
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Issue 6 

Thursday March 14th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

March 
Sunday, 17th 

Youth Mass 
 

Thurs. 28th 
NAPLAN Practice Online 
Testing - No Assembly today 

Monday, 18th 
Parent/Child Reconciliation 
Information Evening -  
Denise Arnel   -   All Welcome 

 
Friday, 29th 

SCHOOL CLOSURE - 
STAFF P.D. 

Thursday, 21st 
Ride to School Day 
 
P & F Meeting - 9:15am 

 April 
Monday, 1st 
Tuesday, 2nd 
Wednesday, 3rd 

Gr’s. 4-6 School Camp 

Friday, 22nd 
Social Friday Night - 
please see details further in 

 

Thurs. 4th 
LENT & Liturgy - Library 
2.40pm 

Sunday, 24th 
10:30am 

First Reconciliation 
Commitment Mass 

 

Friday, 5th 

Last day of Term 1 
2:30 finish - (Buses will run 
to this early finish) 
Easter Bonnet Parade - 12:30 
followed by Easter Egg Raffle 
Fish & Chips Lunch supplied 

Monday, 25th School Photos   Tuesday, 23rd Term 2 Resumes 

Monday, 25th 
Life Education Van - 
Parent Information Session 
9:30-10:30am 

 

Thursday, 25th 
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
ANZAC March - Town Hall 
8:45am 

Tuesday, 26th Life Education Van  

 May 
Tuesday, 7th 
7:00pm 

Sacrament of 
First Reconciliation 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community,  
centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of        
creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and  
growing together.  

 



 

  

At the heart of silence is prayer. 
At the heart of prayer is faith. 
At the heart of faith is life. 
At the heart of life is service. 

Mother Teresa 
 
Loving God,  
May I choose today to do something that will help another, 
Something that will brighten their day.  
Something that will contribute to making our world a better place. Amen 

 

Please keep in your prayers the Lister family who have suffered the loss of their  
dear Nephew. May they feel the love and care of our community during this deeply  
upsetting time. 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Respectful Award:  Riley Boyd 

Responsible Award:  Sam Lawrence & Evie Morse 

Resilient Award:  Heidi Neugebauer 

Principal Award:  Royce Williams & Charli Simmonds-Lucas 

Wonder Award:  Cayden Burns & Raphael Nelms 

Believe Award:  Michael Ma Yizhan & Emilia Morelli 

Persevere Award:  Janae Gray, Caitlin Bracken, Samuel Aldridge 

& Oliver Grainger 

Create Award:  Quinn Vance 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now in the second week of the liturgical season of Lent and acknowledge this week as  
Catholic Education Week. In doing so, it provides us with the opportunity to reflect why you have 
chosen St. Mary’s school for your child given that for families in Castlemaine, there are many schools 
to choose from. St. Mary’s has the characteristics that are so often considered those of a great 
school. But there is something even greater that makes us stand out - school community that is con-
nected through a belief in God and faith, and that through this, we work together to achieve amazing 
things for our students, families and Castlemaine community. This connectedness to faith has a huge 
impact on the passion and commitment of all our St. Mary’s staff.  
Teaching is not seen just as a job but more of a vocation in which we live 
out our faith through our work and our relationships with each other.  
It tones the way we respond to the needs of our students as well as one 
another, with an open heart, a forgiving nature, an enthusiasm to achieve 
one’s best and to bring out the best in others, and the belief that God  
resides in each and every child.  

http://www.livinglifefully.com/people/motherteresa.htm
http://www.livinglifefully.com/people/motherteresa.htm


 

  

Casserole Bank 
Thank you to those who were on our casserole bank last 
year. If you would like to be on our list for this year can  
you let Kari know.  
Your contributions are very much appreciated. 
 
Reconciliation Information Evening Monday  
March 18th 7pm Library 
You are all invited to attend this session being facilitated  
by Denise Arnell. Denise is very skilled at engaging her  
participant’s in these workshops and in connecting  
scripture to our lives. 
 

Ride to School Day 
On Thursday March 
21st we encourage all 
of our children to 
ride, walk or scoot all 
or part of their way to school if  
possible. They may arrive from 8.15am. Breakfast is provided 
and there will be cycling activities as well as a visit from  
Paddy with his unique bicycle collection. It would be great to 
have a couple of helpers on this morning. See me if you are 

 able to assist. 
 

Castlemaine Secondary College Visit Yr. 5-6 
We thank staff and students from Castlemaine  
Secondary College for sharing their experiences about 
moving into secondary school. Our children were then 
given an opportunity to ask questions. These meetings 
all contribute to  making the process of transition into 
secondary school positive. 
 

Lost Property 
We have a growing collection of jumpers and some 
shirts accumulating in lost property. If your child is  
missing any uniform, please come  in and look through 
what we have. It would assist us and your child to have 
their uniform clearly labelled. White permanent clothing  
markers are available for purchase at the newsagent if you need to buy one. 
 

Communication Policy & Responding to Emails 
I have attached our communication policy which is also on our website. Please allow 48 hours for a  
response to an email. Staff don’t always have time to check emails during the teaching day and not all 
staff check work emails over the weekend. If your message requires a quicker response could you 
please phone us on 54722270. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 



 

  

Cyber Safety 
We recommend that you supervise your children closely when they are using the internet at home.  
It is wise to have computers and other devices in your view rather than in bedrooms. There is a cyber-
safety information session for parents detailed later in this newsletter which may be of interest to 
you. 
 

What is Bullying? 
I often get asked what constitutes bullying so I have  
included the following paragraphs for those of you who 
would like further clarification. 
 

The national definition of bullying for Australian schools 
says:  
‘Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in  
relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or  
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or perceived power, 
over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.’ 

Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be  
obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be  
repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of digital records) 

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those 
involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in  
person or online, are not defined as bullying. 
 
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 
mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 

 not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 

 one-off acts of meanness or spite 

 isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved. 

Bullying has three main features: 

 It involves a misuse of power in a relationship 

 It is ongoing and repeated, and 

It involves behaviours that can cause harm. 
 

Preventing bullying What works?  
The question 'What works to prevent bullying?' seems simple. The answer is complicated: 'It depends 
what you want to achieve... and for which students... and in what context'.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying/Pages/Glossary.aspx#P


 

  

What does the research say?  
Research, both in Australia and overseas, has identified the following combination of broad strategies 
as most likely to prevent and reduce bullying: 
  

 a universal whole-school approach over a long duration that takes a multi-faceted approach    
rather than focusing on one single component.  

 a focus on building positive relationships and reducing bullying in the school community through 
a range of activities that engage students, families and staff. (including professional  develop-
ment for teachers) 

 a whole-school detailed policy that addresses the effective prevention of and response to         
bullying within the broader context of improving school culture and fostering student               
engagement. 

 effective classroom environments supported by statements of rights and responsibilities          
developed with student involvement.  

 the promotion of a positive school environment that provides safety, security and support        
for students and promotes student wellbeing.   

 effective approaches and strategies to encourage positive student behaviour as well as             
approaches to discipline that are consistent, inclusive, solution-focused and non-punitive.  

 explicit teaching of values and skills to all students (and especially bystanders) including        
strategies for responding to bullying behaviour and supporting students who are bullied.  

 integration of social emotional learning within the curriculum. 

 

At St. Mary’s we put great effort into supporting our children’s wellbeing. We are a Respectful,         
Responsible and Resilient Community of Learners who use the Berry Street Model to guide us in the 
way we self-regulate our emotions and relate to others. We also use Respectful Relationships guide-
lines and Restorative Practices. We have zero tolerance for bullying behaviour and closely monitor 
children if they display bullying behaviours or if they are on the receiving end of such behaviour. 
Please contact us if you would like further information or if you have concerns about your child. 
 
Enhancing Catholic School Identity Survey (ECSI)  
We sent home letters two weeks ago to invite you to participate in the ECSI 
survey which will assist us in better understanding how our Catholic Identity  
is expressed in work and practice here at St. Mary’s Castlemaine. 
 
The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic  
Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) to design a process and tools, 
based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of understanding our  
current  Catholic identity and where the school community might like to  
see itself in the future. 
 
The ECSI survey is a key element in this process and your participation would be very useful.   
The online survey gathers responses from students in Years 5 and 6, all staff, and a representative 
sample of parents. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  

kind regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 

Principal. 

Security and Playground Maintenance 
We have had an ongoing problem with dogs in our playground after 
hours. Unfortunately, their owners haven’t been picking up after them 
when they go to the toilet. This has been an issue for some time now. We 
have also had some minor vandalism as well as rubbish being left in our 
grounds over the weekends in particular. It has therefore become neces-
sary to close our grounds to the public outside of school operating hours. 
We have put up signs stating this at the entrance areas. We have also 
been advised to have some security cameras fitted in order to assist po-
lice if further vandalism occurs. We want you all to feel welcome here at 
St. Mary’s. If our student’s families wish to spend time in the playground 
before or after school that is ok. We ask that you make sure that gates 
are closed when you leave. If your child wishes to bring their pet to 
school for a visit you will need to organise this beforehand with your 
child’s teacher. We have to comply with OH&S requirements around pets 
in the school. Thank you for your understanding and support. These 
measures have been taken with the interests of your children at heart. 
 

 
School Closure dates: 
We are dedicated to continuing our professional growth and by law we need to engage in ongoing 
professional learning. The following dates will allow time for some of this. 
Please add to your calendars: 
Friday March 29th - Whole Staff Inquiry Learning PD  
Friday June 7th - Whole Staff First Aid Training  
Monday November 4th - Whole Staff report writing  
 

Please look over the school calendar carefully. We have a Lenten liturgy on Thursday April 4th at 2.40 in 
the library. On Friday April 5th we have our Easter Bonnet Parade at 12.30 followed by the Easter Raffle. 
The P&F are organising a fish and chip lunch from 1pm on this day. The children will be offered fish and 
chips for their lunch and are free to go home after this. School officially finishes at 2.30 on this final day 
of term 1. Thank you for your continued support of our school. 
 

The highest service we can perform for 

others is to help them help themselves. 
 

Horace Mann 
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School Photo Day - Monday, 25th March 2019 –  

Arthur Reed Photos  

We will be coming to take annual school photos at St Mary’s Primary School on 25th March, 

2019. 

Ordering has changed this year, so you do not need to purchase photos before photo day.     

Instead you will be able to view and select the images of your child to be included in their   

photo package in our new web shop. 

Go online now and follow these 3 easy steps- 

1. Grab your phone and go to https://order.arphotos.com.au  

2. Enter the image code from your child’s individual flyer (already handed out by your child’s teacher) 

3. Fill in YOUR mobile number and email address. Do this for all of your children at this school. 
 

That’s it! You’ll be notified by email/SMS when images are ready to view and purchase! 

In our NEW web shop you can MIX & MATCH the images included in your package; 

Choose ANY layout, ANY pose or image and purchase Multiple image digital downloads. 

To be notified when images are ready to view - Register Now. 

School PhotosSchool PhotosSchool Photos   

https://order.arphotos.com.au


 

  

P & F News . . . 

CALENDAR: 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of 
St Mary’s PS”  
Thursday 21st March – P & F Meeting, 9.15am staffroom 

Friday 22nd March  –  Social Friday – Goldfields Track Cafe,  

  Harcourt, 7pm 

Friday 5th April  –  Easter raffle, bonnet parade &  

  Fish n chip lunch  

Friday 14th June  –  Dads Night, Essendon vs Hawthorn, Buckley Room  

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports & Food truck night, TBA 

Sunday 27th October  –  St Mary’s SpringFest & Long Lunch 

St Mary’s Footy Tipping 

 see next page! 

Terracycle 

Colgate Community Challenge! 
 

We have joined the Colgate 

Challenge again this year! Start 

collecting your waste including  

toothbrushes, packaging &    

containers of any brand. Our 

school will gain points for each 

load of waste and go in draw to 

win garden prizes for our school!  

See more information  

on next page! 

St Mary’s 
Social Fridays 

 
Friday 22nd March 

7pm, 
Goldfields Track  
Café, Harcourt.  

 
RSVP by 20th March to 

Jo Lawrence 
(Sam & Bianca’s mum) 
Mobile: 0412 839 124 

Easter Egg  

Donations  

needed for our annual 

Easter Egg Raffle! 

Egg donations & Easter gifts 
for hampers can be left in a 
basket at reception! Thank 
you! 

Stay tuned for a Hot 
Cross Bun fundraiser 

too!!! 

Last Day of Term Easter Celebrations! 

Friday 5th April 
 

Fish n Chip lunch 

$2 per child (give to teacher on day) 

Assembly including drawing the Easter 
Raffle, Bonnet Parade & a visit by the 

Easter Bunny! 

 

St Vincents Fashion      
Parade & Mothers Day 

Lunch 
 

Date to be advised 
 

If you can assist on the day 

or would like to be a model 

in the parade please let Kari 

know on 0402-076-340. 

Dads Night! 

Friday 14th June 

7pm 
 

Essendon vs Hawthorn 
 

A night just for the 

dads to enjoy a catch 

up with  

nibbles and BYO drinks 

in the Buckley Room! 

Save the Date! 
 

St Mary’s SpringFest & 
Long Lunch 

Sunday October 27th 12.30pm 

 

 

 

More information to follow! 

 
 
 

St Vincent de Paul Coin 

Drive! 

A collection tin will be 

located in the  

foyer all year!  All loose 

change collected to go 

to St Vincents. 

Food Bank - 

St Mary’s is continuing 
its food bank to help 

families in need within 
the school community. 
If you would like to be 
on the contact list to 

make emergency meals 
please pass your name 

and contact details onto 
Kari Aldridge (mob 

0402076340) 

CORRECTION 

Footy Tips are  

entered weekly 

online before each 

round! 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FLEXIBUZZ APP DOWNLOAD 

Log on to:  http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/au/school-app/ 

and download it onto your mobile telephone. 

You will be asked to join a group, where we will accept it our end.   

It is our major communication link. 

Please see information on the following page. 

St Mary’s Footy  

Tipping 

This year the P&F will be running a Footy Tipping Competition.  

Jo Lawrence our Treasurer has kindly set up online tipping.  This is a fundraiser 

event for our school.   

The joining fee is $20 per person or family.  

 
This is a weekly competition with tips entered weekly for each round online. 
 
 

Extended family and friends are also welcome to join!  

The more members the more money for prizes!  
 

If you wish to join please fill out the form below and return to the office with your  

money by week beginning Monday 18th March, upon receipt of this we will  

email you the link to join the online competition. 
 

 

 

St. Mary’s Footy Tipping Competition 2019 
 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Total: $______________ 



 

  

 

Colgate Community Garden 
 

The Committee has registered St Mary’s to participate in the Terracycle Colgate  

Community Garden again this year.  This a great initiative to recycle used toothbrushes, 

containers, and packaging. Any brand accepted and please leave in the green wheelie 

bin located in the foyer of the school.  Spread the word, our aim is to involve the whole 

community with collection points at the school and  

Castlemaine Fitness Centre.   

 

Be sure to Vote DAILY for our school also  

following the link below - not only does our  

school go into a draw to win garden prizes  

but also the more votes the more chances  

of winning recycled garden sets and upcylcled  

pencil cases. 
 

See Flyer and Vote for our School St Mary’s  

Castlemaine at https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting 
 

Entries and voting closes 30th September 2019! START COLLECTING & VOTING 
NOW!!! 

Grade 5 Visit to Sacred Heart . . . 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  

Community News . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  


