
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 2, Week 8 

Thursday June 4th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

June 
Thursday, 4th 

Staff Report Writing Day 
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

 

Monday, 22nd Reports sent home 

Friday, 5th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Mental Wellness for all 

 

Friday, 26th 

End of Term 
2:30pm finish time - 
Buses will run to earlier  
finish time 

Monday, 8th 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

July 
Monday, 13th 

Term 3 commences 

Tuesday, 9th 

Gr’s 4, 5 & 6 Resume 
School Onsite Learning 
 
 
Easter Egg Raffle Drawn 
 

 

  



 

  

A prayer for our earth 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole 
universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that   
exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten 
of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts  
of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
 

Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 2015 

 
Tomorrow (June 5th) is World Environment Day. The United Nations established this day in 1972 as a 
way to promote and draw awareness to our responsibility to respect and protect our environment.    
In 2015 Pope Francis wrote a letter to the whole human family (Laudato Si’), urging everyone to care 
for the earth, our common home. He pointed out that our way of life is causing great harm to the    
planet. He called us to change our lifestyle; to care for one another and the world in which we live. The 
recent experiences in managing through the global crisis of Covid-19 have further uncovered the      
extent of human impact upon the environment. “May our struggles and our concern for this planet 
never take away the joy of our hope.” 
 
 
Dear families, 
 

The time has finally arrived! There may be many mixed emotions with the students making their way 
back to school next week. It has been such an unusual time where there has been extreme sadness 
with lengthy disconnects with people that we hold dear. However, there have been moments of      
elation where many families have had the opportunity to be more together than our normal routines 
allow. 
 

It was great to hear parents and students talking about their exciting plans for the long, long week-
end. I hope you find some time to unwind, free from the pressures of school and remote learning for a 
few days.  
  



 

  

 

School Uniform 
As Grade 4-5 students recommence school, now is an ideal time to check that your child’s clothing is 
clearly named. There have been many jumpers and jackets go missing since our return to school that 
have not been clearly labelled. School uniform is expensive and we want to see it returned as soon as 
possible if it is misplaced.   
 
Logistics with the return of the entire school 
The cleaning practices we have put into place since the return to onsite learning will continue with 
the extension of routine cleaning of the 4/5 & 6 spaces. Hand sanitiser will be available at class entry 
points with teachers reinforcing the practices of hand hygiene (sneezing, coughing, washing of 
hands etc.). 
 

In alignment with current school guidelines, we will reopen the playgrounds from the beginning of 
next week. There will still be no access to drink taps so all students must have a drink bottle. Due to 
the relatively small student population at St Mary’s and the extensive size of the grounds, it will be 
unnecessary to stagger break times. This allows us to essentially return to a normal school timetable 
and routine. 
 

The drop-off and pick-up via Templeton Street has worked well for the P-3 return to date. As it gets 
busier next week, I request a slight alteration for the remainder of the term to ease congestion;    
especially with the building works still in progress. 
 

P-3 students will be dismissed for collection at 3:10pm 
4-6 students will be dismissed for collection at 3:15pm (siblings from P-3 to wait) 
 
Mental Wellness 
It has been a relentless and stressful term for everyone in a myriad of ways. Friday is an opportunity 
for all our students, teachers and hopefully parents too, to take some time away from the pressures 
of school life. I look forward to hearing about how you spend your day and what activities you like to 
do to relax and be mindful. As our Wellbeing Coordinator, Mr O’Sullivan has listed some ideas and 
activities that you may like to engage in on Friday. I think I might spend some time in the garage and 
get my vintage car on the road again. 
 

Whatever you choose to do, I wish you the happiest and safest of long weekends. We are all looking 
forward to welcoming the whole school back on Tuesday. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields 
 
 
 



 

  

 
Whole School Mental Health and Wellbeing day 

 
  
Some ideas to recharge and use this day for the purpose it was set aside for, which 
is to forget about remote learning and do anything other than school work! 
  
Go somewhere different for a fresh perspective. Combine nature and exercise or 
bushwalking, which has proven benefits for our wellbeing. If you don’t believe me 
check this out. https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-02-05/nature-park-
forest-immune-system-inflammation-mental-health/9387714    

We have many beautiful natural locations that are close by. Take a picnic and   
enjoy a shared meal in nature. 
 
Some possibilities are; 
   

1. Garfield Water Wheel to Welsh Village loop 
2. Vaughan Springs  
3. Expedition Pass Reservoir/Golden Point Reservoir 
4. Lake Daylesford 
5. Lake Jubilee - Daylesford 
6. Lots of points along the Goldfields Track. 
7. Castlemaine Botanical Gardens 
8. Kalimna Park 

  Go for a big bike ride. 
 Go fishing. 
 Cook something out of the ordinary. 
 Relax and read a book, even for a whole day. 
 Watch a movie or series. 
 Garden. 
 Catch up with someone you haven’t seen in a while. 

  
This list could go on, but I won’t. I’m sure you will have your own ways that you 
can relax. Please try and use the day as intended though as this term has been one 
out of the ordinary to say the least. Our St Mary’s community has been amazing 
and it is time to reward ourselves. 
  
Mark O’Sullivan 
 
  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-02-05/nature-park-forest-immune-system-inflammation-mental-health/9387714
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-02-05/nature-park-forest-immune-system-inflammation-mental-health/9387714


 

  

 
 

 
New enquiries please 

phone the school on 

54722270 for a  

school tour. 

Now takingNow taking  

enrolments enrolments 

for 2021 for 2021   

Please note the following school closure dates: 

Thursday, 4th June - No Students in attendance 

 - Staff Report Writing Day offsite 

Friday, 5th June - School Closure for both Students & Staff 

Wellness Day 

Monday, 8th June - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Monday, 2nd November - Staff Report Writing & Data Analysis 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

St. Mary’s Major Fundraiser for 2020 
 

BBQ Stall - Castlemaine Farmers’ Market: 

Sunday, 7th June 
 

has been postponed, depending on 

future availability. 

 

We would like to wish the following   
students a very happy birthday: 

June 7th: Charlie Inskip 
 Lucy Lewis 



 

  

Community News . . . 

 

 

 

Reminder . . . 
 

Closing date 

for Enrolment 

is 12th June 

so please make 

sure you have 

enrolled by then. 



 

  



 

  



 

  


