
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Week 4 

Thursday August 6th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

August 
Thursday, 20th 

School Photos -  
POSTPONED until Term 4 

 

Sunday, 11th 
Confirmation - 
10:30am - POSTPONED until 
22nd November 

Tuesday, 25th  
Book Fair - 
CANCELLED  

 
Saturday, 10th & 
Saturday, 17th 

First Holy Communion 

Friday, 28th 

First Holy Communion 
Commitment Class Mass 
9:15am - via Live Stream -  
(to be confirmed) 

 

Thursday, 29th 
School Photos -  
PLEASE NOTE NEW DATE 

September 
Friday, 18th 

End of Term 3  
 

November 
Monday, 2nd 

SCHOOL CLOSURE - 
Staff Report Writing & 
Data Analysis 

October 
Monday, 5th 

Term 4 commences 

 

Thursday, 5th 
Confirmation Preparation 
Evening with Denise Arnel 
7:00pm 

  

 

Sunday, 22nd 
Confirmation 
10:30am 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Mary MacKillop expressed her trust in the loving Providence of 
God by founding a Congregation which was dependent on God’s 
Providence and was devoted to the service of the poor. Its mem-
bers were women who worked in a simple, ordinary way to      
educate the children of the poor and bring them practical help 
and the message of their human dignity. 
 

Provident God, With grateful hearts we remember the power 
for goodness that Saint Mary of the Cross is for the people of 
Australia. As we celebrate her feast today, touch us anew with 
her spirit of charity and her generous participation in the        
mission of the Church. We ask this in the name Christ, the Lord.  
Amen. 
 
This Saturday is the feast day of Saint Mary MacKillop. In 2010 she became Australia’s first 
saint with the name Mary of the Cross. Mary was born in Melbourne in 1842, and grew up in 
Penola, a small town in South Australia. In 1866, she began a religious order named the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph. She and her sisters opened schools in isolated places and served the poor in 
many other ways. Their unselfish work won the respect of many people. 
 

It was usual for bishops to decide how women religious should live, but Mother Mary received 

permission from the pope for her sisters to govern themselves. Because of this, some bishops 
tried to interfere in her work and she was unjustly accused of being a poor leader. This caused 

Mother Mary great suffering, but instead of becoming bitter, she tried to accept it as willingly 

as Jesus had accepted his cross. Mary MacKillop died in Sydney on August 8th, 1909. 

 

Dear families, 

Welcome to the fourth week of term 3, a week that witnesses a transition back to remote and flexi-
ble learning. Our students and teachers are settling back into the routine of remote learning and I am 
pleased to hear ongoing feedback regarding the evolution of the program. 

Return to Remote Learning 
It was a great opportunity for our staff to gather on Tuesday to review our previous processes and 
procedures for remote learning. The feedback families offered was highly beneficial in facilitating our 
discussion to arrive at, what we believe, is a much more streamlined and manageable approach.     
We welcome all constructive feedback from you to continue to refine our process. This week is a 
transitionary period enabling time for all staff to be well prepared for the weeks ahead. 

As mentioned in previous correspondence, the daily schedule will be released for each class the night 
before at 7pm. Thursdays will be focusing on the specialist subjects and offer an opportunity for    
students to complete tasks from earlier in the week if absolutely necessary. 

The perceived pressures during this time may appear to be overwhelming. However, I must stress 
that we fully support you in completing what is manageable in your circumstances. In the classroom 
we constantly monitor and modify work to meet the individual needs of our students. We can       
continually observe, minute by minute, where students are at with their work and offer support and 
extension as required. The current situation simply does not allow us to operate as effectively as face
-to-face classroom interactions.  

 
 



 

  

Morning Roll 
The morning roll is conducted by students writing a message in the teacher’s post in their Google 
Classroom stream. We ask that this is completed by 9:30am. If your child will not be attending for the 
day our preference is to receive a ‘Parent Notified Absence’ via PAM. If you’re having difficulties    
accessing PAM or unsure how to use the absence function, please call and we will help you out. 

Excursion Levy Update 
I sincerely apologise for the time this has taken….the outcome is a good one in the end! All families 
will be receiving a fee discount of $100 per child in lieu of the excursion levy for 2020. Unfortunately, 
I can’t imagine an opportunity for further excursions this year.  

Sponsorship Board and Enrolments 
The sponsorship board mentioned in last week’s newsletter is now 
up and looks fantastic! It really is quite eye-catching on the corner. 
It’s a difficult time to promote the school through open days and  
enrolment tours. There are many digital and print options that 
we’re continuing to explore. We’re starting to receive a number of 
prep enrolments and I’m quite confident that we will be able to 
offer a straight prep class for 2020.  

I thank you for your ongoing kindness, understanding and support. 
This will most certainly be a time we reflect on for many years to 
come. 

Please stay safe and take care of yourselves and each other. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 

Peaceful Kids 

As part of Wellbeing strategy with remote learning this time around we have purchased a program 
called Peaceful Kids. There is a section released each week that has a range of activities for our 
students. It would be beneficial for both students and parents to look through this and try some of 
the activities. The Mindfulness meditation can be done on its own or keep playing it while students 
work.  There are some activities to do together and activities that students can do independently.   
I hope you enjoy them and find some benefit in the program. 

Here is a link explaining some of the benefits of Mindfulness that you can watch and discuss with 
your child/ren. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzKryaN44ss 

During mindfulness meditation, students notice their thoughts 
and feelings. They are less likely to dwell in negative thoughts 
and feelings (the red wolf) when they can observe and accept 
them and mental events that will pass. Mindfulness also helps 
students notice the positives and develop a sense of apprecia-
tion and contentment (the blue wolf). Thus, students are able to 
use mindfulness to improve their emotional intelligence and 

resilience. 

Have a good week.   
Mr O’Sullivan 

mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzKryaN44ss


 

  



 

  

 

by Emilia Morelli 

Gr. 2/3 



 

  

 

We would like to wish the following  
students a very happy birthday: 

August 12th : Alyssa Burnett   
  : Nynbol Lino  
 13th : Hannah Cochrane 
 16th : Brydie Aldridge 

St Mary’s Book Fair 

The Book Fair, scheduled for 25th  

August to 4th September, has been  

cancelled for these dates. 

We are still unsure whether this will  

go ahead in Term 4; we will advise you as soon as we receive  

confirmation.  

Community News . . . 



 

  

 
 



 

  



 

  


