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Wonder           Persevere     Believe         Create  

       Respect      •     Responsibility         Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

 The Hope of Spring 

God, thank you for Spring and the hope of warmer, longer, brighter days. 

Thank you for the coming of growth and life and birth. 

Thank you that things are coming awake in the world. 

This is what our calendar says, and we do see some signs that it is real. 

But we also still struggle with the residual layover of winter. 

Now we ask that you bring into reality all that belongs in this season. 

Your word says that we will have provision, and hope, and joy, and health 

and loving relationships here and now in this life. 

We ask that what belongs in this season would become actual in our  

practical lives. 

We hope in you and in your promises.  

We hope in your gift of Spring. 



 

  

Dear families, 
 

As announced by Premier Andrews yesterday, the lockdown will continue for another 3 
weeks. 23rd September appears to be the next date for major announcements.  
  
What does this mean for our School? Remote Learning will continue for the remainder 
of this term. I personally found some of the information at the press conference        
confusing but this has been subsequently clarified in a Principal Briefing yester-
day. Regional schools remain in remote learning. When further advice arrives, I will 
communicate that too. 
  
Emotions:  
Each of us will act and react with varying emotions to this announcement and that is ok. 
Please remember you have little ears nearby and they do model themselves on you and 
your behaviours. Our staff will continue to do their best with the learning and teaching. 
I sincerely thank families who have supported their children as best they can. This is not 
easy on anyone!  
  
Onsite Supervision:  
Thanks to the families using this service for booking and following the protocols we 
have outlined. Next week’s requests open today and will close on Friday at 1pm. I will 
confirm your place via email but PLEASE ensure your documentation is up to date with 
signatures and dates, etc. We must have current signed essential workers permits as a 
government requirement. 
  
Again, we plan staffing rosters based on the numbers booked in and while I don’t want 
to turn families away who are eligible, if we don’t have the correct ratios due to late 
bookings, I may need to politely decline your request. Please understand that when a 
teacher is onsite supervising, they are unable to teach their class too. Let’s try to be 
planned and organised as soon as possible.  
 
Please do not send your child/ren to school if they are feeling unwell or experiencing 
any cold and flu symptoms. We have had to send a number of children home this week 
due to this occurring. As we’ve seen with the Shepparton cluster, this can quickly have 
significant ramifications for our entire school population in a short period of time - 
maintaining safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
 
On advice from CECV, the latest recommendation is that all students wear a face mask 
whilst onsite. We can’t mandate this with children being under 12 years of age, but it is 
highly recommended. 
 
Reminder – BOTH parents MUST be working outside of the home to be eligible for    
onsite supervision. Please respect this and avoid an awkward conversation with us. 
 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please see the link below to request on-site supervision for Monday 6th-Friday 10th 
September: Survey Closes Friday 3rd September at 1pm 

 

https://forms.gle/T4SKxxKLF7DjYwbW8 

 
Family Coping Tips: Psychologist, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg offered these tips on Sunrise 
over the weekend… I wonder if they resonate with you? 
 

Parents set the emotional tone – Alert, but not alarmed 
Send an optimistic message – things will get better 

Meet our own needs for connection – exercise, sleep and healthy diet 
Schedule Kids’ days – they love certainty and schedules 

  
Inside out:  
I recently had a chat to my niece who was telling me about the Zones of Regula-
tions and how she uses them to help identify emotions and feelings. She went on to 
tell me all about a great movie I had forgotten about called “Inside Out”. If you haven’t 
already seen it as a parent, I HIGHLY recommend you watch it – with or without your 
kids! It will give you a real insight into thoughts, emotions and the power of our brain -  
especially in these tougher times we are in! I know it helped me improve as a parent 
too. 
  
Attendance: 
Each term I receive an update from CECV about students with high rates of absentee-
ism, and then we focus, mainly on the unexplained absences. We have been following 
up with some families and we know and appreciate the current COVID situation is a 
tricky one to navigate at times. Can I please ask that you communicate with your child’s 
teacher, reach out and let us know if you aren’t online for a day etc. so we can keep 
connected as best we can. Obviously if your child is unwell, let us know too. Thanks in 
advance. 
 
2022 Preps:  
Please remind anyone considering enrolling their child at St Mary’s for 2022 
(neighbours, friends and family) to enrol their child for next year if they are of school 
age! It’s not too late. The more we know sooner, the better we can plan for next year. 
 
Rescheduled Closure Day: 
We have managed to schedule another day with Jared this year to continue our educa-
tional neuroscience journey. Planning for the best case scenario, our closure day is now 
scheduled for Friday November 12th. We also have our second session with Leading 
Teams scheduled for Friday 8th October.  
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P & F News . . . 

Prep and Grade 1/2 Program for next week: 
We are maintaining our commitment to professional growth and development of our 
staff during this time to continue to enhance high quality learning outcomes for our  
students. Next week Danielle Crane and Emma Burge will be attending an intensive  
professional development focusing on reading and spelling strategies. All full time 
teaching staff will participate in this learning by the end of the year to enhance our 
whole school consistent approaches. The program for Prep and 1/2 over Tuesday and 
Wednesday will be structured in a similar format but will not include Google Meets for 
the two days. 
 
I would like to extend a special thanks to Barb and Rob who have worked tirelessly    
during this lockdown with supporting onsite supervision on a daily basis. Their work is 
greatly appreciated! 
  
I hope you are finding an opportunity, reason, excuse…whatever!...to get outside and 
enjoy this glorious weather. All the best for the week ahead! 
  
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to wish the following students a very  

happy birthday for next week: 

 Indi Morelli : September 3rd 

Miles Cheesman : September 5th  

                                                                   

 

Please be advised that the special lunch for Term 3 will now 

 be postponed to Term 4. Date to be confirmed. 
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‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’ 
 

September 1st – National Wattle Day 
 

Why do we celebrate National Wattle Day? 
We celebrate National Wattle Day to celebrate Australia and 
being Australian. 

 National Wattle Day includes everyone; 

 Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) is our national floral     
emblem. It is a symbol that comes directly from our land; 

 Golden Wattle is a unifying symbol of Australia and           
Australians. There is no other symbol that says so much 
about us and our land, Australia; 

 Wattles are Australian with great diversity (more than 1,071 
species) and resilience like our people; 

 Wattle welcomes the spring, and is among the first plants 
to regenerate after fire, reminding us of the importance of      
renewal as it paints our national colours across our           
landscapes; 

 All wattles remind us of      
Australia and Australians. 


