
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Week 6 

Thursday November 12th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

November 
Wednesday, 18th 
Friday, 27th 

Book Fair - (please see  
further for information) 

 
Monday, 14th 
6:00pm 

Graduation Mass/Liturgy - 
more information to follow 

Wednesday, 25th 
Prep Transition Day 
Group A 9:00 - 9:45am 
Group B 10:00 - 10:45am 

 

Tuesday, 15th 
Final day for students 
3:15pm finish 

December 
Wednesday, 2nd 

Prep Transition Day 
Group A 9:00 - 9:45am 
Group B 10:00 - 10:45am 

 
Wednesday, 16th 
Thursday, 17th 

Numeracy Testing - 
by appointment 

Monday, 7th 
P & F Meeting - 
9:30am 

 

Friday, 18th Final day for staff 

Tuesday, 8th 
SHC Transition Day  
CMC Orientation Day & 
St. Mary’s Going Up Day 

 
January 
Wednesday, 27th 

Staff return for 2021 

Monday, 14th Grade 6 Fun Day 
 Thursday, 28th 

Friday, 29th 
Literacy Testing -  
by appointment 

Monday, 14th Reports sent home 

 
February 
Monday, 1st 

All students return for  
2021 Year 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear families, 

Over the last couple of days I have had conversations with a variety of people (staff, students and 
parents) about the fact that we are over halfway through Term 4 and that the year has really gone 
quickly, and almost finished. In Leunig’s cartoon above, the ‘there’ he refers to is always a place     
beyond completion, implying our job is never finished, because of change and the new horizons that 
are constantly presenting themselves. At St Mary’s, there too is a bigger picture for us, and a context 
that is beyond completion. When it comes to learning and teaching, building community, enhancing 
our Catholic School Identity etc, we will always be on Leunig’s journey. However, peeling that all back 
to 2020, there are only 4 full weeks, plus 2 days, left of this school year. In due course, even though 
the delivery needs to be reimagined, we will be able to recognise and celebrate all the wonderful 
achievements that have occurred this year for us as a school community, and to farewell our amazing 
seventeen Year 6 students. But until then, there is still much to do, navigate and celebrate in these 
last few weeks. 
 

In regards to the end of the school year, the following dates are applicable. The last day for students 
will be Tuesday 15th December. On Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th December, the staff will be 
facilitating numeracy testing for all next year’s students (by appointment), before finishing on Friday 
18th December. All important dates are included on our calendar, for your information. 
 

Pick-up/Drop-off 
It has been reaffirming to receive correspondence from parents this week who share concerns about 
the current pick-up. I’ve met with the Mt Alexander Shire Council this week to discuss some changes 
regarding signage and line marking. They were very receptive to the proposed alterations and also 
share concerns about the pick-up area. 
 



 

  

A couple of aspects we can improve together to assist in making the pick-up area safer for all: 

 If you are parking to collect your child/ren, please walk to the front of the school to safely   
walk them back to the car.  

 All students being collected at the front will be at the pick-up area by 3:15pm. This has been    
an issue with students coming out 5-10 minutes after the bell and I will address this today. 

 If your child/ren have not made it to the pick-up area, can you please continue to move    
(maybe leave and re-enter the pick-up area) to promote traffic flow and ease congestion.  

 
Prep 2021 Orientation 
There will be two experiences for our 2021 Prep students to meet their teacher and become familiar 
with their learning environment. The sessions will be held on Wednesday 25th November and 
Wednesday 2nd December. A letter was sent out with further details on grouping etc. to comply   
with the current restrictions. 
 
Going Up Morning 
There have been no changes required for Going Up Morning which is scheduled for Tuesday 8th     
December between 9 and 11am. Next year’s classroom teachers will be announced in the newsletter 
preceding this date. 
 
Have a happy and safe weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 

Ben Shields. 

 - SCHOOL PHOTOS - 
 

Our annual school photos have been taken and are now ready to order. 
 

Arthur Reed Photos uses an online ordering system where you can view your photos 

prior to ordering. 
 

All students have received a flyer which includes a code unique to them. 

You will require this 2020 code to register online and view your photos. 
 

If you have already registered, you will receive an email or SMS from Arthur Reed  

Photos with a link to view your photos. 
 

If you have not yet registered, please go to order.arphotos.com.au and enter your 

code to complete your order. 
 

If you have misplaced your registration code, please contact Karen in the school  

office. If you have further trouble then contact the Arthur Reed  Photos customer ser-

vice team directly on 5243 4390 or customerservice@arphotos.com.au 
 

Please note that you will need to register online with your 2020 photo code to gain ac-

cess to this year’s images.  
 

All photo packages are being sent home in 2020, so please ensure that you enter the 

correct details and nominated shipping address upon checkout. 
 

If you require any assistance ordering your photos, please contact Arthur Reed Photos 

directly on 5243 4390 or email customerservice@arphotos.com.au 

http://order.arphotos.com.au/
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au


 

  

 

Week 6 Learning with 4 /5 and Miss C 

Gr. 4/5 

A question that drove our inquiry and literacy learning this week was: “what is the purpose of 

flowers in the lifecycles of plants?”  

We read about flowers, drew scientific drawings, measured, watched a documentary and       

dissected flowers, cutting them up to see all the internal parts.   

Along the way we recorded notes on a chart, “What we know, what we want to know, what we 

have learned and how we learned this.” 

Our next ERPs (Education Research Projects) have started.  Students can choose either a     

science, life cycle or grouping living things focus.  They can bring in their own equipment to use 

and research (living things to be contained). 

We have finished our class novel Because of Mr.Terupt.  Students recorded key ideas, words, 

drawings in their sketch quotes while listening to the book.  This adds to their understanding  

and enjoyment of our books.  Our new class novel is called Frindle by Andrew Clements. 

Lucy Alex 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to wish the following students a very happy 
birthday: 
  
November 13th: Raphael Nelms  
 18th: Ailish Kennedy 
     

 

Caitlin  

Seb 

Casey 



 

  

St Mary’s Book Fair 
Read all about it!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Book Fair is set to commence on Wednesday 18th November and    

finish on Friday 27th November.  The venue for the Fair is the school library. 

Students from each grade will have opportunities throughout the week to view 

the books and complete their wish list that will be provided by the classroom 

teacher.  A Book Fair flyer will be sent home with your child tonight.  

You can use either the flyer or the wish list provided by the teacher to 

complete your purchases. 
 

Purchasing items can be achieved in one of two ways - 

1. Pay by cash 

Provide the required amount of money in a sealed envelope along with the wish 

list and hand the order into the school office.  Your purchases will be forwarded 

to your child/ren. 

2. Pay online 

Follow the directions on the back of the wish list to purchase the books online, 

fill in your given receipt number, return wish list back to classroom teacher and 

your purchases will be forwarded to your child/ren. 

  

Orders for all items will be accepted up to and including Friday 27th of            

November. 

The Book Fair is a very exciting time for students to view the many different 

types of books on offer.   

A percentage of all book sales will go towards purchasing new reading  

material for the school and enhance the students of St Mary’s reading journey. 

 



 

  

 
 



 

  
 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  
 



 

  



 

  

LOST PROPERTY 
After sorting through the lost property and returning items to those who  

have names on, the following still sit unclaimed: 
 

Woollen Jumper - Size 14 
Woollen Jumper - Size 12 

Fleecy Jacket - Size 8 (cut tag) 
Fleecy Jacket - Size 12 (seam unstitched) 

Fleecy Jacket - Size 12 
Fleecy Jacket - Size 16 (guessing as size has been cut off) 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Care . . . 



 

  

Community News . . . 

 



 

  



 

  



 

   



 

  
 


