
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Issue 5 

Thursday November 14th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

November 
Friday, 15th 

Visit from Bishop 
Terry Curtin 

 
Thursday, 5th  

P & F Meeting - 
Staffroom - 9:15am 
All welcome 

Tuesday, 19th 
Prep 2020 Transition - 
11:30am-1:30pm 

 
Tuesday, 10th 

Whole School Transition 
Morning - 9:00am-11:00am 

Thursday, 21st Assembly - 2:40pm 
 

Tuesday, 10th 
CSC, SHC & CMC Orientation 
Day - 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Sunday, 24th Confirmation - 10:30am 

 

Thursday, 12th 
Senior Citizens 
Afternoon Tea and Concert 
- 12:00 noon 

Monday, 25th - 
Friday, 29th 

Swimming 

 

Monday, 16th 

Year 6 Day Out 
 
Whole School Graduation 
Mass - 6:00pm-7:30pm 

Saturday, 30th Youth Mass - 6:00pm 

 

Tuesday, 17th 

Final Day of Classes  
 

Family Picnic - 1:00pm 

December 
Sunday, 1st 

Vision Portraits Fundraiser 
 Wednesday, 18th 

Thursday, 19th 
Student Numeracy Testing 
by appointment times 

Tuesday, 3rd 
Prep 2020 Transition - 
1:15pm - 3:15pm 

 
Friday, 20th 

Staff Meeting -  
EOY for Staff 

Wednesday, 4th Parish Christmas BBQ 

 

Wednesday, 25th 
Community Christmas 
Luncheon - St. Mary’s Hall 
12:00 - 2:00pm 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people. Thank 
you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it now 
and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 



 

  

 

Congratulations Janae! 
Janae Gray has qualified to represent Australia at the American Barrel Racing  
Championships! Indeed, this is an outstanding achievement, congratulations Janae! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations Quinn!  
We are delighted for Quinn McMahon who was baptised at last Sunday’s 

Mass. Quinn is pictured with her Godmother Zanny, Congratulations Quinn! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

School Captain Awards: Ryan Mulholland  

& Niamh Keane 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning  
community, centred in faith and  united in our respect and  
responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; 
actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  

The Yai family would like to say thank you to everyone who donated meals, the kids especially 
loved the lasagne.  They really appreciated the hamper from Gr. 4/5,                                                   

so thank you to all families who gave items.    

Baby Nyakiir is a beautiful baby, growing and progressing well.    

CONGRATULATIONS!  to the Yai family on the birth of their beautiful little girl - 
Nyarik. Mum and Nyarik are doing very well. The Nyok family wish to thank our 
community for the casserole provided to them during this busy time. 



 

  

 
 
Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
 
We have received very positive feedback from our local community about how 
much they enjoyed viewing the colourful as well as detailed displays at the show. 
St. Mary's Students were awarded for their eye-catching artwork &  
garden produce recently at the Castlemaine Show.  Congratulations to all of our 
students who delighted the eyes of our local community at the art exhibition. Our 
children were also recognised by gaining first place in the garden produce section. 
Thank you to Mrs. Byrne and Mr. O for their dedication and for supporting our 
children to take part in the show.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remembrance Day at St. Mary’s 
Our children took part in a remembrance day service on Monday where 
they prayed for all those who have served in the wars and their families. 
We also prayed for a world where we can sort out our differences in a 
peaceful way. Lest we forget. We will remember them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Prep Transition 
The junior school was buzzing with excitement on the morning of our first Prep Transition session on 
Tuesday morning. It was a joy to welcome so many new families into our school community. From all 
accounts the children had lots of fun during this morning. 
Our 15 new students will be visiting again next Tuesday at 11.30 until 1.30.  
 
Visual & Performing Arts 
Students from Prep to Gr 6 have been focusing on a holistic Indigenous Unit in the Visual and  
Performing Arts areas. They have been studying Indigenous symbols in contemporary and traditional 
art works, their culture and storytelling. 
Through these students have had the opportunity to create an Indigenous design to represent our 
school and students, which will be painted onto the garden cow by all. Students will also have the  
opportunity to design an Indigenous story mural on to a wall. 
Through drama, students will be working collaboratively on dramatising Indigenous stories to an  
audience. Students will have a deeper understanding of the Aboriginal culture, traditions and their  
creation “Dreaming” stories. 



 

  

Blast Cricket 
Our years 3-6 students experienced a day of playing cricket 
with our other local schools at the Wesley Hill Oval this 
week. Congratulations to all of our children for their fine 
sportsmanship and for trying to do their best. 
 
Innovation & Inventions in Yrs 2-3 
Over the past two weeks, Gr. 2/3 have been learning about 
Inventors and Innovations. As part of this they are writing 
Biographies about various inventors, and discussing the impact 
of their inventions on us all. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To find out what it is like to be an inventor, they made catapults in class, which was a challenge as they 
did not really know what they were to start with!! 
As they came up with their own designs, they then looked at a design that sort of worked rather well, 
then made their own modifications to make them shoot the table tennis balls higher, further and with 
greater accuracy. They even made basketball rings to shoot through!! 
"Today we are going into 'Inventor Mode' again, and will be trying to design, make and test some 'Balloon 
Racers' on string, and figure out how to get them to go faster, and then for a longer distance. There will 
be lots of comparing of materials to make our inventions more successful!!" 
 
We thank Bernard Kerrins for the inspiring work that he has done with the children in Deb’s absence 
and we look forward to Deb returning next week. 
 
Walk to School Breakfast  
It was terrific that our community took on the challenge to achieve our 
goal of walking the distance to Canberra and beyond! To celebrate this 
achievement and to promote physical activity we had another break-
fast this year which was enjoyed by all who were able to attend.  
Congratulations to our community on a month of increased physical activity! 
 
Interactive Play Area: Sturdy sticks needed!  



 

  

Your children are immersing themselves in the construction of huts in our interactive play area. We 
need further 1.5 to 3 metre length sticks for the children to use to make tepee’s and bush huts as well 
as rocks to mark out a fire pit. Any contributions will help. To give you a clearer idea, pictured above 
are some thick long sticks that I have gathered from my property to bring in. If you can contribute any 
sticks or rocks, please let me know. Thanks:} 
 
Vision Portraits 
A friendly reminder that you may book your family portrait via the links provided in the P&F news. The 
portraits will be taken on December 1st. The school will receive a percentage of the profits. 
 
Senior Citizen’s Lunch 
Our children will be involved in the Senior Citizen’s Lunch again this year. This is scheduled for  
Thursday December 12th. Our senior students will assist with the serving of food and our junior children 
will perform the Nativity. How fortunate we are to have this opportunity to give back to the elders of 
our community. 
 
Bishop Terry Curtin is Visiting our School 
Our year 5-6 children will gain insights from Bishop Terry Curtin who will be visiting in their class  
tomorrow morning. We will then have morning tea with Bishop Terry. We are all very much looking 
forward to spending time with our Bishop tomorrow. 
 
St. Vincent De Paul Giving Tree 
We will soon have our St. Vincent De Paul Giving Tree set up in the front foyer. 
Our St. Vincent De Paul Society offer much needed support to families and the 
giving tree initiative allows children who may not have a present under their 
Christmas tree to receive a gift. ALL of your donations are very much  
appreciated. SVDP use money that also covers the costs of food to supply their 
food bank to buy toys for children The donations we offer means that they 
have to spend less on gifts therefore they have more money to keep food supplies stocked for the 
needy. Vouchers and toys are welcomed. If you donate money, that will go into the pool of money to 
buy toys. More information will follow later in this newsletter. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Child Safe Posters 
I will be including a series of child safe posters in the newsletters for the rest of this term. In the  
interests of our children we continue to comply with the Child Safe Standards mandated by our  
government. 
 
2020 Fee Schedule: 
Thank you to you all who have kept your fees up to date. In order to meet our financial commitments, 
we need all fees brought up to date asap and before the end of this year. If you are unable to achieve 
this, please make an appointment to come in and see me to discuss payment options. We have  
included next year’s fee schedule for your forward planning. We keep fees to a minimum and have  
only increased them by $35.00 in 2020 as outlined below.  
 

 Family fee:               $1250.00      per family (an increase of $25.00) 

 Curriculum Levy:   $300.00  per child 

 Capital levy:                   $175.00  per family (an increase of $10.00) 

 Excursion levy:          $100.00  per child 



 

  

Book Your Tickets Now! Castlemaine Youth Theatre Presents:  
Two tales of action, adventure, friendship and food… 
Bring your nearest and dearest, furthest and fondest. These fun-filled family performances are some-
thing you don’t want to miss. 
They are very excited to present these wonderful shows, both have been devised and created by the 
students with the assistance of local writers, teachers, film makers and even a theatrical special 
effects company. (Keep an eye out for the film of the exploding spy car!)  
Students from Campbell’s Creek Primary, Castlemaine North School, Castlemaine Primary, Winters 
Flat, Castlemaine Steiner School and St Marys all feature in these wonderful full length plays.  
 
008 Mission Too Hard Not to Fail 
Part live performance and part film, tells the story of the secretly not so secret, life of spies. Featuring 
gadgets, hot dogs, a good looking spy who can stop enemies in their tracks, with a single pose and 
bring your Son to work day....  
Who stole the golden chicken wing? Why won’t my parents accept me for the Evil Genius I truly am? 
And how exactly do you fold a fitted sheet?  
 

All will be revealed:  

 7pm Friday November 22nd 

 2pm Sunday November 24th 

 7pm Thursday the 28th 
  
Cinderella With The Lot 
A fresh take on the old tale, almost as fresh as Cinderella’s  
pizza! This show brings together a hungry real estate agent,  
a used car lot, special effects and magic, a humble pizzeria,  
a Fairy God Mother banned by from using her magic until she completes an anger management  
program, a talent show and some awesome dancing!  
 

Your times for belly laughs are: 

 5pm Saturday November 23rd 

 5pm Sunday November 24th  

 7pm Friday November 29th 
  
Single Performance: $20 Adult and $15 Concession/Child  
Or See All plays for one price: $35 Adult Festival ticket and $25 Concession Festival ticket 
Tickets are available online or at the door.  
www.trybooking.com  

 
Birthdays 
The children have commented on how much they like the refreshing fruit 
platters and vegetable sticks that they share on fellow student’s birthdays. 
It is not expected that you provide food to share however if you would like 
to provide something for the children, as per our policy we ask that it is raw 
fruit and or vegetables. 
 

 
Lost Property  
We have many uniform items in the lost property basket. Please come in 
and check what is there if your child is missing clothing. It would be  
helpful to also check that all of your child’s uniform is clearly labelled. 
Thank you. 

http://www.trybooking.com/


 

  

Second hand Uniform – Calling for Donations  
If you have any of our current uniform items that you no longer need you may donate them to our  
second hand uniform cupboard. We can then pass these items on to those who need them.  
Thank you to those of you who have already given us unwanted items.  
 
 

Kind regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 

 
 
 
 



 

  



 

  

 P & F News . . . 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS”  

Calendar Dates:- 
 

Sunday 1st December  - Vision Portraits Fundraiser, St Mary’s School 

Tuesday 12th December – Senior Citizens Lunch 12noon, St Mary’s Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next P&F Meeting Thursday 5th December, 9.15am, Staffroom. All welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Portrait Fundraiser 

 
Sunday 1st December @  

St Mary’s School 

 
Please see flyer and use link to book 

your place! Be quick places will fill 

up fast!  

 

A lovely family photo to give  

family and friends! 

Colgate Fundraiser 

Please keep collecting all year round! 

 

Senior Citizens 

Lunch 

 
 

Tuesday 12th December  

12noon onwards 
 

Help needed on the day and donations of 

biscuits/slices greatly appreciated! 

Giving Tree 
 

Keep an eye out for the St Vincent’s Giving 

Tree in the main foyer!  
 

St Vincents are always grateful for donations of 

non-perishable food items and there will be a 

basket in foyer year round for collection. Items 

include pasta, pasta sauces, toothpaste/

brushes, soups, condiments, etc. 

 



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  


