
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Week 1 

Thursday October 8th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

October 
Saturday, 10th & 
Saturday, 17th 

First Holy Communion 
POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 

 
November 
Monday, 2nd 

SCHOOL CLOSURE -  
Report Writing &  
Data Analysis 

Saturday, 17th - 
Friday, 23rd 

Book Week - 
Theme “Curious Creatures, 
Wild Minds” 

 

Tuesday, 3rd 
MELBOURNE CUP  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Thursday, 22nd 
Dress Up/Casual Clothes Day - 
more information to follow 

 

Thursday, 5th 
Confirmation Preparation 
Evening with Denise Arnel 
POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 

Friday, 23rd 
AFL GRAND FINAL 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

 
Wednesday, 18th 
Friday, 27th 

Book Fair - (further  
information to follow) 

Thursday, 29th 

School Photos -  
UNSURE AT THIS STAGE  
WHETHER THESE WILL GO 
AHEAD - TBA 

 

Sunday, 22nd 
Confirmation 
POSTPONED UNTIL 2021 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.” 

Peace Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so  much 

seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

 
Dear families, 
 

On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your 

continued resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not 

always been easy, but through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable 

progress in their learning. You can be confident that our school will continue to support all students 

at their current point of need. 

Term 4 is important for every student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for 

everyone. Whether we’re teaching remotely or face-to-face, our focus for Term 4 is on making sure 

that every student is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs. The common trend 

of ongoing change to our school operations continues and we are constantly reviewing our practice 

to ensure we are well aware of our current systemic requirements.  

The Victorian Government has outlined the staged return to on-site schooling for all students as part 

of its gradual roadmap towards the emergent reopening from restrictions.  

Term 4 on-site schooling arrangements for students 

Following advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has released a 

staged approach for students to return to on-site schooling.  

The purpose of the plan has been to get students back in the classroom as soon and as safely as   

possible without putting at risk all that has been achieved through the period of restrictions to       

reduce the spread of COVID-19. We have greatly valued a return to face-to-face learning this week. 

 



 

  

Health and safety measures 

The Term 3 remote and flexible learning arrangements were put in place to significantly reduce the 

movement of more than one million students and their families across Victoria, to help slow the 

spread of COVID-19. Thanks to you and your family for contributing to this on behalf of our school 

community. 

As on-site schooling has resumed, we continue to have in place strong measures to protect the 

health and safety of students, staff, families and the community. This includes staggering finish 

times, restricting parent access to school grounds and continued emphasis on hand hygiene and 

physical distancing where possible. Ongoing daily cleaning is continuing throughout classrooms,   

toilets and high touch surfaces as per our previous return to school. In line with Melbourne schools, 

we introduced temperature checks on arrival. This has been discontinued on the advice of the Chief 

Health Officer due to the low levels of community transmission. 

Please give particular attention to reducing the risks associated with congregation at school gates 

and taking steps to contribute to physical distancing within the school. It is also important to reiter-

ate that students must not be dropped off prior to 8:30am. Teacher supervision commences at this 

time. 

Now that your child/ren have returned to face-to-face learning, please be assured we will be focused 

on three key priorities in Term 4: 

Mental health and wellbeing  

Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and     

member of staff. This means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulner-

able students and enabling staff to access the relevant support services. 

Learning and excellence 

Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have 

maintained their learning progress, and some have experienced a level of disengagement, despite 

their best efforts and those of their families and teachers. Our priority is to support students from 

their current point of academic need, acknowledging our shared belief of all students learn at differ-

ent rates, in different ways and at different times. 

Transitions  

We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten  

into Prep, the Grade 6’s moving into Year 7. 
 

We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions 

of COVID-19. There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up. Instead, 

schools will use teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet 

their learning needs.   
 

Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay 

with their peer group, whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep or moving from Grade 6 

into Year 7 at secondary school. 

Uniform 

As we begin term 4 all children are expected to be wearing correct summer uniform by week 3, 19 

October. As part of our commitment to being a Sun Smart school, children are required to wear their 

school hats during term 4 when outside at all times. 



 

  

Pupil Free Days 

With changes to the public holiday for the Grand Final, the school will be closed on Friday 23rd            

October. Monday 2nd November is a closure day for staff professional development, with the following 

day being a public holiday for the Melbourne Cup. 

 

Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the        

challenges of COVID-19 and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards the end of the 

2020 school year and ahead to 2021. There will most likely be further changes throughout this term 

and I thank you in advance for your patience as we, together, navigate our way through this. 

 

Kind regards, 

Ben Shields. 

 

We would like to wish the following student a very happy 
birthday:  

  
 October 11th: Alastair Lane 
    

 

We were so pleased to see Logan 

bring his amazing design to school  

this week.  Logan won 2nd prize in 

a Nationwide competition run by  

Catholic Schools Guide, where  

students had to design an Australian  

Flag with an indigenous theme. 

He chose to enter this  

competition on his own accord. 

Congratulations Logan, what an 

amazing achievement.  



 

  



 

  

 

 

Week  1 Term 4 - Year 4 / 5 with Miss C 

Gr. 4/5 

We have been working on our Learning journals and sharing some online work, including our 
saint posters.   

Maddy Michael 

We have set our new term goals, inspired by the persistence, courage and resilience of Ivan, 
Ruby and Bob in The One and Only Bob by Katherine 
Applegate, a novel recommend by our class. 

It is wonderful to be back together.  We have spent this week sharing our 
online learning and holiday experiences and enjoying being together plus  

starting lots of new learning and thinking.   

We started a new class novel, Because of Mr. Terupt and are enjoying hearing 
about this fifth grade class. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy focus this week was finding the key words in our new      

Inquiry learning intentions, highlighting and using this infor-

mation to rewrite these intentions in our own words. 

We also started new Literature Circle books and are very excited    
to be meeting in our groups in real life and not on google meets! 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy is a focus on revising subtraction and addition strategies.  We are using games to 
hone our mental strategies.  

A highlight of this week was our Expo, held in the corridor.  The students spoke clearly and 
answered questions about their ERPs.  
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