
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Issue 4 

Thursday March 5th, 2020  

TERM DATES 

March 
Monday, 9th 

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

 
Wednesday, 18th 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, 19th  

P & F  
Special Lunch Day - 
Please bring a gold coin  
donation for Sausage in Bread 
 
P & F Meeting - 9:15am - 
Staffroom 

Wednesday, 11th Preps commence full-time 

 

Friday, 20th 

St. Mary’s 
Ladies’ Night Out 
Venue:  Wild (old Fire Station) 
Time: 6:30pm onwards 
(please see P & F Report) 

Thursday, 12th 
Assembly - 
2:45pm in the Church 

 
Monday, 23rd School Photos 

Thursday, 12th 

Reconciliation  
Information /Preparation  
Evening with Denise Arnel - 
7:00pm 

 

Wednesday, 25th 

School Community  
Afternoon Tea for  
Bronwyn Phillips - 
2:30pm in the Library 
- ALL WELCOME - 
Please bring a plate to share 

Monday, 16th  
Gr. 5’s Sacred Heart 
Transition Day 
(Please see CareMonkey) 

 

Friday, 27th 

Last Day of Term 1 - 
1.30pm Assembly  in the 
Church - Years 4-6 to present 
the “Last Supper” and  
Prizes for Easter Egg Raffle 
Drawn 
2:30pm finish 
(Buses will run to this 
earlier finish time) 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres  
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people. Thank you for   
protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it now and educating us  
for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and   future and acknowledge their spiritual  
connection to Country. 
 



 

  

Jesus fasted and prayed for 40 days and 40 nights to prepare for the ministry God assigned to 
him. We too can make some time during Lent to look within ourselves and make some changes so 
that we can become better people.  
 

“When the Spirit of truth comes he will guide you into all truth.”  
John 16:13 
 

Dear Jesus,  
 

Give me strength and courage to change in me what needs to change and to 
become a more honourable person. Help me to see myself and my life 
through your unconditional love and acceptance of me so that your love and 
power can flow in and through me. Help me to remember that nothing can 
separate me from your love.    Amen. 

 

“Christ in the Desert by Ivan Kramskoi.” 
 
We pray also for our children who are  
preparing for their sacrament of              
Reconciliation.  
Thank you for your attendance at their 
commitment Mass last weekend. 
 
 

 
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,  

just as in Christ God forgave you.”  
 

Ephesians 4:31-32 

 
 

 

 

Our School Captains: Ii 

Frieda Brinkmann,  

Charli Simmonds-Lucas,  

Thomas Mulholland and  

Dylan Pozar. 

 
 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

School Captain Awards: Emilia Morelli,  

Frances Renick-McCarthy, Toby Suckling & Daisy Guilford-Drouin. 

Our School Vision 
 

We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith and   
united in our respect and  responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; actively living,  
learning, caring and growing together.  



 

  

 
 

 

Hi my name is Frieda. I am 12 years old and I have been at this school for one year and 

almost two terms. As a school captain I would like to start a drama club and I would also 

like to start a point system for the sports shed. The school will receive a point for       

students returning sport equipment and lose a point if the equipment is not returned. If 

we get 200 points by the term’s end, we will possibly get another piece of sporting   

equipment. I want this school to feel like a safe place for everyone. I want students to 

feel ok with coming up to me for a chat. Thank you for reading my letter. 

Hi my name is Charli. I am 11 years old and I have been at this school for 6 years and a bit. 
 

As a school leader I would like to start a reading club, where kids come and choose a book they want to 

read.  When they have finished the book they would come and collect a piece of paper  

from me and fill out questions about the book. Once the questions have been completed 

l would like to find a place in the school to hang them up. If you wanted to join you 

wouldn’t have to give up your lunch break or recess you could read at home if you   

wanted to. 
 

If you have any questions about me or problems don't be afraid to come and ask me. I 

am looking forward to being a school leader for Term 1. 

My name is Thomas and I am honoured to accept the position of school captain for Term 1, 2020.  
 

I believe that I will be a great school captain because I am a kind, caring and warm hearted person who will 

follow the three R’s and be a good role model to all the students at St. Mary’s.  As the school captain l will 

try and help students in the yard during recess and lunch to find a friend to play with if needs be, helping 

them if they are hurt or getting them sports equipment to play with. 
 

I’m a green team captain this year with Henry and Royce and l will work hard to keep our school sustainable 

to maintain our five stars. As the school captain l would like to bring back Sushi lunch or-

ders once a fortnight. I am a confident speaker so I have no problem speaking at  

assembly.   
 

I will help support the new preps at school and make them feel safe at school.  I believe 

that St Mary’s Primary School is a nice, fair friendly school. I look forward to playing a 

bigger part in the school community this year as school captain. 

My name is Dylan. Because I have learned what is right and wrong, I follow those rules and I will make some 

mistakes but I will improve and learn from my mistakes.  
 

I am easy to get along with and I have a goal. I will earn it I won`t give up until I achieve it. 
 

I`ve got a lot better at piano/ keyboard I would say that I am great at piano. I am not  trying to brag but I 

could help the kids that are having trouble with keyboard. I can get along with older or 

younger kids the same as adults and I will support the younger and older kids who are   try-

ing achieve something. 
 

I would like to add more school equipment and add the ping pong table back. That’s in the 

sports equipment room. I would like to fix the tennis net.  I will be the best I can to be a 

good role model for the school.  



 

  

Dear families and friends, 
 
As we move through the second week of Lent I have contemplated upon 
Lent being a season of invitation; ‘ It is an invitation to step into the desert 
with Jesus; to confront our own purpose and ministry and to renew our 
trust in God’s vision for the world and for us individually. Seen in this light, 
Lent is so much more than fasting from meat and giving up ice cream for a 
few weeks. The whole idea of fasting and sacrifice is an attempt to simplify 
our lives. Through simplifying our life and removing some of the daily  
distractions, we can share in the desert experience of Jesus and then truly 
celebrate the hope reborn in the Easter season.’ © Greg Sunter 
 
Our students who will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation on the Wednesday April 22nd at 
7.00pm are learning about forgiveness and what it means to reconcile. We hope that they will  
experience the benefits of forgiving each other.  It allows us to let go of the ‘damage’ that we feel 
when we hold things in and don’t mend relationships. We can alleviate our stress, anxiety and feeling 
isolated when we reconcile. The children will also explore the benefits of being open, honest and 
communicating how you feel which results in feeling; calm, connected, relief and contented!  
Denise Arnel is facilitating an engaging workshop on Thursday March 12th at 7pm in the library.  
We look forward to seeing our families there. All are welcome. 

 
Welcome Jackie and Toby Suckling! Toby has joined our Year 2-3 class. We hope that 
Toby and Jackie can already feel the welcome and warmth that is St. Mary’s.  
 

New Hens 
The children are delighting in watching our new hens  

settle in! We are thinking about names and will  
name them when the right names come to mind. 

 

 
 

 

Student Absences 
We are mandated by law to contact you if you have not submitted a reason 
for your child being away from school. To assist us with compliance and to 
ensure child safe practices, please submit your child’s absence via 
CareMonkey, email Karen or phone Karen at our office. Thank you.  

 

L  ate Arrivals 

As part of our Child Safety Policy we require all parents and visitors to 
our school to report to the office and sign in for late arrivals before  
children continue into the school classrooms or grounds. It is crucial 
that the school knows who is on the premises at all times for the safety 
of all. Also, if you are picking your child up early, for any reason, please  
complete an early departure form so that the classroom teacher is  
informed of your child’s whereabouts and so the Attendance Roll can 
be updated and kept accurate. For security purposes our external doors are locked from the  
outside when children are in their classrooms. If you arrive after the bell we ask that you bring your 

child  into the front office to sign them in. To avoid interrupting classes, we will then take them to 

their classroom.  

 
 
 



 

  

Kryal Castle Chess Tournament 
A number of our chess players will attend the Kryal Castle Chess Tournament on 
March 20th. The Kryal Castle event has real pedagogical value combining social 
studies, history (graphically presented) and an elite mind sport with chess clocks 
and medals and trophies waiting to be won. There will be teams from all over  
Victoria competing. Harry is sure it will be an experience that our students will  
remember. He says that they are a strong team. They proved that last year and 
Northern Star Chess (the tournament managers) take the final results from the 
top 4 performers of each school. We thank Harry for his continued dedication to 
our children. 

 
Building Project  
Raysett Constructions Australia based in Riddells Creek have 
been the successful applicants to do our building refurbish-
ment. This company has done many school renovations  
successfully. They will begin preparing the site for  
construction on March 16th and expect that the job will take 
71 working days. Once this happens there will be very limited 
parking space along Templeton St and we ask that you park as 
detailed below. 
 

Fr. Wahid and I met with our architect and the project  
managers on Tuesday to go over the final details of the project. This is very timely as the roof over our 
Mercy building is leaking in many areas and will be replaced before the winter. Although the works are 
starting later than we hoped they would, we are fortunate to have space for the children to be well 
settled and away from the construction area.  It will be well worth it when the works are complete and 
the children will have fresh, inviting and flexible learning areas. In the meantime, they are enjoying the 
adventure of being in a different space!   

 
Child Safety: Drop Off & Pick Up 
As communicated, our building work will begin on 
March 16th. We ask that if you are picking up or 
dropping off your child/ren that you park in  
Lyttleton Steet and bring your children through 
the back gate. A teacher will be on duty from 8.30 
am and again at 3.15 pm. The back gate will be 
opened for morning drop off and afternoon pick up. If you decide to park in Templeton St. we ask that 
you walk through the yard towards the back gate to pick up your child/ren.  There are also parking  
options in Campbell St. which runs parallel to Templeton St. You can then walk down Randall Road 
(the dirt track opposite the front door) that leads to the front of our school. Many thanks for your  
co-operation and understanding. 
 

 
 
 

We ask that you take great care when parking and backing out of parking spaces as well as when 
you are looking for a parking space. Some have been reversing back to parking spaces when  
children are crossing the road. This is dangerous. Please make sure that you park legally. We have 
had reports from the local community that some people are parking across driveways etc. 

Parents of older children may wish to arrange for their child to walk to a point to meet after school. If 
this is the case let us know what your arrangements are. 



 

  

Easter Raffle 
It is time to start sending in items to go into baskets for our Easter 
raffle. Each family has been issued with a book of 10 tickets which 
you may purchase or sell for $1.00 each. The raffle will be drawn at 
our final assembly at 2pm on Friday March 27th.  
Years 4-6 will enact the last supper at this assembly.  
Tickets are due back by Monday March 23rd and the P&F will be 
wrapping the prizes on Wednesday March 25th.  We welcome your 
assistance with this if you are able to come in. Thank you for your 
support. The children really enjoy the raffle. We hope to get many 
donations so that we can make up numerous hampers and have 
more winners. 

 
Prep, New Students and their Families  
Welcome Dinner  
It was lovely to share a meal with our new 
2020 students and their families. Thank you 
Fr. Wahid, Julie Farrell, Betty Morris, Jenny 
Howe and all of our parishioners who made 
this evening such an enjoyable and hospita-
ble one. Thank you for baking the slices which were very much enjoyed. It was great to feel the 
warmth and connection of our parish family. The parish have sent a letter home to all of our new  
families. Please know that they offer support and welcome to you all. 
 

Pen Pals 
Pen pal letter writing is a fun, creative and rewarding way for our  
students to practice literacy and communication. Through the  
Australia Post Pen Pal Scheme our students have been connected 
with other classrooms to write letters to, based on our classroom 
size, location and age group. 
The Pen Pal Club is open year-round to Australian schools, and is 
free to join.  It is a way of bringing the timeless joy of pen pal letter  
writing to our students.  

Pictured are Year 2-3 students writing their first letter to their new pen pals. 
 

Guild of St Stephen medal. Congratulations Alex Tolevski!  
The Guild of St Stephen is an International Organisation of Altar Servers which was 
founded in England in 1904 by Father Hamilton McDonald. 
Last Sunday, Alexandra Tolevski from our St Mary’s Parish was awarded the Guild of 
St. Stephen Medal for her service as an altar server at our church masses. Victor  
Steiner who trains our altar servers presented Alex with this special commendation.  
"The Guild of Saint Stephen is established to foster a deeper awareness and understand-
ing of the liturgy by ministers of the altar and to improve understanding of and  
participation in the liturgy by parishes and communities." 
 

We thank Alexandra for her service to our parish community. If your child would like to become an altar 
server Victor would be very happy to hear from you. You may contact him via the parish office on  
54 721900. 



 

  

Congratulations to Evie, Emilia and Georgia! 
Evie O’Sullivan gained a bronze medal in the 60 metre hurdles, Emilia Morelli 
won a gold medal in her 800 metre run and Georgia Morelli achieved her  
personal best in high jump recently at their little athletics carnival.  
Well done girls! 
 
Parents and Friends Association 
All are welcome to be part of this association which enables involvement and 
contribution in a social and/or fundraising capacity. It is a great way to  
become involved with our terrific school and parish community.  
 

The next meeting will be held at our school on Thursday March  19th at 
9.15am. If you can make it, it would be super to see you there. 
Thank you, we look forward to the next chapter of the  
St. Mary’s Parent’s and Friend’s Association. 
Your P&F representatives are:  
 

President: Mrs. Joanne Lawrence 
Vice president: To be filled: Inviting nominations 
Secretary: Mrs. Clare Grainger 
Treasurer: Mrs. Sharyn Robinson 
 

Committee Members so far for 2020:  
 Angela Lucas 
 Robyn Dimopoulos 
 Jemma McMahon 
 Kari Aldridge 
 Donna Morelli 
 Betty Morris 
 Marie McCallum 
 Stacey Kelly 

 

We welcome nominations for Vice President as well as for a 
parent representative for each classroom. The parent repre-
sentative needs to be able to attend 2 meetings per term. They will be  
another point of reference for families to gain clarity about P&F activities or to offer support and a 
means of connecting with our community for families. 
 

The Vice President will support the President by:  
 Chairing the meeting in his/her absence;  
 Sharing duties and responsibilities as agreed e.g. being  

responsible for coordinating the activities of sub-
committees.  

 Being supportive and attending meetings.  
 
Nude Food 
As part of our learning to live  
sustainably we promote a nude 
food school environment and encourage students to reduce packaging 
in their lunches. We are currently reviewing our School Environment 
Management Plan and part of this plan is to reduce keep landfill to a 
minimum. We thank you for your support with this important learning 
project. In the interests of future generations, we are committed to 
supporting our children to live in a way that is cost effective and keeps 
our planet healthy. 

 
 
 

 



 

  

Sushi Lunches 
We are currently exploring the possibility of offering Sushi lunch  
orders. We hope to begin this in the beginning of term 2 and we will 
keep you posted! 
 

PSAC 
Our next Parish School Advisory Council 

(School Board) Meeting is on Wednesday 
March 25th at 7.00pm in the staffroom. Further details will be provided in 

next week’s newsletter. 

 
Before and After School Care 
If you require a place for your child in our nurturing before and aftercare 
program, make sure that you book your child’s space. In order to keep 
this service running, Vanessa will be offering places to children in neighbouring schools.  
The program will be available from Monday to Friday.  
Please refer to the information that Vanessa has provided later in this newsletter. 
 

Indigenous Connection 
WRITING FOR RECONCILIATION 

PROJECT 2020 
The Nalderun Upper Loddon Events Committee are running a  

Competition for writers of all ages. They are asking us to “write for  
Reconciliation” inspired by this year’s Reconciliation Week Theme “In 

This Together”. 
Aunty Julie McHale met with our year 2-6  
students to inform them about this year’s  
reconciliation week writing for the  
reconciliation competition. 
Aunty Julie explained the concept of  
reconciliation, the meaning of the theme and 
provide some ideas about what children’s  
writing could look like.  She said that the  
writing may be fictional, creative, historic,  
personal, political and/or more. It may be in 
the form of poetry, essay, diary, letter, report, 
summary, book /film review etc. It needs fit to 
the theme of Reconciliation Week. 
There will be a “Writing for Reconciliation” Community Information 
Evening run at Castlemaine Community House on Tuesday 17th March at 
7pm.  
 

At this they will explain the five critical dimensions: race relations,  
equality and equity, institutional integrity, unity and historical  
acceptance. These five dimensions do not exist in isolation; they are  
inter-related and Australia can only achieve full reconciliation if we progress in all five. 
They also explain the Forms of Writing; imaginative, informative or persuasive, the Components Of 
Writing; Recount, Narrative, Procedure, Information Report, Explanation, Exposition, Response and 
Discussion and the Genres of Writing; poetry/prose, horror, fairy-tale, myth, legend, comedy, drama, 
realism, romance, satire, tragedy, thriller, fantasy, science fiction, crime, western, biographical,  
gothic, medical, philosophical, personal, self-help, play/script etc. 



 

  

should be navy blue. Thank you for your co-operation in  
supporting our schools uniform policy. 
 
Student Well-being 
Healing Minds Psychology 
continue to offer our school 
its services that are accessible 
to all individuals, through the  
provision of the Medicare 

Better Access Scheme. Effectively, this means that we can  
provide a counselling service to students at no cost. 
It is now recognised and acknowledged that strong mental 
health is vital to a student’s development. We are most fortunate 
to be able to offer a consistent service on a weekly basis. Our assigned psychologist Simon Harvest is 
well known in the area for being a very committed and capable operator. 
 

Medicare’s Better Access Scheme provides funding for up to 10 
free individual counselling sessions per calendar year. All that is 
required is a referral from a GP and we take care of the rest. We 
provide all necessary consent forms and letters/instruction 
guides so that the process is seamless.   
Simon visits our school on Mondays. If you feel that your child 
may benefit from this service, please contact the school and we 
will provide you with the forms. If you have questions about this 
please contact me. I encourage you to consider making use of 
this free service for your child if you feel it could be of benefit in any way. 
 

Matthew 19:14  

14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

 

Kind regards,             
  
Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 



 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

  

School Photos . . .  

School Photo Day 2020 – St Mary’s Primary School, Castlemaine  

Annual school photos will be taken on Monday, 23 March, 2020 when sibling photos will also be 
taken by request. 
IMPORTANT - To ensure a sibling photo is taken on photo day, please complete your request online 
before midday on the day before photo day. 

 Grab your phone and go to arphotos.typeform.com/to/T22aSR 
 Enter the name and class of the eldest child to be in the photo 
 Enter the names of all other children to be included in the photo 

There is no need to return any forms or payment to school for photos before photo day however 
if you do not have internet access you may contact the school for an order form or use the one 
handed out to families earlier this week. 

https://arphotos.typeform.com/to/T22aSR


 

  

P & F News . . . 

STUDENTS’ SPECIAL LUNCH DAY 
(Sausage in Bread) 

 

WEDNESDAY, 18TH MARCH 
 

Please bring along a gold coin 
donation for lunch. 

LADIES NIGHT  
 
 

FRIDAY, 20TH MARCH 
 

VENUE:  Wild (Old Fire Station) 
TIME:  6:30pm onwards 

 

Please come and join us for a 
fun night - whether it be for  

dinner, dessert, drink or a chat! 
 

 
RSVP:  Friday, 13th March to 
Jo Lawrence on 0412 839124 

 

- EAST ER EGG RAF F LE - 
 

Our annual Easter Egg raffle is on again!   

This is always a favourite for our school community. 

Tickets have been handed out to families and we ask  

that you please sell these tickets to raise money for our school. 

We also ask for Your support in donating prizes please  

for this raffle - there is a basket in the front foyer to place  

your Easter Eggs.. The more donations the more prizes  

which result in more happier faces if they win a prize.   

 

Could raffle tickets please be returned to the office by 

Monday, 23rd March. More books available from the office! 

Wednesday, 25th March - raffle prize wrapping after 

school drop off at 9:00am in the staffroom 

if anyone keen to join us. 

Raffle drawn at 1:30pm assembly on 

final day of Term, Friday, 27th March. 

Thankyou. 

 

AFTERNOON TEA FOR  

BRONWYN PHILLIPS 
 

WEDNESDAY, 25TH MARCH 
@ 2:30PM IN THE LIBRARY 

 

We would like to invite our St. Mary’s 
Community to a special afternoon tea to thank 

and farewell our wonderful Principal. 

- ALL WELCOME -  
Could we please ask that you bring a plate  

to share.  Thank you. 

 



 

  

Please drop your used toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes, etc. 

into our green rubbish bins which sit in the front foyer 

outside the school office.   

Please note that cardboard packaging is no longer accepted. Thank you. 

 

Please use the link below to vote for our school daily: 

 https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting-au 

mailto:https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting-au


 

  

Hello from the School Crossing 
Team!! 

 
We are pleased to be back for another school 
year and thought it would be helpful to re-
mind your School Community of some  
important points about the crossing. 

 
·    Hargraves Street crossing is manned 

between 8.10am to 9.00am AND 
3.15pm to 4.00pm. 

 
·    Pedestrians should wait behind the 

white line for the  
 Supervisor to go onto road and stop 

the traffic – you can cross when you 
hear 2 whistle blasts. 

 
·    Do not ride bikes, scooters etc across 

the crossing and do not bounce balls. 
 
·    Drivers must slow down to 40km/hr. 
 
·    Drivers must wait until everyone 

(including the Supervisor) is         
completely off the crossing before 
proceeding. 



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  


