
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 2, Issue 6 

Thursday May 30th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

May 
Friday, 31st 

Tabloid Sports Prep-2 
 
 

Didjeribone Show - 
Secondary College  
 

 
Thursday, 13th 
 
 
Friday, 14th 

Assembly - 2:40pm 
 

P & F - Dad’s Night 
Buckley Room - 7:00pm 

June 
Tuesday, 4th 

OPEN DAY 
 
Sacred Heart College - 
COOK OFF - YR. 4 

 

Sunday, 16th 
WORKING BEE - 
Following 10:30am Mass 

Friday, 7th 
School Closure Day - 
Staff First Aid Training 

 

Monday, 17th 
School Incursion 
“Make Friends with Worry” 
9:30am - 12:30pm 

Monday, 10th 
Queen’s Birthday  
Public Holiday 

 

Friday, 28th Last day Term 2 - 2:30 finish 

Wednesday, 12th 
PREP INFORMATION  
EVENING - 6:00pm 

 

August 
Monday, 26th 

School Closure Day 
Staff PD 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 

We are an empowered and sustainable learning community,  
centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of        
creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and  
growing together.  

 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) creates a focus and opportunity for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can          
contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

The dates for NRW are 27th of May to the 3rd of June each year. These dates commemorate two 
significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High 
Court Mabo decision. This year’s NRW theme is, “Grounded in Truth, Walk Together with Courage”. 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Respectful Award: Ngolueth Nyok & Brydie Aldridge 

Responsible Award: Jack Morelli & Thomas Edwards 

Resilient Award: Oliver Grainger & Adeeng Yai 

Principal Award: Isabella Lizzul & Jufour Nyok 

Wonder Award: Harper Vance, Ailish Kennedy & Jack Morelli 

Believe Award: Gus Freeman, Riley Boyd, Billy Lister, Farley Bracken & 

Lachlan McMahon  
 

Persevere Award: Lucy Lewis, Thomas Davis, Emelia Morelli &  

Royce Williams 

Create Award: Clarissa Salvatore, Miles Cheesman, Lucas Davis &  

Will McQualter 

As a school community we remain unified to continue 
our learning journey together. 
 

We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people as the traditional custodians of 
the land upon which we gather. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present 
and future and acknowledge their spiritual  
connection to Country. 
 

Jesus, 
We pray for truth, justice, healing, love and peace  
as we support the process of reconciliation in our 
hearts, in our minds and in our actions. 
 

Amen. 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is hoped that Reconciliation becomes alive in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we 
move forward to create a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider           
Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

“At the heart of reconciliation is the relationship between the broader Australian community and     
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. To foster positive race relations, our relationship must 
be grounded in a foundation of truth. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have long called for a comprehensive process of          
truth-telling about Australia’s colonial history. Our nation’s past is reflected in the present, and will 
continue to play out in future unless we heal historical wounds. 

Today, 80 per cent of Australians believe it is important to undertake formal truth telling processes, 
according to the 2018 Australian Reconciliation Barometer. Australians are ready to come to terms 
with our history as a crucial step towards a unified future, in which we understand, value and respect 
each other. 

Whether you’re engaging in challenging conversations or unlearning and relearning what you know, 
this journey requires all of us to walk together with courage. This National Reconciliation Week, we 
invite Australians from all backgrounds to contribute to our national movement towards a unified     
future.”( 2019 NRW Campaign) 

Fantastic Soft Plastic Recycling!  
As some of you would now Thomas, Billy and Maddy,  (Term 1 school captains) 
started a new bin in our school to recycle soft plastics which has been very  
successful. 
Billy has reported that: 
We have a Running total of 13 bags and that he highly appreciates your         
recycling skills!  

Thank you & Congratulations from Billy Lister. 
 
 

Fred Hallows Fundraising Walk  
The Wild Women On Top Coastrek took place last week and several 
members of our community took part. This walk is a 30 and 60 kilome-
tre team trekking challenge to restore sight.  Trekkers raise money to 
help eliminate avoidable blindness by walking along some of Australia’s  
beautiful coastlines. 
 

Well done Allison Freeman, Kathy Salvatore and Donna Morelli along 
with your team members on your super efforts! 
 

Fred was always up for a challenge 

“Fred pushed the limits – as a surgeon and humanitarian as well as a 

mountaineer. So it makes sense that our biggest fundraiser not only 

takes place in the great outdoors, but is also a true test of endurance.”  

Gabi Hallows. 

 

Tabloid Sports 
The Tabloid sports events for the Prep, Grade One and Grade Two students will be held tomorrow,   
Friday 31st of May at Castlemaine Secondary College Campus in Blakely Road.  



 

  

Students will travel to and from the event by 
bus, leaving school at 9.30am and returning 
by approximately 1.00 pm. Each student is 
required to wear sports uniform.  They will 
also need to bring their COAT snack and a 
drink bottle in a plastic bag. Any medication 
is to be given to the teacher to take care of, 
for example Ventolin. 
 

We need parents to help with the  
supervision of the students as all students 
are in mixed groups and a St. Mary’s helper 
needs to accompany each group.  If you are 
able to assist could you please inform Mark 
O'Sullivan via email: 
mosullivan@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
St. John’s will be attending. Each school will be invoiced $1 per student. This will be covered by your 
excursion levy.  If it is raining P-2 will join Yr. 3-6 for the Didgeridoo Show.  Please complete the  
CareMonkey permission form that was sent out today. 

 
Naldrum Didgeridoo Show at Castlemaine Secondary College  
On Friday May 31st Years 3-6 be attending the Naldrum Didgeridoo Show at 
Castlemaine Secondary College from 10.00 am until 11.00 am. We will be    
travelling by bus to the event and walking back to school if the weather is  
fine. 

 
 

MINI VINNIES WINTER APPEAL  
This year, as the cold weather creeps in, our 
thoughts go towards those in our community that 
are in need. More than 40% of those experiencing 
homelessness in Australia are under 25 years of age! 
This is an alarming number and the St Mary’s Social 
Justice Team / Mini Vinnies (pictured) need your 
help to ‘make a difference’ and inspire change. From 
now until the end of Term 2 the Mini Vinnies (Social Justice Team) will be partnering with the St        
Vincent de Paul Society to run a ‘Winter Appeal’. This year the St Vincent de Paul Society are in desper-
ate need of warm, life-saving clothing and blankets for our ‘homeless’. This term we are asking our 
families to donate warm, winter blankets, sleeping bags or clothing in new or in very good condition in 
both adult and children sizes. The donations need to be washed and not stained! Items could include: 
Gloves, beanies, scarves, coats, earmuffs, socks (new) or blankets/sleeping bags. Thank you very much 
in anticipation of your support. 

 
St. Mary’s Parish Alter Servers Training 
It is great that so many of our children are interested in    
training to be an alter server. All children from Year 4          
upwards may do the training. A letter is attached to this 
newsletter detailing this opportunity.  Thank you Victor     
Steiner for supporting this. Training will begin in the week of 
June 17th. 

mailto:mosullivan@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au


 

  

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)  
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already 
available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative 
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 
2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019). Information provided about students to the Australian 
Government for the NCCD includes:  

  year of schooling  
 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional  
 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching    

practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive.  
 

This information assists schools to:  
 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in 

schools  
 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools  
 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to       

improve educational outcomes for students with disability.  
 
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more 
broadly for the support of students with disability. The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child 
and your child will not be involved in any testing process. The school will provide data to the Australi-
an Government in such a way that no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and 
confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the 
collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, 
please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/
privacypolicy). Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://
www.nccd.edu.au). If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school. There is  
also an information article included later in this newsletter and on our website. 

 
Sacred Heart College Junior Chef  
The Junior Chef competition is on again and aims to provide a fun, but 
challenging experience along with an enjoyable introduction to the 
secondary environment. It’s a great opportunity for students to     
nurture their culinary skills. We see beneficial educational outcomes 
for the primary students as well as the hospitality students from Sa-
cred Heart College participating in this event. This year, 4 of our 
Grade 4’s are participating. They are: Madeleine Lane, Oliver Grainger, 
Michael Ma and Niamh Keane. The school captains presented them 

with their aprons today at our assembly. 
 

With a slightly modified format this year, the competition will incorporate two rounds with accumulat-
ed scoring as per the following program outline:  
 

ROUND 1: Tuesday 4 June 2019 10:15am and 10:25am Teams, accompanied by volunteering parents, to 
arrive at the Frayne Hospitality Centre at Sacred Heart College 10:30am. After a welcome morning 
snack is provided. This is followed by:  
Introduction of SHC Hospitality Student Mentors to their Primary School Team  

10:45am  Commence competition – Pancake Creation  
11:15am    Formal Judging – (while students have the chance to eat some of what they produced)  
11:30am   Students and their mentors clean up  
11:45am   Farewell – briefing  



 

  

ROUND 2: THE FINAL COOK-OFF Wednesday 19 June 2019 4:15pm to 4:25pm Teams, accompanied by 
families, friends and staff to arrive at the Arthurson Atrium Cafeteria at Sacred Heart College (This 
round is open to the public)  
 

4:30pm   Welcome and announcement of scores from Round 1.  
4:40pm   Commence Round 2 – The final CookOff: – Handmade Pasta  
5:40pm  Formal Judging by two revered local Chefs – (students and their families/teachers have               

the opportunity to taste some of what their team created)  
5:45pm    Students and their mentors clean up  
5:55pm    Announcement of Winners and presentation of prizes  
6:00pm   Farewell 

 
Assembly Start & Monday Morning Prayer 
After reviewing our current Thursday assembly starting time 
with our school captains we have decided to start Thursday 
assemblies at 2.40 rather than 2.50. This will allow a further 
ten minutes if needed.  We welcome you to join us each    
Monday morning to pray. This prayer is led by our year six   
children and they also present the School Captain Choice 
Awards on Monday mornings. 
 
Terracycle Colgate Community Garden Challenge 
Our school is contributing very well to this challenge and at 
present we are in the top position! We welcome your             
continued contributions to be dropped off into our collection 
bin in the front foyer.  
Many thanks to Kari Aldridge for her efforts in keeping this 
initiative moving. 
 
 
 

 
 

We Welcome You to St. Mary's Open Day! 
If you know anyone who would benefit from visiting our school  
encourage then to come along and learn how our beautiful school may 
support their child's learning and growth. Tours are available with me on 
any other day via an appointment. Enrolments for 2020 are now being 
accepted. 
 
School Psychologist 
Simon Harvest continues to offer his professional services to our           
students. Simon visits our school on Mondays and he has some places 
coming available. If you feel that your child would benefit from seeing 
Simon, you can ask for a referral package from the office. 
 
PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION  
As a school, we strongly encourage parent engagement in your child’s learning and the development 
of positive parent / teacher relationships that enhance the learning and development of your child. If 
at any time you need to speak to your child’s teacher, it is important that you contact the school and 
let your child’s teacher know what’s on your mind.  
 



 

  

In turn, we continually promote to the staff the need to communicate with parents regarding the 
growth and challenges of their students to their parents so the learning, social development and     
personal growth is done in a collaborative way that promotes our vision of working in partnership 
with the community.  Dates yet to be set. 
 
Other Important Information for Teachers  
 

The class teacher needs to be informed if a child:  
· has a medical appointment during school hours.  
· has had a change in medication or dosage. (Communicate in writing)  
· is attending any medical specialists, eg. Speech or occupational therapy  
· has to wear glasses.  
· has a hearing aid.  
· is under medical treatment or has a health problem that may affect their learning. 
· has any food allergies.  
· is to be absent for an extended period of time.  
· needs to leave school early.  
· has recently experienced a major upset. (e.g. Family break-up, death in the family, moving house, 
etc.)  

· is being collected by a parent or authorised friend from within the school.  
 

St. Mary’s Before & After School Care 
Vanessa offers a nurturing and creative before and after school care program through Ignite Minds 
and she has spaces for more children. If you would like your child to attend this high quality on campus 
program you can contact Ignite Minds via the links on our school website. 
 

Working Bee 
In consultation with our P&F we have scheduled a working bee on  
Sunday June 16th following our 10.30 am Family Mass. Soup and bread 
will be provided and we welcome you to bring along a plate of goodies 
to share over morning tea after Mass. Your valued assistance with a few 
projects will help us greatly.  
 

Prep Enrolments 2020 
If you are a current parent who is seeking enrolment for a sibling in 2020 it would assist us if you pick 
up enrolment forms from our office and enrol as soon as you are ready. If you know anyone who 
would like to enrol for next year we are encouraging people to do so now. This will assist us with our 
planning for next year. Note the School Open Day and Information Evening dates as detailed on our 
website and later in this newsletter. 

The children have enjoyed the platters that have been sent in. We thank you for supporting this in 
the interests of our children. 
 

Garden Makeover 
Our children have enjoyed laying rocks to  
create a river bed around the recently plant-
ed bed of natives and flax. Special thanks to  
Mr. & Mrs. Watts for coming in on the  
weekend to prepare the bed. We have 
plans to start the  interactive garden in the 
next couple of weeks. If anyone has any 
sleepers that they no longer need we 
could use them in this area. 

 

Kind Regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 

Principal. 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 

Craig Trickey is able to offer choir lessons on Tuesday afternoons at 2.45 until 3.15 if we have 

enough children interested. We didn’t get enough children to conduct choir sessions this term 

however we can next term if we have 10 or more children who would like to take part. 

 

Craig is experienced and skilled in this area. The children who participated last term really   

enjoyed their sessions. There were others who wanted to do choir but didn’t want to miss out 

on play time. That is why we are offering the lessons at 2.45 for term 3.  

 

If you would like your child/ren to take part in choir lessons, please fill out the permission slip 

below and return it as soon as possible to the office. 

You would need to commit to the eight weeks of sessions offered now in term 3 and pay 

$21.00 in advance to contribute to the cost of running the program.  

 

We know that we have children who like to be part of a choir and that is why we are               

offering these sessions. 

 

Thank you for your prompt response. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 



 

  

 



 

  



 

  

Community News . . .  

 

 



 

  

‘EXPERIENCE DAY’ 
Wednesday, 26th June 

If you have enrolled, or have applied to enrol, you will be notified of arrangements. 

 

 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

Family Day @ 

Leangarnook, 
Mt Alexander 

Sunday 21st July 

 following Commitment 

Mass 

Bring the family, rug up and 

enjoy a bush walk followed 

by some fresh damper by 

the camp fire!  

Social Friday 
Friday 21st June 

Railway Hotel 6.30pm 

Join us for dinner and 

drinks at the Railway   

Hotel in Castlemaine. 

 RSVP to Kari by        

Wednesday 19th June     

(0402-076-340) 

Food Bank 

St Mary’s is continuing its food 
bank to help families in need 
within the school community. 

If you would like to be on the 
contact list to make emergency 
meals please pass your name and 
contact details onto Kari          
Aldridge (mob 0402076340) 

Dads Night! 

Friday 14th June 7pm 

Essendon vs Hawthorn 

A night just for the dads to 

enjoy a catch up with    

nibbles and BYO drinks in 

the Buckley Room! 

 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul Coin 

Drive! 

A collection tin will be  

located in the foyer all 

year! 

 

St Mary’S SpringFeSt & 

Long Lunch 

Sunday October 27th 12.30pm 

Meeting to be held in June to begin         

organising. If you can assist with this 

event & can attend a meeting please 

contact Kari (0402-076-340)

 

 

 

Sunday 16th June following Mass 

*Lunch Provided* 

 Finish bird sanctuary with drainage 

& holes ready for children to plant the 

last week of term and general yard 

clean up. 

 

 

Last day of term Friday 28th June 

Football Dress up & Pie Day 

A day for the children to come dressed in their 

favourite football colours and enjoy a pie for 

lunch! 

Stay tuned for order forms to be sent home! 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS”  

DATES: 

Sunday 16th June – School Working bee following Mass, lunch provided 

Friday 21st June – Social Friday, Railway Hotel, 6.30pm 

Friday 28th June – Football dress up and Pie Day lunch 

Sunday 21st July – Family Day at Leangarnook, Mt Alexander, after mass 

Saturday 17th Sunday 18th August – Mens Alive weekend @ Parish  

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports & Food truck  

Sunday October 27th – St Mary’s SpringFest & Long Lunch                                                                                    



 

  

Colgate Community Garden 
 

The Committee has registered St Mary’s to participate in the Terracycle Colgate  

Community Garden again this year.  This a great initiative to recycle used toothbrushes, 

containers, and packaging. Any brand accepted and please leave in a collection box 

located at the front of the school.  Spread the word, our aim is to involve the whole  

community with collection points at the school and Castlemaine Fitness Centre.   
 

 

Be sure to Vote DAILY for our school also following the link below - not only does our 

school go into a draw to win garden prizes but also the more votes the more chances  

of winning recycled garden sets and upcylcled pencil cases. 

 

See Flyer and Vote for our School St Mary’s Castlemaine at https://

www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting 

 

Entries and voting closes 30th September 2019! START COLLECTING & VOTING NOW!!! 

 

Parents & Friends Family Event  
Date: Sunday 21st July 2019 

Time: Following Commitment Mass  

Location: Mt Alexander – Leanganook Campground  
 

Join us for family bush walk, followed by toasting of marshmallows and  

warm damper. This will be a great little get together for the whole family -  

feel free to bring a picnic and rug up!  

Please note, this is a social event and children need to be supervised by  

their parents at all times. 

 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  



 

  



 

  

Parish News . . . 



 

  



 

  


