Phone: 5472 2270

Fax: 54705042

Email: principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au
Facebook: St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You

Term 3, Week 1

Thursday July 15th, 2021

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres

( Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.
\ Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it
now and educating us for the future.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge
their spiritual connection to Country.
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TERM DATES

JULY Whole School Mass .

Friday, 16th CANCELLED Friday, 13th Gr. 5/6 Mass - 9:15am
Feast of the Assumption Mass
-10:30am

Friday, 23rd Prep Class Mass - 9:15am Sunday, 15th

Mt. Alexander Bushwalk
following Mass - pls see P & F

1st Holy Communion

. Prep Class Mass - 9:15am
Commitment Mass - 10:30am P %15

Sunday, 25th Friday, 20th
Grandparents’ Morning Tea -

Kryal Castle Chess

Tournament
11:30-12:30pm
. Monday, 23rd to
Friday, 30th Gr. 1/2 Mass - 9:15am Friday, 2’7th Book Week & Book Fair
AUGUST Highview Band Performance Sunday, 29th ist Holy Communion
Monday, 2nd -10:30am
Gr. 3/4 Mass - 9:15am
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
EPTEMBER
Wednesday, 4th | First Communion Preparation > . - Staff Professional
. . . Friday, 3rd
Evening - with Denise Arnel - Development
7:00pm




Christ in All

1 arise today

Through the strength of heaven; - QWA
Light of the sun, ; ‘
Splendor of fire,
Speed of lighming, . :
Swiftness of the wind,
Depth of the sea, . , -
Stability of the earth, ! oH .-
Firmness of the rock. 2 "

@

1 arise today

Through God’s strength to pilot me;
God’s might to uphold me,

God’s wisdom to guide me,

God’s eye to look before me,

God’s ear to hear me,

God’s word to speak for me,

God'’s hand to guard me,

God’s way to lie before me,

God’s shield to protect me ...

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ when I lie down, Christ when 1 sit down,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in the eye that sees me,

Christ in the ear that hears me.

1 arise today

Through a mighty strength, the mvocation of the Trinity,
Through a beliet in the Threeness,

Through a confession of the Oneness

Of the Creator of creation.

Attributed to St Patrick

Dear families,

A warm welcome back to term 3, and | hope you have all enjoyed a restful holiday in the
company of family and friends. It has certainly been a chilly start to the term and not surpris-
ingly a number of children (and staff) have been absent due to illness. Please make sure you
let the office know if your child is away for the day either by phone or via PAM.

As always term 3 will be a busy term (When is a term ever not busy?) so | encourage you to
monitor the school calendar available on the website and also to keep an eye on the weekly
newsletter for important events and notices.



| am looking forward to a term of learning and enjoyment as we continue to work positively
together as a community for the good of all our children. A particular focus for this term will
be our School Review.

COVID Restrictions
There are currently restrictions in place again for our school under the guidance of CECV. The
restrictions include:

« Cancellation/postponement of all non-essential meetings (including parent teacher
interviews)
 Restricted access to buildings and grounds for visitors (including parents/carers).

Access only for a scheduled essential appointment

| apologise for again having to be uninviting. Hopefully the measures put in place as a state will
assist in returning to normal daily processes quickly.

Prep Enrolments for 2022

If you or anyone you know is looking to enrol a child for 2022, please spread the word that we
are trying to finalise our numbers as soon as possible. Enrolment forms are available online or
at the office.

Our Commitment to Sustainability

Last term | wrote extensively about our ongoing commitment to sustainability and how that
being responsible citizens and stewards of the Earth are deeply embedded within our religious
education at St Mary’s.

Raising and maintaining community awareness in sustainable practices is a hallmark of our
commitment to the ResourceSmart Schools accreditation. We highly recommend the follow-
ing for all students at St Mary’s:

Reusable drink bottles (named)
Reusable lunch boxes (named)
Nude Food - compostable waste (i.e. fruit scraps), no wrappers/packaging

We will continue to provide updates in the newsletter about our current focus areas in sustain-
ability.

A Concept-based Approach

This semester staff and students will be exploring an overarching concept of ‘Influence’
throughout the classroom programs. The purpose of a concept-based approach is to develop a
common language across the school in response to the particular focus. We refer to this as a
through-line to explore curriculum areas. For example, a focus reading session would likely
include direct reference to how and why characters’ influence each other.

A key component of a concept-based approach is to have a focus provocation. For this
semester, our accompanying provocation is: ‘Why me? It’s not my problem!’



There are endless possibilities for embedding this throughout our daily practice including
wellbeing, sustainability, inquiry, religion — everything really!

This may be a great conversation starter at home to discuss your child/ren’s current learning
at school and assist in developing their understanding of influence in a variety of contexts.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent-teacher interviews give parents a great opportunity to:
¢ learn more about your child’s academic, emotional and social development
e meet and get to know your child’s teachers
¢ help your child’s teachers understand more about your child
e make plans with the teacher about how you can both support your child
e build a relationship with the school.

If you don’t have any particular concerns, you might wonder whether it’s worth going to
parent-teacher interviews. But going along is one way to show your child that you’re interest-
ed in his or her learning needs and what’s happening for him or her at school.

Thank you to the parents and families who have supported the parent teacher meetings this
week and to the teachers who willingly give of their time to be available for these meetings.

Homework Policy

Thank you for the feedback received regarding our updated homework policy. If you haven’t
had a chance to explore this yet, the policy has been shared via SeeSaw or is accessible on the
school website.

Future Newsletters

Thank you again for the feedback! As part of our ongoing commitment to continuous
improvement, we understand the role of timely, relevant and accessible information. There
has been a request for further images of students and learning to be included within the
newsletter. We are still awaiting a significant number of permission forms for photographs,
media and marketing. If you haven’t done so already, can the completed form please be sent
to the office ASAP.

Closure Day - Science of Learning Professional Development

Advanced notice is given that Friday 3rd September is a Pupil Free Day to enable staff to
continue their professional development in educational neuroscience. We are very excited to
be welcoming Dr Jared Cooney-Horvath back to St Mary’s as our facilitator for the day.

Condolences

On behalf of the St Mary’s community, | would like to send our condolences to Allison Freeman
(mother of Molly) and her family on the recent passing of her mother. May we keep them in our
thoughts and prayers.

Kind regards,
Ben Shields.



*WHEN it’s on: We are aiming to have our P — 6 school production called “St Mary’s Music
Hall” in the last week of term 3 at St Mary’s Hall. There will be two shows on the day, a
matinee and evening show.

*WHAT it’s about: The production is about the history of “Music Hall” entertainment that
occurred in Australia from 1890 to 1930. The shows were based on a variety of entertain-
ment including singing, dancing, circus acts, joke telling, poetry recitals, magic and playing
musical instruments.

*COSTUMES — WHAT to wear: For all students:

e All costumes will be worn to school on production day. There will be no
changing of costumes required.

e White short or long-sleeved buttoned shirt or blouse. (No patterns)
e Black or navy long shorts (to the knees) or pants or skirt or dress. (No patterns).

e Students wearing a skirt or dress will need to wear black or navy bike shorts
(monkey bar shorts) underneath.

e Black clean, polished school shoes.
e Optional black or navy jacket, blazer, vest, waistcoat.

e White, black or navy long socks. If wearing long pants can wear white, black or
navy short socks.

e All students will be provided with a hairband, bow tie or long tie for the shows.

C




SHSTAINREIIBATY

‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’

Plastic Free July is a key initiative of the Plastic Free Foundation
that allows us to work towards our vision of seeing a world free
of plastic waste.

Take the challenge

Ready to take the Plastic Free July challenge? Participants tell us
that the tips and tricks in our weekly emails during July help
them to keep motivated during the challenge. People also enjoy
reading stories from our participants and other news from our
global movement.

Plastic Free July participants:

« reduce their household waste and recycling by 21kg per
person per year (almost 5%)

« contribute to a total saving of 940 million kg of plastic
waste each year

« 8.50ut of 10 people made changes that have become
habits/a way of life

https://[www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/




Resource Smart Schools of the Future Competition

Congratulations to Grades Foundation, Five and Six, who worked
hard to enter the Resource Smart Schools of the Future Competition
in Term Two. As a group, we created a plan for an Aquaponics
system, which was voted as a sustainability resource we would like
to see at St. Mary's. It is with great pride and pleasure | can advise
that St. Mary's was selected as one of the winning entries - WELL
DONE everyone! We hope that this win will assist us in seeing
Sustainability at St. Mary's continue to thrive.

Miss Crane.

LETS GET
COLLECTING!

Thank you to all families who have contributed to our

fundraiser. What a great outcome!
Please note that FINAL drops of bags and tags is this
Friday; they will be posted off on Friday afternoon.




We would like to wish the following students a very
happy birthday for the next two ?\ /

weeks:

< abelie L - 10 July \

P& F News...

LADIE$S NIGHT: Further information to follow.

$USHI LUNCH ORDER DAY:

A reminder that sushi lunch order day remains on a Friday for Term 3.
Please order before 5pm each Thursday to ensure your order is placed and please
remember to put your child’s grade, as orders are going to other classes. Thank you!

BREAKFAST CLUB:

Further information regarding Breakfast Club will be given when we
hear more on the current Covid situation.

Thank you to those who have kindly volunteered their time - more helpers would be
great if you could kindly volunteer for a half hour or so.

If you would like to assist one morning per week please email Clare at
c-majella@hotmail.com and you can be added to the roster.

STUDENT SPECIAL LUNCH DAY:

We have a fish and chip day coming up on Tuesday, 14th September, when students also
get the opportunity to wear their favourite football colours (in readiness for the footy
finals). Details of ordering TBA.

TERM 3 $OCIAL EVENT - Sunday 15th Augusts

Join with our school community for 10:30am mass followed by a bush walk and campfire
at Leanganook, Mt Alexander. BYO picnic lunch. Marshmallows provided! (Subject to
COVID restrictions).

NEXT MEETING:

Today’s meeting has been postponed until we know more
about the current Covid restrictions. New date TBA.



mailto:c-majella@hotmail.com
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