
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Week 8 

Thursday November 25th, 2021  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder           Persevere     Believe         Create  
       Respect      •     Responsibility         Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

NOVEMBER 
Friday, 26th 

Filming of School Concert  
 

Friday, 10th Gr. 6 Fun Day 

DECEMBER 
Wednesday, 1st 

Foundation 2022 
Transition Morning - 9 - 10:30am 
 
Numeracy Testing  
appointments available 
through PAM 

 

Monday, 13th 

Reports Released 
 
 

EOY/Graduation Mass -  
6:00pm 

Thursday, 2nd 
Picnic and Movie Night on the 
Oval - from 7:30pm 

 

Tuesday, 14th 
Sausage Sizzle Lunch 
 
Last Day of Term 4 

Friday, 3rd 
SCHOOL CLOSURE - 
Staff PD 

 
Wednesday, 15th 
Thursday, 16th 

Numeracy Testing 
Bookings via PAM 

Tuesday, 7th  

Going Up Day - Gr’s Prep - 5 
Including Foundation 2022 
 
Transition Day - Sacred Heart 

 
Monday, 31st JAN 
Tuesday, 1st FEB 

Literacy Testing 
Bookings via PAM 

Wednesday, 8th School Sports Carnival 
 

Wednesday, 2nd 
Students commence for 
2022 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The season of Advent begins this week and continues through the four Sundays of Ad-
vent and ends at Christmas Eve. The first week of Advent focuses on the return of the 
Lord and the following weeks focus more specifically on the anticipation of the birth of 
Jesus. Rather than simply commemorating an historical event, Advent is a time of pre-
paring our hearts to ‘receive’ Jesus into the world each year.  
 
Advent is traditionally marked by the colour of violet – the same colour as used in Lent. 
In recent years, some parishes have moved to a more blue/mauve colour for Advent to 
try to distinguish it from the season of Lent.  
 
The word advent comes from the Latin term adventus meaning "arrival" or "coming," 
particularly the coming of something having great importance. Advent season, then, is 
both a time of joy-filled, anticipatory celebration of the arrival of Jesus Christ and a pre-
paratory period of repentance, meditation, and penance.  
 
During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus 
brings us: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. 
 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 
be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the centre, the focus of our lives 

always, and particularly this Advent time. 
Amen 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dear families, 
 
It’s hard to believe how quickly the end of the term is approaching. I’m sure you’re feel-
ing the same – so much to do, so little time to do it in! Even though it’s a busy time, I 
hope you all have the chance to take a breather here and there to consider the many 
things we have to be thankful for.  
 
First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to the children who received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the 
first time on Sunday. It was a lovely, prayerful celebration and the first communicants 
and their families can feel justly proud of the way they prepared for and received the 
sacrament. It was fantastic to see the wonderful support of families, staff and parish-
ioners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Going Up Morning 
On Tuesday 7 December from 9.00-11.00am all children will experience the morning  
session in their 2021 classroom with their teachers for next year. New students for 2022 
should bring a hat, fruit and snack. There will be a cuppa and the opportunity for a chat 
in the school yard if you’d like to come along. 
 
End of Year/Graduation Mass 
Our End of Year Mass will be celebrated in St. Mary’s Church on Monday 13 December 
at 6.00pm. This will be an opportunity for us as a Catholic Christian community to come 
together to thank God for the many blessings given to us this year and the celebrate 
the achievements of our wonderful Grade 6 students. We have much to be grateful for 
and it is very much our tradition to express our gratitude through the celebration of 
the Mass. Everyone is most welcome. 



 

  

Assessment Interviews 
December 15 and 16 have been set aside for teachers to conduct one on one Numeracy 
Assessment Interviews with all students. January 31 and February 1, 2022 are set aside 
for Literacy Assessment Interviews. These interviews provide your child’s teacher with 
important information on which to base their teaching programs as well as tracking  
children’s progress in literacy and numeracy.  
 

We are experiencing difficulties with configurations for releasing interviews via PAM. 
However, we will aim to have numeracy testing schedules released on Wednesday 1   
December, and Literacy testing for 2022 released on Wednesday 15 December.  
 
Accounts 
Thank you to those families that have attended to outstanding school fees and pay-
ments. As we come to the end of the year it would be helpful if all school fee accounts 
were finalised. There are a number of families with outstanding amounts and these 
should be paid as soon as possible. Any family experiencing difficulty in meeting their 
obligations should contact me to discuss what payment arrangements can be put in 
place. 
 
Student Health 
In many communications with families I have included this information: 

• Perhaps the most important action school communities can take to reduce the 
 risk of transmission of COVID-19 is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and 
 young people remain at home. 

 

At this stage of the management of COVID we need to remember that our school        
environments continue to be high risk due to the number of people working together in 
close proximity and the fact that the majority of our school population (our children) 
are not vaccinated. 
Therefore, in order that we are able to provide a safe place to learn and work, please  
exercise good judgement by keeping children home if they are feeling unwell for any 
reason. 

•  If your child is showing any symptoms or is generally feeling unwell please 
 keep them home. 

•  Please be aware that if staff feel that a child is not well and should not be at 
 school, we will contact you to collect them. At this time, I am sure that you can 
 understand our need to be vigilant and active in ensuring the safety of all       
 students and staff. 

 If a child presents to the First Aid room feeling unwell please be aware that a 

staff member may take the temperature of the student, where appropriate, to 

support decision-making. Our thermometer is a non-contact device which takes 

the temperature close to the forehead area. 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Closure Day – Friday 3rd December 
Next Friday teachers will be re-engaging with Jake and Brendan from Leading Teams. 
Our initial work focused upon our cultural norms and behaviors as a staff to enhance 
our performance and development skills. The entire purpose of our work with Leading 
Teams is to, on a whole school level, increase our capacity to work as a team for growing 
student outcomes.  
 
Things still to come 
After a significant amount of preparation and rehearsals Mrs Bryne will be leading the 
school production tomorrow as it is filmed in the library. Congratulations to all              
involved!!! Get your popcorn ready for this show-stopper! 
 

Next Thursday 2 December at 7:30pm, the Parents & Friends have generously organised 
a movie night for our families. This is sure be an amazing evening. Please be mindful 
that as a school event, anyone over the age of 16 must be fully vaccinated to attend.  
Entry will be via the stairs beside reception or the back gate with parking available in 
Templeton Street or Lyttleton Street. Please note that there will be a different QR Code 
to scan at the entry points which will need to be seen by our COVID marshals. 
 

The Grade 6 fun day is going ahead on Friday 10 December. A permission form will be 
released via PAM early next week with further details. 
 
I can’t wait to see our new Foundation students for 2022 again this Wednesday. How 
fortunate we are to have such a great new group starting! 
 
All the best for the week ahead! 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 

St Mary’s Book Fair 

 

 
 
 

A huge thank you to the parents/carers, students and teachers who were able to    
support the St Mary’s Book Fair 2021.  It was wonderful to see so many people        
coming down to Dhelkunya Dja to view the books and items.  The Book Fair has   
raised $400 to go towards purchasing new books for our school library for all to        
enjoy.  Our sincere appreciation. 
 
Regards, 
Barb Burchett. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Soil Day (WSD) is held annually on 5 December as a means to 

focus attention on the importance of healthy soil and to advocate for 

the sustainable management of soil resources.  

The date of 5 December was chosen because it corresponds with the 

official birthday of the late H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej, King of 

Thailand, who was one of the main proponents of this initiative.  

Did you know?  

 Soil is a living resource, home to more than 25% of our planet's   

biodiversity  

 It is estimated that only 1% of soil microorganism species are    

currently known compared to 80% of plant species  

 Up to 90% of living organisms live or spend part of their lifecycle 

in soils  

 Soil organisms can break down certain contaminants.  

 

 

 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

 

 Ladies Night- Friday 10th December at The Taproom, The Mill from 6:30pm. 

Please contact Jo Lawrence on 0412839124 if you would like to join. 

 

 Sushi Lunch Order Day - Fridays. A reminder that all orders are to be in by 

5pm on the Thursday. 

 

 Breakfast Club - This has resumed this week and the students seem to be en-

joying the toast! Thank you to our volunteers for assisting in the mornings. If 

you would like to assist please let Clare/Jo know. 

 

 Student Special Lunch Day:  Fish & Chips courtesy of The Blue Sea Fish Shop 

-Wednesday 8th December to coincide with School Sports Day.  Students are 

asked to bring in a contribution to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal on this day. 

Thank you! 

 If your child/ren would like a fish and chip lunch order for this day, you will 

 need to place their order online via: 

 http://schoollunchorder.square.site/  by Tuesday 7th December. 

  Please include your child/ren’s grade when ordering to ensure it is placed into 

 the correct class box for distribution at school. 

 Please complete one order per child. 

  See Karen or Jo in the office if you would like assistance to complete your 

 child/ren’s online lunch order. 

 

 Kind regards, 

 Clare Grainger. 

 

 

http://wwwschoollunchorder.square.site/


 

  



 

  


