ Craate our very owncity. 5 in @ box using all sorts of
£ — 4 ‘ minicture matenals.
o f =i
i == I‘ A |
\h-- b | ]

'WHEELS DAY* Fri 25 Sept _PARTY DAY* Fri 2 Oct
BYO your scocters and = '_ . Its party tme! Come along
skateboards for a day of b andcelebrate the last day

v e wheelie fun. of the holidays with heaps

i "] of fun games, activities and

TS "Helmets are required yurmmy food!
e T -
r \ - —=4 B + "Pleose speak tosenvice
1 o) B, . about any dietary
& de k requirements.

$B4 per day - bookings can be made through your My Family Lounge account
What te bring: Den't forget your broad brimmed, bucket or legienaries hat, sunsemen, snacks, lunch and drink bettle,

CASTLEMAINE

SCHOOL HOLIDAY

PROGRAM

Gampbslk Crask Primary School | 127 Main Rd Campbels Cresk VIG 3451

058383 | ireymoacgas | wich el Sacred Heart College Kyneton
Year 7, 2022 Enrolments Closing Soon

Enrolments for current Grade 5 students
(Year 7 2022) close Monday 5 October

Interested in learning more about life at Sacred Heart College and
the learning pathways on offer?

\ Our Principal, Dr Darren Egberts, invites prospective parents and
students to participate in one of our Virtual Conversations via Zoom.

| When: 16 September commencing at 6:00pm

How: Register using the online booking form on the Tours page
of the College website. A Zoom link will be sent by email.
WEART
Visit our website for bookings or contact our Registrar & <
for enrolment enquiries:
T: 5421 1238 E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
W: www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

\'5‘ ‘ “‘ ll A Ministry of Mercy Education Limited
Learn. Care. Flourish.

%
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Parish News . ..

We are running a weekly Rosary via zoom on Saturdays at 5pm, and a weekly prayer
meeting on Thursdays at 7:30pm.

If you would like to be included in either the Rosary or Prayer group, please drop me a
quick text on 0422 344 907 with your email address.

The link for this Thursday is: https://usweb.zoom.us/j/771334644867
pwd=YWtSMGYWWXo3NTNMaFN6VTJJUmMNIQTO09.

Meeting ID: 77133464486, Passcode: 6Rg3ak

Regards, Juliet Guy



https://usweb.zoom.us/j/77133464486?pwd=YWtSMGYwWXo3NTNMaFN6VTJJUmNiQT09
https://usweb.zoom.us/j/77133464486?pwd=YWtSMGYwWXo3NTNMaFN6VTJJUmNiQT09
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