
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Week 7 

Thursday March 11th, 2021  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

MARCH 
Friday, 12th 
 

Gr. Prep Class Mass 

 
Monday, 22nd 
Tuesday, 23rd 
Wednesday, 24th 

Gr. 5/6 Camp 
 - Campaspe Downs 

Monday, 15th Assembly - Gr. 3/4 - 2:45pm 

 

Friday, 26th 

Interschool Cross Country 
- Gr’s 3-6 
 

End of Term Mass - 9:15am 
 

Easter Egg Raffle Drawn 

Tuesday, 16th Gr. 5 Visit to Sacred Heart 

 

Monday, 29th 
Lunch Day - Hot Dogs 
(Provided by P & F) 

Wednesday, 17th 
Thursday, 18th 

Parent-Student-Teacher  
Conversations 
- (Book Online) 

 

Wednesday, 31st 

School Photos 
 

Reconciliation Sacramental 
Preparation Evening 
(Gr’s 3 & 4) - 7:00pm 

Thursday, 18th 
P & F Meeting - 9:30am 
- School Library 

 

APRIL 
Thursday, 1st 

End of Term 1 
- 2:30 Finish 

Friday, 19th 
Ride 2 School Day 
 
Gr’s 3/4 & 5/6 Class Mass 

 

Monday, 19th Beginning of Term 2 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

St Patrick’s Prayer  
As I arise today, 
may the strength of God direct me, 
the power of God uphold me, 
the wisdom of God guide me. 
the way of God lie before me. 
May Christ shield me today. 
Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit, 
Christ when I stand. 
Christ in the heart of 
everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of 
everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Attributed to St Patrick 

 
 
Dear families,  
 

Next Wednesday we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Patrick, one of the most well-known of all the saints. 
Amidst the legends of snakes and shamrocks lies the story of a missionary whose way of living and words 
touched the souls of the people in Ireland. He spoke simply of God’s beauty and love. He spoke of a God 
so close to us that there is a very thin membrane between the divine and the human. The people of    
Ireland had long known this through their own experience and appreciation of the winds, the trees, the 
rivers, the glens, the greening earth. Patrick brought a name to their experience – Jesus, the living Word 
of God made flesh, now risen and whose radiance fills the earth – for those with eyes to see. 
 

We celebrate the ancestry of our living faith. The readings of the upcoming week remind us that we 
have our origins in the people of Israel, in Judaism through the preaching of Jeremiah, Jesus, Barnabas 
and Paul. Then, through Patrick, their story reached the shores of Ireland where it developed its own  
flavour. From Ireland it crossed the seas to Australia and many other countries. 
 

As we celebrate and give thanks for the faith of Patrick, we celebrate and give thanks for the rich herit-
age of all our ancestors in the faith, the many in our families and schools and parishes who lived and 
spoke the good news of Jesus. May we continue to be the messengers of this Good News so that we too 
can be a ‘light for the nations’. (Mary Coloe) 
 
The Power of a Growth Mindset (Did you know???) 
 

St Mary’s is actively teaching and referencing learning about ‘mindset’.  It is important for you to be 
aware of what it is, why it’s important, and how you can support it. 
 

Mindset is a simple idea researched extensively by world-renowned Stanford University psychologist 
Carol Dweck in decades of research on achievement and success—a simple idea that makes all the 
difference. Dr. Dweck realized that there are two mindsets: a fixed mindset and a growth mindset.  



 

  

In a fixed mindset, people believe their basic qualities, like their intelligence or talent, are simply fixed 
traits. They spend their time documenting their intelligence or talent instead of developing them. They 
also believe that talent alone creates success—without effort. They’re wrong.  
 

In a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic abilities can be developed through dedication 
and hard work—brains and talent are just the starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a 
resilience that is essential for great accomplishment. Virtually all people who achieved top performance 
had these qualities. Research shows that people with this view reach higher levels of success than people 
with fixed mindset beliefs.  
Teaching a growth mindset creates motivation and productivity in the worlds of business, education, and 
sports. It enhances relationships, and increases achievement.   
(adapted from Mindset Works, Inc.) 

 
3 Way Chats 
Next Wednesday and Thursday we will be holding our 3-way conferences. If you haven’t already, we    
encourage you to make an appointment to either meet face-to-face or have a phone conversation with 
your child/ren’s classroom teacher. Appointments can be made through the parent teacher interview 
button on PAM. 
 
Clean Up Australia Day 
A huge thanks to Danielle Crane for organising the Clean Up Australia Day initiative. The students had a 
great time and this provided an important context to revisit our waste module from our ResourceSmart 
Schools program. It was amazing to witness the joy on the faces of the local residents as a school group 
walked by! 

 



 

  

Volunteers 
It’s nice to finally be able to regularly welcome back volunteers into our school community. This is such an 
important part of our school culture and we’d really like to acknowledge and thank the dedication of    
volunteers in supporting St Mary’s previously, currently and into the future. As mentioned in a previous 
newsletter, Harry Poulton has returned to St Mary’s to work with the 3-6 students. Next week Marian will 
be joining the F-2 students to engage with them in music. We also welcome Pauline Kennedy who will be 
facilitating the re-introduction of the Mini-Vinnies initiative which is incredibly exciting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope you’ve all had an amazing long weekend. It’s hard to believe another week has passed us by. 
There’s a lot to look forward to in the weeks ahead: a special lunch day, Gr 5/6 camp, cross country,     
Responsible Pet Ownership sessions. I shouldn’t say it, but it’s feeling like a return to consistent school life 
and we’re loving it! 
 
All the best, 
Ben Shields. 

We would like to wish the following students a very happy 
birthday: 

  

Danis John George : March 13th  
 Layla Halliwell : March 17th 
 Frankie Parnis : March 18th  
   

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 26th of March the Castlemaine and District  

Interschool Cross Country will be held at the Wesley Hill 

Sporting Complex.   
 

St Mary's and Winters Flat are organising this event for the district and as 

such, are responsible for providing some marshals and helpers. The event 

runs from about 9.30am - 1.30pm. If you are interested in helping out for 

some or all of the time could you please email Mark O'Sullivan, 

mark.osullivan@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au or contact the front office? 

Our Grade 3 -6 students have been training and are either, very excited or 

dreading our impending Castlemaine and District Schools Cross Country event. 

Parents are welcome to spectate at the Wesley Hill Sporting Precinct on Friday 

26th of March. It should be a great day of exercise, fun and racing. It is also the 

first opportunity for our district schools to get together in quite a while.  

Further details and permission forms will be available on PAM shortly.   

mailto:mark.osullivan@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au


 

  

 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS - Wednesday, 31st March, 2021 

 

THERE IS NO NEED TO RETURN ANY FORMS OR MONEY TO 

SCHOOL. 

A unique image code will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families 

can register online to view images when they become available in the webshop. 

Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised 

flyer once you receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children  

attending this school. 

 

Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using 

your child’s 2021 image code to link their images for the current year  

with your contact details. 

When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have 

registered will be notified by SMS and email.  

 

Once registered, please wait for notification that 2021 images 

are online to view before making your purchase. 



 

  

‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’ 

 
It’s time to talk about recycling symbol number 4! 

This little guy is special, because it can’t go in your kerbside 

recycle bin! Packages with a recycling number 4 can be  

recycled in the ‘REDcycle’ program, available at Coles  

and Woolworths. 

 

I like to collect all my number 4 (soft) plastics, and every  

few weeks take them to Coles or Woolworths to deposit  

them in the REDcycle bins (usually located near the  

service desk at the front of the store). 

 

There are so many soft plastics that can be recycled! 

Some number 4’s include: 

Bread bags (without the tie), Bubble Wrap, Cereal box liners,  

frozen food bags, and document sleeves (remove the  

white reinforcement strip along the holes), just to  

name a few. 

When a package says “return to store” for recycling,  

that means REDcycle! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 

Please make sure that you put your child’s correct Grade when you  

place your order to enable the Sushi to be delivered to the 

correct classroom. Many thanks. 
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Dates to remember . . . 

 

 

 Friday, 12th March - 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 19th March - 9:15am 

 Gr’s 3/4 & 5/6 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 26th March, 2021 - 9:15-10:15am 

 End of Term Mass  
 

 Wednesday, 31st March - 7:00pm - Gr’s 3 & 4 

 Reconciliation Sacramental Preparation Evening  
  
 Friday, 23rd April, 2021 - 9:15am-10:15am 

 Beginning of Term 2 Mass  
 

 Wednesday, 28th April, 2021 - 7:00-8:30pm 

 First Reconciliation Celebration 
 

 Friday, 30th April- 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep & Gr. 1/2 Class Mass  
 

 Friday, 7th May - 9:15am 

 Gr, 5/6 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 14th May- 9:15am 

 Gr. 3/4 Class Mass 
 

 Wednesday, 26th May - 9:15am 

 Gr. 3/4 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 4th June - 9:15am 

 Gr. 1/2 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 11th June - 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 25th June - 9:15am 

 Whole School Mass 
 

 Sunday, 25th July, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 First Holy Communion Commitment Mass 
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 Wednesday, 4th August - 7:00pm - Gr’s 4 & 5 

 First Holy Communion Preparation Evening 
 

 Sunday, 15th August, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Feast of the Assumption Mass 
 

 Sunday, 29th August, 2021 - 10:30-12:30pm 

 First Holy Communion Celebration 
 

 Sunday, 12th September, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Holy Name of Mary Feast Day Mass 
 

 Sunday, 10th October, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 
 

 Wednesday, 20th October - 7:00pm - Gr’s 6 & 7 

 Confirmation Information Evening 
 

 Sunday, 14th November, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Confirmation Mass 

 

P & F News . . . 

 
BULB FUNDRAISER 

The P&F are currently running a bulb 
fundraiser (catalogues were sent home 
with students).  Orders are to be placed 
online by 26th March.  
Please pass on to any interested family 
and friends. Many thanks.   
www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/STMACA 
 

 
NEXT P & F MEETING - Thursday, 18th March 9:30am - School Library 
Anyone welcome to attend. 
 

mailto:www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/STMACA


 

  

 

 

 

 

EASTER RAFFLE: 
 

Calling for donations please of Easter eggs/Easter related 
gifts from families to become prizes in our annual Easter 
raffle! 
Donations to be placed in the basket in the foyer please. 
All donations to be in by Wednesday, 17th March please 
(prizes will be wrapped at our P & F Meeting on  
Thursday, 18th March). 
Tickets have been sent home, if you need additional     
tickets, these are available at  
the school office. Please return tickets to the office for 
entry into the raffle by  
Monday, 22nd March.  DRAWN ON FRIDAY, 26TH MARCH at the conclusion of end of 
term one Mass in the Church. 
This is a very special fundraiser for our children; please remember the more donations 
the more prizes to be drawn.  
 

EASTER CARE BASKET: 

Easter is a special time to think of others. We have an opportunity to partner with  
St. Vincent De Paul and make a difference to children in our community. 
Donations particularly requested are: children’s toothbrushes, toothpaste, water bottles, 
socks, non-edible Easter gifts like colouring books, bunnies and stationery.  
Easter Care Baskets (white baskets) have been placed in the foyer and we welcome 
your family’s contribution. 
 

TERM ONE SPECIAL LUNCH DAY: 

Monday 29th March-Hot Dog Lunch (provided by P&F committee)  

Please note that this lunch will be provided, so you will not need to provide lunch for 
your child/ren. Students who do not wish to eat a hot dog can bring their own lunch from 
home. Please remember to still pack their playlunch and fruit. 
 

LADIES NIGHT: 

All ladies of the St. Mary’s school community are invited to a night out at Klua Sathorn 
on Friday, 12th March from 6:30pm.  Come along for a chat, a drink, a meal and/or   
dessert!  All welcome!   
RSVP Jo on 0412 839124.  Looking forward to seeing you there.  
 

TUESDAY FRUIT MORNINGS: 

As of next Tuesday, there will be a box of fresh fruit available for students 
to help themselves. 
 
Did you know? The P & F are funding the purchase of some new literacy materials 
for our students.  

 



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  

 
F IRST LESSON F REE 

FOR STUDENTS 

 

NEWSTEAD FOOTBALL 

U13 TEAM LOOKING FOR PLAYERS 

(If you are 12 now or turning 13 this year) 

Training is each Monday at 5.30pm 

Ride out is available if required. 

Please phone Lisa on 0413 915370. 



 

  
 



 

   


