
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 2, Week 10 

Thursday June 18th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

June 
Monday, 22nd 
 

Reports sent home 

 August 
Monday, 10th, 
17th, 24th, 31st 

Year 5-6 Puberty Program 

Friday, 26th 

End of Term 2 
2:30pm finish time - 
Buses will run to earlier  
finish time 

 

Thursday, 20th School Photos 

July 
Monday, 13th 
 

Term 3 commences 
 

Sunday, 30th 
First Holy Communion - 
10.30am 

Tuesday, 14th & 
Thursday, 16th 

 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 

 

September 
Friday, 18th 

End of Term 3  
2:30pm finish time -  
Buses will run to earlier 
finish time 

Tuesday, 21st 
Communion Preparation 
Evening with Denise Arnel - 
7:00pm 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Four Candles burned slowly. Their ambiance was so soft you could hear them speak... 

The First Candle said, "I Am Peace, but these days, nobody wants to keep me lit." Then Peace's 
flame slowly diminishes and goes out completely. 

The Second Candle said, "I Am Faith, but these days, I am no longer indispensable." Then 
Faith's flame slowly diminishes and goes out completely. 

Sadly, the Third Candle Speaks, "I Am Love and I haven't the strength to stay lit any longer. 
People put me aside and don't understand my importance. They even forget to love those who 
are nearest to them." Waiting no longer, Love goes out completely. 
  
Suddenly...A child enters the room and sees the three candles no longer burning. The child  
begins to cry, "Why are you not burning? You are supposed to stay lit until the end!" 
  
Then The Fourth Candle speaks gently to the little child, "Don't be afraid, for I Am Hope, and 
while I still burn, we can re-light the other candles." 
  
With shining eyes, the child took the Candle of Hope and lit the other three candles. 
 
Never let the Flame of Hope go out of your life. With Hope, no matter how bad things look and 
are...Peace, Faith and Love can shine brightly in our lives.  
 
Tomorrow (Friday 19th June) is the Feast of the Sacred Heart. The heart of 
Christ is a symbol of Jesus’ love for us and all humanity. His generous love 
for us has often been depicted by artworks containing a heart crowned with 
thorns, bringing to mind his suffering. It reminds us that love and suffering 
often go together.  
 

The feast is an opportunity to remember those who suffer because of lack 
of food, clothing or shelter. We often have special Masses on this day and 
bring gifts of food and clothing to be shared among these people.  
 

Following the Feast of the Sacred Heart is World Refugee Day (Saturday  
20th June). We see great courage and perseverance of many of these people 
who have lost everything. Often facing injustice, misunderstanding and prejudice, these people show 
us the power of hope. 



 

  

 

Dear families, 
 
We’re almost into our final week of term and what a term it has been. Although there have been 

many challenges, there has been a substantial amount of growth. Our 3 R’s: Respectful, Responsible 

& Resilient have been hallmarks of our term together. Challenges often bring about a level of frustra-

tion but also offer opportunities to be responsible for ourselves and display a growth mindset. 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal 

Now that winter has really settled in and the temperature is dropping further and the rain falling 

more frequently, a reminder about the Winter Appeal which is underway. The Winter Appeal seeks 

to raise money and goods to help those in our community in need. There are boxes at the front foyer 

here at school. If you would like to, and are in a position to, please make a donation to this important 

cause. Also, if you have blankets or other items suitable for donation, they too can be left here at the 

school office and we will send them to St Vinnies here in Castlemaine.  

 

Sacramental Dates 

Currently there are Sacramental dates listed on the school calendar. The dates that remain are       

tentative due to the COVID-19 restrictions that have been enforced for gatherings. Fr Wahid has     

indicated that he is very keen to complete all Sacraments this year with revised dates. As soon as 

there is a clearer way forward, we will let you know immediately. 

 

Fees 

Thank you to the families who have paid or are making regular contributions to their account.  Most 

expenses that we incur as a school are at the beginning of the year, setting up classrooms and      

programs with resources that are required. If your account is currently overdue, we would appreci-

ate payment at your earliest convenience. If you need to make an appointment in regards to your 

account, please contact Karen at the office. 

 

School Pick-up 

The initial return to school period was working well with the pick-up in Templeton Street. Over the 

last week I have noticed that the staggered arrangements are not working as well as the first couple 

of weeks with the pick-up becoming quite dangerous. The pick-up space will be much less congested 

next term with the builders concluded works throughout the holidays. For the final week however, 

please exercise caution, avoid making u-turns into the pick-up area and be patient.  

 

I look forward to a positive final week of term together. 

 

Have a happy and safe weekend. 

 
Kind regards, 

Ben Shields. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

School Captains 

 

We would like to wish the following  
students a very happy birthday: 

Hi, my name is Frieda. 

During home learning I was at home with 
Mum, my Dad, my brother Otto and my dog 
Banjo.  

I got to move house in this time, from  
Fryerstown to Campbell’s Creek. The house 
we moved into is a house from the Gold 
Rush, possibly 130 years old! It also has a 
light that turns on with a string you pull!!!!!! 

I really liked joining the Google Meets       
because I got to see my classmates faces 
again and see the background of people’s 
houses.   I also loved coming to school some-
times because I got to see some of my friends 
and play with them. 

Next term I am going to be at Castlemaine 
Steiner school so I won’t be here but I am 
growing a bean plant for my classmates to 
say goodbye and remind them of me. 

My time here was awesome! I made new 
friends and learned new stuff. 

I will miss you all. 

Frieda. 

Hi, my name is Dylan. 

It is really good to be at school again!  It is 
great to be able to play with my friends again.  
We often play downball and basketball  
during recess and lunch.  Even though the 
weather has been really cold, by the time we 
have played a couple of games we are hot and 
ready to get a drink of water. 
 

It has been a lot better to have help from the 
teachers when we do our work in the class-
room.  I really enjoy the subjects of Visual 
Arts and P.E.  One particular topic in art that 
we have been doing is “Shoe in a Box” We 
have to decorate a shoe to make it have some 
sort of character to it.  For example, you can 
make the shoe an alien, a cat, a dog or even a 
shark.  We can use many different materials 
when working on the shoe, for example, card-
board, foam, paper and paint.  My shoe is go-
ing to be an alien. 
 

In P.E. I have enjoyed playing games with my 
fellow classmates.  My favourite game is 
block soccer. This game involves two teams, 
cones and a soccer ball.  To win the game, 
you need to knock the opposite team’s cones 
off the ground. 
 

I hope everyone enjoys the last two weeks of 
Term 2. 

Dylan. 

 

June 18th: Evie O’Sullivan 
 24th: Adam Lagman 
 25th: Sam Lawrence 



 

  



 

  



 

  

 
 

 
New enquiries please 

phone the school on 

54722270 for a  

school tour. 

Now takingNow taking  

enrolments enrolments 

for 2021 for 2021   

 
= SCHOOL FEES = 

 

Could we please ask families who have 

outstanding school fees to have them 

paid by the end of this Term. 

Your co-operation with finalising these for the  

Term would be very much appreciated. Thank you. 

If you need to commence periodic  

payments please contact the office. 



 

  

Parish News . . . 

Community News . . . 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

- WINTER APPEAL - 
 

TUB FOR DONATIONS IN THE FRONT FOYER OF SCHOOL 
 

SVDP are having their annual winter appeal, and we need your assistance more than 
ever.  An expected 3.4 million Australians are likely to lose their job as a result of 
Covid 19, with fears that our unemployment rate will hit over 10%. 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation please use one of the envelopes    
provided (also in the tub), with your name and contact details on the back if you     
require a receipt. Otherwise you can ring SVDP on 131812. 
 

We would also be very appreciative of any non-perishable food items and warm, 
clean blankets which you can bring to the church or school. 
 

 Many thanks from St Mary’s Conference. 

WEEK ONE: 29th July - 3rd July WEEK TWO: 6th July - 10th July 

Around the World - Monday, 29th June Let’s Go On Safari - Monday, 6th July 

Talent Show - Tuesday, 30th June Get Ready for Spring - Tuesday, 7th July 

Circus Time - Wednesday, 1st July The Race to Outer Space - Wednesday, 8th July 

Sports Day - Thursday, 2nd July A Bit of Everything - Thursday, 9th July 

All About Nature - Friday, 3rd July Pizza Party and Movies - Friday, 10th July 

$84 per day - bookings can be made through your My Family Lounge account 

What to bring: warm hat and coat, drink bottle, lunch, snacks 

CASTLEMAINE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM - Campbells Creek Primary School 

Ph:  0499 9838 28 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

WINTER 2020 



 

  



 

  


