
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Week 5 

Thursday February 25th, 2021  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

FEBRUARY 
Friday, 26th 
9:15am 

Gr. 5/6 Class Mass 
 

Thursday, 18th 
P & F Meeting - 9:30am 
- School Library 

Sunday, 28th  
10:30-11:30am 

1st Reconciliation 
Commitment Mass 

 
Friday, 19th Gr’s 3/4 & 5/6 Class Mass 

MARCH 
Wednesday, 3rd 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 

 
Monday, 22nd 
Tuesday, 23rd 
Wednesday, 24th 

Gr. 5/6 Camp 
 - Campaspe Downs 

Friday, 5th 

Gr. 1/2 Class Mass - 9:15am 
 
Clean Up Australia Day - 
Botanical Gardens  
1:00 - 2:30pm 

 

Friday, 26th 

Interschool Cross Country 
- Gr’s 3-6 
 

End of Term Mass - 9:15am 

Monday, 8th 
LABOUR DAY  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 
Monday, 29th 

Lunch Day - Hot Dogs 
(Provided by P & F) 

Tuesday, 9th 
 
 

Friday, 12th 

Preps commence full-time 
 
 

Gr. Prep Class Mass 

 

Wednesday, 31st 

School Photos 
 

Reconciliation Sacramental 
Preparation Evening 
(Gr’s 3 & 4) - 7:00pm 

Tuesday, 16th Gr. 5 Visit to Sacred Heart 
 APRIL 

Thursday, 1st 
End of Term 1 
- 2:30 Finish 

Wednesday, 17th 
Thursday, 18th 

Parent-Student-Teacher  
Conversations 
- (Book Online) 

 

Monday, 19th Beginning of Term 2 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 
branches.” Mt 13:31-32   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear families,  
 

As we journey through Lent we focus on ways in which we can help others. An important way we can 
offer alms is through Caritas Australia, one of the church’s charitable arms. During Lent, Project   
Compassion seeks to raise money, and awareness, for the people in our communities who are disad-
vantaged, displaced or marginalised. Here at St Mary’s, we support Project Compassion by placing 
donation boxes in each classroom for children to put money into. Rather than just asking mum and 
dad for money however, we would encourage the children to earn the money in some way so that 
they get a stronger sense of ‘giving’ to help others. Mrs White has shared some ideas with our        
students to promote and incentivise fundraising. Our Project Compassion boxes will remain until the 
end of term, when we will then offer the donations to Caritas.  
 

Closure Day – Science of Learning 
Next Wednesday 3rd March, we are looking forward to commencing our collective exploration of the 
Science of Learning as a staff team; how does the brain work to make sense of reality and what      
impact might this have of education? Dr Jared Cooney-Horvath is a world-renowned cognitive neuro-
scientist who has completed extensive research in the area of mind, brain and education. It is a true 
privilege for our small school to work with a leader in the field of neuroscience in education.  
 

It is important to express why and how we have arrived at this point. Having a clear purpose is essen-
tial to our journey towards creating a new educational paradigm both locally and systemically. It can 
be extremely challenging to create a paradigm shift in education. Everyone have a perceived 
knowledge of what education is, simply because we have all been a student at some point. Often, 
there is a want to replicate our educational experiences for our children. Many of the experiences 
may not have had a sound evidence base. It’s a much more significant discussion than a simple     
mention here; but as an example, homework has an extremely limited evidence base for improving 
student outcomes. Why does it still so rampantly exist in education? I believe this is simply because it 
was our lived experience as students. This is one of many existing paradigms in education that needs 
to be challenged. 
 

Our education system is derived from the model introduced during the Industrial Age where either 
manual skills or surface knowledge (basic rules, facts and ideas) were the determinants of continued 
schooling or joining the work force. The relentless repetition of skills or facts was at the forefront of 
the educational paradigm. From this perspective the goal of education was, and little has changed, to 
expediently slot each child into his or her rightful place by the process of standardisation.   



 

  

Our belief at St Mary’s is that learning is complex, wondrous and possibility filled. As such we are   
researching and embedding practices from the emerging fields of Educational Neuroscience and The 
Science of Learning to inform our methodology and enable designed research-practise translation. 
Our journey is to align the principles of ‘deep’ learning and content with the trajectory of learning; 
surface knowledge, to deep understanding to transference. 
 

The journey ahead is exciting and I look forward to sharing this with our wider school community. If 
you have any questions along the way or would like to learn more about our processes, please feel 
free to come in to walk through the spaces and have a discussion around the emergence of neurosci-
ence in our learning community.   
 
What’s happening? 
As an element of our systems design approach at St Mary’s, we have incorporated a specific hour 
block each Wednesday to work collaboratively as a whole school. Currently, our focus is centered 
around the concept of leadership and teamwork. Throughout the course of the year, we are         
planning to incorporate aspects of project-based learning and STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing & mathematics) within this multi-aged setting. 
 

This week students worked in their house groups to complete the challenge of flipping a tarp      
without anyone stepping off. The students unpacked strategies and attitudes that promoted         
success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 6 Tops 
A special thank you to the staff at Hip Pocket for supporting the design and sales of the Grade 6 tops. 
Please be aware that the cut-off date for ordering the tops will be Friday 5th March. The print run   
cannot commence until all orders are made. 
 
Pick-up Area 
A huge thank you to everyone who has really made an effort to make this as safe as possible. Over 
the last week I have seen this work exceptionally smooth.  However, there have still been a minority 
that have not quite comprehended the procedures. Ultimately, this is still making the pick-up area 
unnecessarily unsafe – we are doing this for the safety of your children. 
 

If you are collecting child/ren from this area, please use the pick-up loop. The pick-up zone is where 
the disabled carparks are marked. Parents should not be walking across the road, through the pick-
up zone and then back with their child/ren; or doing a u-turn in front of oncoming vehicles – this is 
dangerous. Additionally, please be aware that the front car in the pick-up zone has right-of-way and 
following vehicles need to wait.  



 

  

HEAD LICE 
 

We have had cases of head lice reported within the school - please check 
your child’s head, treat if necessary prior to 

sending back to school. 

Please remain vigilant in checking your child’s hair regularly. 

We thank you for your co-operation with this. 

PAM and Medical Profiles  
If you need any assistance with PAM or are having trouble accessing it, please let us know as soon as 
possible. There are still a number of outstanding medical profiles, and unfortunately, I am now in a  
position that I will have to notify families that their child/ren are unable to attend school with an       
incomplete medical profile. It’s a similar situation to the pick-up area in many ways, this information 
(not only legally) is essential for us in the event of a medical emergency. 
 

Please be aware that there will be some upcoming camp/excursion activities that will require PAM  
access and permission.  
 
3-Way Chats 
3 Way Chats appointments are now available to sign-up for via PAM (17th & 18th March). One of our key 
learnings from remote learning and, in particular communication, is that there is a greater need for 
flexibility around meetings. As a result, there are two options to select from: a face-to-face meeting 
onsite, or a phone call at your selected time. Please be aware that if you select a phone appointment, 
that you will receive a call at that time from a No Caller ID number.  
 

The purpose and process: 
The teacher facilitates the interview and guides the student/parent through the process. 
Throughout the interviews parents and the teacher are encouraged to ask questions, provide        
feedback and encouragement to the student and to share their thoughts and ideas on what is being 
presented and on what goals or targets they think are appropriate. 
In short, three-way interviews provide a forum for teachers, students and parents to acknowledge  
student learning, wellbeing and discuss future learning endeavours. They are a valuable avenue for 
involving parents and students in the learning process and helping parents understand the teaching, 
learning and assessment process. The three-way chat is an important rapport building experience to 
genuinely meet as partners in the learning process. 
 
Have a fantastic week ahead! 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 



 

  

‘Sustainability is our SUPER POWER!’ Let’s talk shampoo.  

Whilst most shampoo bottles are recyclable (once rinsed), that’s 
still a lot of plastic that needs to be processed!  

Consider swapping to shampoo bars. They’re almost  
package free, and they’re longer lasting/offer more  

washes than bottled shampoo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth & Schools Clean Up 

Day  

Friday, March 5th 

St Mary’s school will be venturing down to the 

Castlemaine Botanical Gardens from 1 -2:30pm  

to do our part for Clean Up Australia Day. The 

school is being provided with some gloves, how-

ever if students able to bring your own pair to 

use on the day, that would be great! 

#CleanUpAustralia #StepUpToCleanUp 

What a fantastic way to spend our Sustainability lesson in Week Six! 



 

  

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 

Please make sure that you put your child’s correct Grade when you  

place your order to enable the Sushi to be delivered to the 

correct classroom. Many thanks. 



 

  

R.E. 2021R.E. 2021  
(Update No. 2)(Update No. 2)  

Dates to remember . . . 

 

 Friday, 26th February - 9:15am 

  Gr. 5/6 Class Mass 
 

 Sunday, 28th February, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 First Reconciliation Commitment Mass  
 

 Friday, 5th March - 9:15am 

 Gr. 1/2 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 12th March - 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 19th March - 9:15am 

 Gr’s 3/4 & 5/6 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 26th March, 2021 - 9:15-10:15am 

 End of Term Mass  
 

 Wednesday, 31st March - 7:00pm - Gr’s 3 & 4 

 Reconciliation Sacramental Preparation Evening  
  
 Friday, 23rd April, 2021 - 9:15am-10:15am 

 Beginning of Term 2 Mass  
 

 Wednesday, 28th April, 2021 - 7:00-8:30pm 

 First Reconciliation Celebration 
 

 Friday, 30th April- 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep & Gr. 1/2 Class Mass  
 

 Friday, 7th May - 9:15am 

 Gr, 5/6 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 14th May- 9:15am 

 Gr. 3/4 Class Mass 
 

 Wednesday, 26th May - 9:15am 

 Gr. 3/4 Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 4th June - 9:15am 

 Gr. 1/2 Class Mass 
 

 

 



 

  

R.E. 2021R.E. 2021  
(Update No. 2)(Update No. 2)  

- Page 2 - 

 Friday, 11th June - 9:15am 

 Gr. Prep Class Mass 
 

 Friday, 25th June - 9:15am 

 Whole School Mass 
 

 Sunday, 25th July, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 First Holy Communion Commitment Mass 
 

 Wednesday, 4th August - 7:00pm - Gr’s 4 & 5 

 First Holy Communion Preparation Evening 
 

 Sunday, 15th August, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Feast of the Assumption Mass 
 

 Sunday, 29th August, 2021 - 10:30-12:30pm 

 First Holy Communion Celebration 
 

 Sunday, 12th September, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Holy Name of Mary Feast Day Mass 
 

 Sunday, 10th October, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 
 

 Wednesday, 20th October - 7:00pm - Gr’s 6 & 7 

 Confirmation Information Evening 
 

 Sunday, 14th November, 2021 - 10:30-11:30am 

 Confirmation Mass 

 



 

  

Parish News . . . 

 

 Come and join us on the Aussie Camino, walking from Portland  
 to Penola, starting Sunday 11th April until Friday 23rd April. 
 Please ring Juliet on 0422 344 907 if  interested or wanting more  
 details. 
  
 Free forum on Wednesday 3rd March at Castlemaine Town Hall at 

7pm, to hear about housing initiatives in the Mount Alexander Shire 
to explore ways to improve access to affordable, safe, sustainable,  

 secure homes for everyone. 

 

BULB FUNDRAISER 

The P&F are currently running a bulb fundraiser  
(catalogues were sent home with students last week). 
Orders are to be placed online by 26th March.  
Please pass on to any interested family and friends.  
Many thanks.   
www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/STMACA 

NEXT P & F MEETING - Thursday, 18th March 9:30am 

EASTER RAFFLE: 
 

Calling for donations please of Easter eggs/easter related gifts from families to 
become prizes in our annual Easter raffle! 
Donations to be placed in a box in the foyer please. 
Tickets will be sent home soon! 
 
(Date of raffle to be confirmed in next week’s newsletter) 

 
TERM ONE SPECIAL LUNCH DAY: 
 

Monday 29th March-Hot Dog Lunch (provided by P&F committee)  
Please note that this lunch will be provided, so you will not need to provide  
lunch for your child/ren.  

P & F News . . . 

mailto:www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/STMACA


 

  

We would like to wish the following students a very happy 
birthday: 

  

 Quinn Vance : March 1st   
 Layla Earl : March 3rd   
 Clarissa Salvatore : March 4th  
Sebastian Salvatore : March 5th  
                                    

 

Castlemaine Gift 

Community News . . . 

 Race time 10:00am for Heats 

 Flyer Admits one Adult for Free (available from outside school office) 

 Otherwise Admission $5.00 (Children Free) 



 

  

 
F IRST LESSON F REE 

FOR STUDENTS 

 

NEWSTEAD FOOTBALL 

U13 TEAM LOOKING FOR PLAYERS 

(If you are 12 now or turning 13 this year) 

Training commencing next Monday, 1st March at 5.30pm 

Ride out is available if required. 

Please phone Lisa on 0413 915370. 



 

  
 



 

   


