
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Week 8 

Thursday November 26th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

December 
Tuesday, 1st 
Tuesday, 8th 
Thursday, 10th 
 
Tuesday, 15th 
 

Advent Liturgies  
Grade 2/3 (Hope) 2:30-2:45pm 
Grade 4/5 (Faith) 2:30-2:45pm 
Grade 6 (Joy) - 2:30-3:15pm -  
Graduation Liturgy 
Grade P/1 (Peace) -12:00pm - 
The Nativity 

 

Tuesday, 15th 
Final day for students 
3:15pm finish 

Wednesday, 2nd 
2nd Prep Transition Day 
Group A 9:00 - 9:45am 
Group B 10:00 - 10:45am 

 
Wednesday, 16th 
Thursday, 17th 

Numeracy Testing - 
by appointment 

Monday, 7th 
P & F Meeting - 
9:30am 

 
Friday, 18th Final day for staff 

Tuesday, 8th St. Mary’s Going Up Day 
 January 

Wednesday, 27th 
Staff return for 2021 

Friday, 11th Grade 6 Fun Day 
 Thursday, 28th 

Friday, 29th 
Literacy Testing -  
by appointment 

Monday, 14th 
 

Reports sent home 
 February 

Monday, 1st 
All students return for  
2021 Year 

Monday, 14th 
6:00pm 

Graduation Mass/Liturgy - 
more information to follow 

 
  



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Christ the King 
 

 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God  

as something to be exploited,  

but emptied himself,  

taking the form of a slave,  

being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form, 

 he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death—  

even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him  

and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus  

every knee should bend,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess  

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father (Phil 2: 5–11). 
 

 May Christ our king pour upon us his abundant gifts and bring us to reign with him in glory.  

May the God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, restore, establish and 
strengthen us. To him be glory and praise for ever and ever. Amen! 

 

 



 

  

Dear Families, 

Last Sunday the Catholic Church celebrated the feast of Christ the King. When Jesus speaks about 
the Kingdom of God he never gives a particularly clear picture of what he means. He usually refers to 
the kingdom with metaphoric language (‘the kingdom of God is like …’) and often the kingdom is 
defined by what it is not. The kingdom is also a real contradiction: it is here and now and yet it is still 
to come. Christ's kingdom is a kingdom of truth and life, of holiness and grace, of justice and love 
and peace. We need not stand at a distance from him, afraid to approach because of our human    
vulnerability. He is the one who loved us so much that he handed himself over to suffering and death 
so that we might live. He has already brought us to birth in this kingdom through Baptism and he has 
taught us how to live in it. 
 

This feast marks the end of the liturgical year and the new liturgical cycle begins this weekend with 
the first Sunday of Advent. During the weeks of Advent we will conduct an Advent Liturgy with all 
the children. Thank you to Mrs. White for organising our weekly liturgical celebrations.  
 
Parish Masses 
Fr Wahid has been exceptional at maintaining connectedness throughout the lockdowns and         
engaging our community and beyond via YouTube and Live Streamed Masses. Whilst there are still 
Masses being recorded, the opportunity to celebrate Mass together at St Mary’s Church has been 
realised with a maximum congregation of 150 allowed.  
 
COVID Related News – Important 
It is with great happiness and relief that I can again offer some positive news around the easing of 
restrictions and the application to schools following the State Government announcement last  
weekend. 
 
Visitors 
Re-commencing tomorrow, we are able to welcome visitors onsite with some limitations. Please 
maintain physical distancing and enter buildings with a face mask. Masks are not required outside. 
School visitors (parents/carers) must comply with public gathering limits (group limit of 20 people 
indoors and 50 people outdoors). Adhering to the group limitation numbers is a shared responsibil-
ity. 
 
To be onsite, you will be required to scan the QR code at the entry points upon arrival.  
There are 2 different codes to identify where visitors have been in the school for contact tracing   
purposes. One for ‘Buildings’ and the other ‘StMarysYard’.  
Scanning the appropriate QR code is required upon each visit. 
 
Pick-up times 
Staggered pick-up times will discontinue from tomorrow with all students finishing at 3:15pm.        
Further pick-up arrangements will be discussed and communicated (i.e. potentially offering pick-up 
from the back gate again). 
 
Assemblies 
Face-to-face assemblies can recommence if they are exclusively attended by students and staff only.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Liturgies 
We will commence whole school advent liturgies next week. 

 Tuesday 1st December at 2:30pm (led by Gr 2/3) 

 Tuesday 8th December at 2:30pm (led by Gr 4/5) 

 Thursday 10th December 2:30pm (led by Gr 6) 

 Tuesday 15th December at 9:30am (led by P/1) 
 

Visitors are welcome following the sign-in process. Given this is a larger scale celebration face masks 
will need to be worn outside in alignment with the events guidelines. 
 
Graduation 
Graduation is definitely on! Lock in Monday 14th December at 6pm – St Mary’s Church. Large gather-
ings involving external guests are subject to public gathering limits for ceremonies: total venue cap 
(including students, staff and visitors) of 150 indoors or 300 outdoors following the 1 per 4m2 rule. 
 
Drinking fountains have been flushed out and are available for students to use again. It would still be 
advantageous for students to bring their own water bottle. 
 
Grade 6 Fun Day 
A special thanks to Mr Johns for working through difficult limitations to schedule a Fun Day for the 
Grade 6 students on Friday 11th December. All Grade 6 students should have received a note outlining 
the plans. Please return by next Wednesday.  
 
2021 Foundation Students 
On Wednesday morning we welcomed our incoming Foundation students for a short orientation    
session. We would like to warmly welcome our new students and families to St Mary’s. It’s great to 
have you here and we are very much looking forward to your journey ahead at our wonderful school. 
 
The End is Nigh! 
Well the end of the school year anyway! We are certainly rushing headlong towards the end of the 
year and we have an extremely busy couple of weeks ahead of us, especially for the grade 6 students. 
Whilst there may be a number of distractions, it is vitally important that we continue to focus on the 
children’s learning and that the children themselves continue to do their best. It would be great if all 
parents could remind their children that even though it is nearly the end of the year, it is certainly not 
a time to drop our standards of behavior or endeavour. 
 
School Fees 
As we draw very close to the end of the year, there are a number of families who have not finalised 
their school fee accounts. Please make an effort to clear any arrears before the 11th of December. If 
any family finds it difficult to meet their commitments please make an appointment to see me so that 
we can discuss different payment options. All families should be aware that no child will be denied a 
Catholic education on the basis of their capacity to pay fees.   
 
 

 



 

  

In consultation with the School Advisory Council, Fr Wahid and our Business Manager it was deter-
mined that the following fees and levies would be set for 2021: 
 

The following is charged per family for the year : 
Family Fee : $1,275.00 
Capital Levy : $195.00 
 
The following is charged per student: 
Curriculum Levy : $310.00 
Excursion Levy : $ 100.00 
 

 
Thank you for your ongoing understanding of the restrictions placed on our school community. I’m 
looking forward to showing off our beautiful new refurbishment and celebrating the very best of St 
Mary’s as we head towards the end of the 2020 school year – being a connected school community 
again! 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 

 
 

 
 



 

  

 

Week 8 learning with 4 / 5 and Miss C. 

Gr. 4/5 

Congratulations to Oli, winner of our marble competition 

last week, with a total score of 96. 

 

Friday afternoon Seb shared his ducklings with the class, which presented another 

opportunity for scientific drawing and to hear about life cycles. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at how our plants have grown!   

Recording and measuring continues of our beans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a class we followed the writing process (research, seed, rough draft,  
editing, publish) to create a report about flower anatomy.   

This is our published work: 

Flower report 
Flowers are the reproductive part of the plant. There are two types of flowers:  

perfect and imperfect.  Perfect flowers have both male and female parts,  
while imperfect have one part. 

The male reproductive parts are called the stamen. The two parts of the stamen are 
the anther and filament. The filament is a stalk, which hold up the anther.  

The anther contains pollen which can be different shapes and sizes. 
The female reproductive system is called the carpel.  

You first see the sticky stigma standing vertically upright in the centre of the flower. 
The stigma is on top of a tube called a style, which leads to the ovary. The ovary is a 
swollen chamber that contains the ovules. Ovules are the cells (eggs), which when 

fertilized by pollen, becomes seeds. 
Pollen travels in many different ways, such as wind, birds, insects, reptiles and   

mammals. The stigma waits for the perfect pollen. The pollen burrows                  

down to the ovules, to make a viable seed. This becomes the fruit.  



 

  

Gr. 6  

 

 

We are continuing working on our ERPs and striving hard to create the 

best Expo we can on December 9. Some themes include Social media    

influences, body image and advertising effecting self-image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Puberty class this week we discussed what sort of products were    
available to us during this time of change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were able to experiment with all sorts of resources and  
products in a fun and safe way. 

Graduation is almost locked away! Stay tuned for details to follow. 
Here is the final piece of our class’s Newshound article.  

All of the students worked so hard and really sharpened their  
collaboration skills on this project. 



 

  



 

  

We would like to wish the following students a very happy 
birthday:   

November 27th: Charli Simmonds-Lucas 
 28th: Henry Vandenberg 
December  1st: Adeeng Yai   
                                    

 

HEAD LICE 
 

We have had cases of head lice reported within the school - 
please check your child’s head, treat if necessary prior to 

sending back to school. 
Please remain vigilant in checking your child’s hair regularly. 

We thank you for your co-operation with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many thanks for supporting us during our Book Fair. 

This finishes up tomorrow - so for those who have not yet purchased  

but have intentions of purchasing books for your child, could you please send 

your orders in and leave at the office tomorrow morning.  

Thank you. 



 

  

 
 



 

  

Community News . . . 

 

How good would it be to streamline your 
Christmas gift giving and in doing so help 
and support local businesses that have 
also been doing it tough in 2020.  
 

Happynest Hampers is a Castlemaine 
based Mum & Daughter business which 
was established to showcase the amazing 
regional producers we have right here on 
our doorstep.  You, as our customer, get to 
experience what makes our Central  
Victorian Region so special.  
 

Our hampers are for all occasions and   
personalised to meet your  requirements. There are  alcoholic and non-
alcoholic options, food hampers and hampers designed to pamper.  They start 
at $50 or you can give us your budget and we’ll prepare a hamper to suit and 
deliver it locally.  
 

In addition we also provide personalised boxes of cookies for that special    
occasion with a box of 6 costing $20. It may be an anniversary, a birthday or a 
ladies pampering weekend, baby shower, hens nights, or just to say ‘I Love 
You’.   We just require one weeks notice to get it all together and deliver to 
you.  
 

You can find a range of different hamper suggestions on our Facebook or    
Instagram pages @happynest.hampers. Give us a follow and you can keep 
updated with new products and special occasion gift suggestions. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Caroline Goulding & Katie Tong 

Happynest Hampers 
 

Mobile: 0409 854513 
Email: happynesthampers@gmail.com 
Instagram:https://www.instagram.com/happynest.hampers/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/happynest.hampers 
ABN: 12811367396 

- FOR SALE - 
 

Size 4  St. Mary’s uniform - summer dress 

nearly new, worn only 3-4 times 

Ph:  0418 718471 

$25.00 

https://www.instagram.com/happynest.hampers/
https://www.facebook.com/happynest.hampers


 

  



 

  

 

= Job Vacancy == Job Vacancy =  

Parish Secretary, Catholic Parish of Castlemaine 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced people for the position of: 

 

Parish Secretary, Catholic Parish of CastlemaineParish Secretary, Catholic Parish of CastlemaineParish Secretary, Catholic Parish of Castlemaine   

 

Further details of the above position can be found on the Archdiocese website at:  

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies   

Applications close 8 December 2020. 

 

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne 
www.cam.org.au 

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://www.linkedin.com/company/catholic-archdiocese-of-melbourne/
http://www.cam.org.au/


 

  



 

   



 

  
 


