Phone: 5472 2270

Fax: 54705042

Email: principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au
Facebook: St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You

Term 3, Week 8

Newsletter

Thursday September 3rd, 2020

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.

Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it
now and educating us for the future.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge
their spiritual connection to Country.
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TERM DATES
September Whole School Assembly Saturday, 10th & First Holy Communion
Wednesday, 9th | via Google Meet - Led by Gr. 2/3 | | Saturday, 17th y
Wednesday, Whole School Assembly Thursdav. 2ath School Photos -
16th via Google Meet - Led by Gr. P/1 ¥, 29 PLEASE NOTE NEW DATE
November SCHOOL CLOSURE -
Friday, 18th End of Term 3 Staff Report Writing &
Monday, 2nd .
Data Analysis
October Confirmation Preparation
Term 4 commences Thursday, 5th Evening with Denise Arnel
Monday, 5th
7:00pm
Confirmation - Confirmation
Sunday, 11th 10:30am - POSTPONED until Sunday, 22nd
10:30am
22nd November




A prayer for our Earth

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.

Pope Francis, ‘Laudato Si’, #246

Dear families,

It has been wonderful catching up with students, parents and parishioners virtually over the past week
through the whole school assembly and commitment Mass on Friday. | apologise for any issues encountered
whilst trying to access the Google Meet link. The link will be shared with all students for next week’s assembly
on their Google Classroom stream at 7pm the night before. It can also be accessed from the school calendar
(available on our website).

A huge thank you to Fr Wahid for his ongoing efforts to keep our community connected. He was so excited to
be able to see all your faces at our Friday Mass and is very keen to have an end of term Mass also.

With the roadmap ‘leak’ this morning in regards to an ease of restrictions it is looking promising for a return to
school at the beginning of term 4. We are all looking forward to reconnecting onsite and seeing everyone.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if there is anything, however big or small, we can do to support you.



Preps | Foundation 2021

If you know of families with school aged children who reside within our school zone that have not
yet enrolled in our great school, could you please remind them and tell them about us, and what
they are missing out on!!! Within the next few weeks we will have new families for 2021 with our
Parent Access Module (PAM). We’re looking forward to exploring new transition processes for over
the coming months given that we can’t facilitate the previous methods.

Reading and Digital Technologies
Learning from Home has heightened everyone’s awareness of how we use technology for learning.

Teachers generally see computers and iPads as tools that support learning. We are able to communi-
cate with children and parents through video, the written word or virtually.

But how does technology impact on student’s reading? | have conducted some research to find out if
there are any impacts on young learners and what we might be able to do to help. Digital devices are
here to stay so it’s worth considering how we use them to read and which strategies can help
improve children’s reading fluency and comprehension.

Deep Reading

According to Devin, “in the digital space, that means disrupting a pattern of skipping around, writing
short chats and getting lost down the rabbit hole of the internet. It means teaching kids ways to
break down a complex text, find key ideas, organize them and defend them.”

Integrating Technology

Devin believes that technology should never be taught separately. Instead, he focuses on developing
core reading strategies and highlights how “practising them in the digital space can make feedback
easier and help students go further in their thinking.”

Below are some recommendations of strategies to improve reading comprehension when using
technology.

1. Slow students down so they are focusing on the text - really important when reading on a
digital device as it is natural to skim and look for relevant information. Some research says
that we read in a letter F formation. Reading across the top, scan down and read a little more
across and then continue to scan down through the text rather than reading all of it.

2. Engage students in an active way with the text - writing notes is a great way of gathering
information from the text. Writing down main points and supporting evidence, capturing the
ideas pictorially, writing a response to the ideas, etc.

3. Encouraging oral discourse — discussing the reading with peers, teacher or family, the conver-
sation will help to create meaning.

4. Getting students to reflect - what did they get from the text, does it connect to them in any
way, do they need to find out more information, does it spark their interest in learning more?

If you are interested in reading the whole article you can find it using this link.
https://www.kqged.org/mindshift/46426/strategies-to-help-students-go-deep-when-reading-digitally

Wishing you all a wonderful week ahead and | look forward to seeing you at our next assembly on
Wednesday morning if you can make it.

Kind regards,
Ben Shields.


https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/46426/strategies-to-help-students-go-deep-when-reading-digitally

What’s happening across St Mary’s learning
community?

Prep/One have been working on respond-
ing to different kinds of texts, identifying
new words, creating story maps, and
identifying aspects of the texts that they
did or did not enjoy. During our Google
Meets Preps have been focusing on
vowels and syllables, and Year One's have
been working with suffixes. There have
been some excellent entries into online
journals, Prep/One's have been very busy
doing all sorts of things such as baking,
building lego, playing soccer, flipping on
the trampoline, and playing with their
siblings. We are all crossing our fingers
and toes for a return to school in Term

Four!

Heidi Neugebauer - Gr. P/1

Samuel Aldridge (Year One) creating a
character from one of our storybooks
out of LEGO.

Emily Lucas (Prep) enjoying the
beginning of Spring during one of her
daily walks.

Emily walks every day for her challenge!




Facts About Elephants

I3 ma again Todsy I'm going %0 1K about aleghants

1.What ane dlephants?
Elphants are 1o largest Iing land animal they am a
mammal and belong 10 T eephantidae Tamily

u

2 Are elephants fast or dow?
African elephants’ speed is around 40kmh
But most elephants” speed is close 1o 25kmh,

3.What are elephants afraid of?
Elephants fear of 5 more to do with the element of
surprise.

By Emaia 5l

Week 8 with ¢grede 203

We have been so busy during week 8. Our
whole class text this week was called “All About
Chocolate™. This text told us how the cacao i3
bean is grown and changed into the g™
chocolate we eat. In math we focused on
symmeiry. We were challenged to find
symmetry in the environment, which showed us ’
how incredible and beautiful mother nature \‘, :
really is. We have done lots of cooking. % .
creating, designing, writing and reading. It's [ e
been a great week e
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Week 8 with 4 / 5 and Miss C

Thank you to 4 / 5 for a terrific assembly.

This week 4 / 5 are involved in a Chance competition -
how many packets of lollies in this jar?

The winner will find out on Friday afternoon.

Our Literacy focus this week is learning how to write metaphors. This was quite a

challenge but 4 / 5 showed persistence, worked really hard and created some beautiful
mental images.

These are some examples of our metaphors about a basketball player.

4 )

Stephon Marbury is a Stephon Marbury is a

: Stephon Marbury is a . . .
h tick
uman pogo stick, hawk swooping and diving lightning bolt moving from

jumping and leaping for unexpectedly. one end of the court to the
the hoop. other.
By Madd
By Lucy y Maady By Oli

\_ VAN AN

Another writing genre we have been working
on is letter writing.

4 / 5 write handwritten letters to Miss C and
have learnt how to address envelopes and -

to respond to letters.
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st. Francis is the wind flying beside the
sister birds

swirling around brother sun
whispering words into the animals ears

Gathering in all the animals of the earth

_—, 0 e



We also tried writing metaphors about ourselves.

I am a bed, comforting and relaxing to be with. Michael

I am a taco, filled with layers of joy and creativity. Lucy

I am a monkey who is loving, kind, creative, and joyful. molly

I am a border collie, running free on the farm, chasing
whatever I see. Harper

I am a radio controlled vehicle, smashing through the bush.
will

I am an accordion, playing each note carefully while thinking
it over. 077

am the water flowing through the world, I am the water.
am the rhythmic waves lapping at the beach

am rivers cutting through my landscape

am the deepest Take still and wise

am the rain giving everyone life

The dams can’t hold back I am the water. Raph

H H H H H

Numeracy this week we have been studying the art of Escher and
Tearning the rules of tessellation, so that we can make out own
Escher inspired tessellations. Stay tuned for some more
tessellations to come.

S

G

work by cullen and Harper




4 / 5 students have also been busy with their own projects
and interests.

THE GRADE SIX LEGENIS have been working

hard at home and doing some great work. Our spelling has been

turned into recipes, procedures and even narratives! We have all =\ /a
had to dig deep to keep pushing on though lockdown but are still fighting on bravely. We

learned a new way to convert fractions into decimals and will soon be converting these into
percentages.

Our ERPs are well underway and almost completed. A great job by all students.

We have been writing acrostic poems about ST. Monica and St. Augustine in Religion with
some very reflective work being produced.

Our Google meetings are a great way for us to see each other again, discuss texts we are
reading and tell the odd riddle or two. By the way. ‘The more of this there is, the less you
see. What is it?’

Finally, we have just finished reading Her Perilous Mansion, our class novel, by Sean Williams
and now need another great book. Any ideas would be appreciated.

Kind regards,

Grade six Legends.

We would lke B wish Te following H PY

it o vy, bapey 5etite;. DIRT 'DAY!
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Seplember Slii.  Miles Cheesman
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What can you do to get |nvo|ved’>

Most children’s waking hours are spent sitting at school and at home, so we need to
integrate opportunities to get them to be more active as part of everyday life.

Below are six simple ways you can incorporate 30 minutes of physical activity and also
reduce sedentary lifestyles at home on National HPE Day. Doing these activities with your
child will (over time) make a substantial difference to their health and learning outcomes,
and establish good habits that will stay with them throughout their entire life.

Set aside time to be active as a family Use active modes of travel

AN

,’l

Visit a local club and play

Unplug the technology and play /
organised sport

/o)

AW 4
| Walk the walk by being a positive Teach your children fundamental ;l
role model movement skills
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Respecl; Resilience. Resporsibilily

ST MARY'S
PRIMARY SCHOOL

CONTACT (03) 54 722 270

NOW TAKING
ENROLMENTS

FOR 2021




Community News. ..

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

SPRING 2020

WEEK ONE 21SEPT - 25 SEPT WEEKTWO 28 SEPT-20OCT
SAY GOODBYE TO WINTER _Mon 21 Sept

‘W wave goodbye o Using recycled items we
‘Winter by making Winter create our epic marble runs.
Haow fiar can your

rrarbles roll?

wonderland snow globes to
remind us of the beauty of
the season.

IT'S SPRING TIME! Tue 22 Sept DINOSAUR WORLD Tue 29 Sept

Celebrata the beginning Be o paloeontzlogist for
of Spring with Spring time the day and discover the
activities. We will get busy in amazing word of dincsaurs.

the garden planting for the It will e ROARSOME!
FIEW S80S0,
‘

MINI OLYMPICS Wed 23 Sep

Jain your friends to make - We'ne bn’ngin%ms axcitement
medals and flags then ‘ | of science to Blowyour
Reody! Set! Gol for lots of 1 mind with experiments of
SpOrtevents at our very own L, . 1| allshapes andsizes. It will

Olympics. \ be a fun filled day of STEM

: | octivities,

RECYCLED CITY Thur 24 Sept

Together we use all sors of L- t,. Let your imagination run

booes and recycled iems to wild and create a mini world

create our vary own city. in o box using all sors of
A IF
\b—- = [ ]

rhiniatu re materals.
WHEELS DAY* Fri 25 Sept

BYO your scocters and
skateboards for o day of
wheelie fun.

Fri 2 Cet
Its party trmel Come along
andcelebrate the last day
of the holidays with heaps
of fun games, activities and

"Helmetz are required yummy food!

.+ "Please spaak to service
v . about any dietary
requirgments.

N ===/

584 per day - bookings can be made through your My Family Lounge account
What to bring: Den't forget your broad brimmed, bucket or legicnares hat, surscresan, snacks, lunch and drink bottle.

CASTLEMAINE
SCHOOL HOLIDAY v
PROGRAM

Campballs Cresk Primary School | 127 Main Rd Campbalis Creek V1G 3451
p: 499 GA3 A% | &:caste maine@ymoa.angau | wic hildm neprogm ms ymooorg.au the

We are running a weekly Rosary via zoom on Saturdays at 5pm, and a weekly
prayer meeting on Thursdays at 7:30pm.

If you would like to be included in either the Rosary or Prayer group, please drop
me a quick text on 0422 344 907 with your email address.

The link for this Thursday is: https://usweb.zoom.us/|/771334644867
pwd=YWISMGYWWX03NTNMaFN6VTJJUMNIQTO09.

Meeting ID: 77133464486, Passcode: 6Rg3ak

Regards, Juliet Guy



https://usweb.zoom.us/j/77133464486?pwd=YWtSMGYwWXo3NTNMaFN6VTJJUmNiQT09
https://usweb.zoom.us/j/77133464486?pwd=YWtSMGYwWXo3NTNMaFN6VTJJUmNiQT09
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