
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Issue 9 

Thursday September 19th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

September 
Thursday, 19th 

No Assembly. 
Reading Hour -  
Parents are invited to join  
their child/ren for reading -  
2:30pm 

 

Tuesday, 22nd 
Confirmation Information 
Evening - 7:00pm 

Friday, 20th 

Soup & Roll Lunch 
 
End of Term 3 -  
2:30pm Finish 

 

Friday, 25th 
St. Mary’s Grazing Platter 
Night & Photo Exhibition 
Launch  - 5:30pm  

October 
Monday, 7th  

Term 4 commences 

 

Saturday, 26th - 
Monday, 28th 

Photo Exhibition - Sat, Sun, 
Mon - 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Sunday, 13th 

Confirmation Commitment 
Mass 
 
Lucas Davis & Sebastian 
Salvatore - First Communion 

 November 
Monday, 4th 
 
 
Tuesday, 5th 

School Closure - Report 
Writing Day 
 
MELBOURNE CUP  
HOLIDAY 

Tuesday, 15th Prep 2020 Interviews 

 
Tuesday, 12th Nov 
Tuesday, 19th Nov 
Tuesday, 3rd Dec 

PREP Transition Days 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith 
and united in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; 
actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it now 
and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their 
spiritual connection to Country. 



 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  
 

The vibe at our St. Mary’s Twilight Sports  
was positive in every way!  
Marquees, flags, running tracks, excited  
children, participation, team work, families, 
picnics and ribbons… all set us up for a super 
evening of participation and fun. Our oval 
and grounds were looking beautiful and the 
sun was shining. 
 

Our marching parade was followed by a motivational talk from our sports captains before the  
students commenced their athletic events. It was a wonderful evening and a great coming together 
of our special community.  
 

Our focus was on taking part and team work as well as practising and showcasing athletic capabili-
ties. I congratulate our children on the way they worked co-operatively, looking out for each other, 
cheering others on and approaching all events with the view to do their best. We hope that our  
children went home feeling a sense of achievement and that they all enjoyed the evening with their 
friends and families. This year McKilllop earned the Team Spirit trophy and Patrick secured the  
Athletics trophy. Dylan Pozar and Dad Brett reclaimed their three-legged race title! 
 

Together we have achieved a great deal this term and I look forward to continuing our work as a  
St. Mary’s community to further develop our school so that our students flourish in every way. 
Our students are given regular opportunity to articulate their learning, the process of learning, and 
their strengths and struggles. In order for students to effectively communicate their achievement 
and learning, they must have regular opportunities to assess and articulate their progress toward 
learning targets. Regular reflection on progress creates opportunities for our children to set goals 
and become partners with their teachers in meeting the standards they set. Your children may enjoy 
some time set aside to reflect on their learning this term with you. They will also be looking forward 
to a break from the school routine during the term holidays. 
 
Garden Based Learning – Green Team  
Our children’s motivation and commitment to looking after our garden is evidenced during lunch 

times and recess each day.  
It is super to observe so many of our students 
across all classes co-operating with each other  
and gaining satisfaction from their purposeful 
work.  
 
 

 



 

  

 
 
Year 6 Community Connection  
At St. Mary’s we promote  
community connectedness which 
we believe contributes to the  
development and wellbeing of our 
children. Our year 6 students have 
presented appreciation certificates 
to local businesses who so  
generously supported our Circus 
Day Extravaganza. Madison is  
pictured thanking Bakers Delight 
who are one of our regular  
sponsors. We are grateful for the support that we have received 
from so many businesses in the town. We enjoyed some hot chips 
with gravy at The Tender Chook before returning to school! 
 

Happy Long Service Leave  
Karen White 
Mrs. White is taking four weeks of Long Service Leave from  
Monday October 7th until Wednesday November 6th.  Mrs Emma 
Nelms will replace Mrs. White during this time. She has met with 
Mrs. White to ensure that the program will continue as it should 
and that our Year 5-6 children are well supported. Emma will also 
have the assistance of a student Learning Support Officer during 
the first two weeks of Term 4. If you need to communicate with 
Mrs. Nelms you can via Karen White’s email or you can phone the 
school. We wish Mrs. White a happy and relaxing long service 
break. 

 

Mt Alexander Chess Challenge 
Our school was very well represented at this year’s 
Mount Alexander Chess Challenge by twelve of our 
players pictured. It was a joy spend time at this tour-
nament and to observe young people all engaging 
deeply in the game. Thank you to our parents for 
supporting this event. Special thanks to Maryanne 
for giving our children the opportunity for a pre-
challenge practice, to Harry for his super coaching 
and to all of our children for doing their best and for 

showing great sportsmanship! St. Mary’s came second which is an outstanding achievement! Harry 
will be delivering the medals to our school and we will present them at our first assembly next term. 
Congratulations everyone.  A report along with the results will be published in our next newsletter. 
 
Soup & Roll Lunch 
Special thanks to our Parent’s & Friends committee for organising a cup  
of soup with a roll on the last day of the Term. The generosity of  
Carolynne Spencer for making the soup and to the Keane family for  
supplying the rolls is greatly appreciated. Soup will be served from  
1.00pm at a cost of $2.00 for a cup of soup and a roll. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Reading Hour in Australia & St. Mary’s! 
On Thursday September 19th 2019, we will stop what we’re doing and 
pick up a book!  Rather than have our assembly, at 2.30pm we invite you 
to join your child/children in the classrooms or library and read. We value 
this initiative which encourages Australians to either rediscover or  
introduce themselves to the benefits of reading; to take the time to learn, 
escape and relax. 
In children, reading has been shown to help with identity formation,  
setting them up for success in the future. In adults, reading has been shown to reduce stress by 68% 
more than listening to music, going for a walk, or having a cup of tea. 
We hope that you can join us from 2.30 until 3.15 (You may stay later if you like) to immerse ourselves 
in literature. 
 
CEMSIS Surveys 
In 2019, our school is participating in Catholic Education Melbourne 
School Improvement Surveys (CEMSIS). CEMSIS is an annual process 
where schools listen to the thoughts and feelings students, families and 
staff have about how their school can improve. These surveys help inform 
the ongoing improvement of schools across the Archdiocese of  
Melbourne.  
 

One of the main goals of the family survey is to identify the strengths and 
areas for improvement in our school.  CEMSIS data benefits everyone 
within our school and provides valuable community insights on areas that 
each school can focus on. Our school believes it is important to encourage 
families to have a voice and contribute to shaping the ongoing  
improvement of the school.  
 

The survey is available online, can be accessed from Monday 2 September and needs to be completed 
by Friday 20 September. This survey may only be completed once.   
For families where there may be more than one child attending our school, we ask that families focus 
on the eldest child attending the school. The school has invited many families to respond via this  
survey and participation is completely voluntary. There are no "right" or "wrong" answers – all  
responses are completely anonymous and at no point are any of the responses from students, families 
or staff identifiable by the school.  
The survey is available in English, Arabic, Simplified and Traditional Chinese, Tagalog and Vietnamese.  
To complete the survey please access the following link:  
https://www.orima.com.au/cemfamily and you must select St. Mary’s Primary School then  
Castlemaine. Your family’s PIN number has been emailed directly to you. 
If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact ORIMA Research on 1800 
654 585 or cemsurveys@orima.com, or Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) at cemsis@cem.edu.au 
 

Thank-you in anticipation of your  
participation in the CEMSIS Families  
survey.  
 
Principal Study Tour Intensive  
Program – Learning from Each Other   
I have been fortunate to have been offered a position to take part in 
a program teaching religious diversity. The program is offered 
through a partnership with the Australian Catholic University (ACU) 
and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.   

https://www.orima.com.au/cemfamily
mailto:cemsurveys@orima.com
mailto:cemsis@cem.edu.au


 

  

Catholic Education Melbourne offers a range of formation programs for principals and emerging lead-
ers, designed to support their formation for strong and effective religious leadership. This particular 
program is a residential program of 10 days’ duration taking place at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
in the Netherlands over the school holidays.  
 

This formation program will deliver a multimodal experience, attending to the following questions:  

 How may we, as Catholics, make sense of the phenomenon of religious diversity? Why are there 
so many religions and how do they relate to one another?  

 How do different models of religious diversity impact upon the way we understand the            
possibility/impossibility of interreligious dialogue?   

 What resources does Catholic tradition offer to learn with and from the other? 

 How do we shape Catholic dialogical schools that welcome those who believe and practice 
differently?   

 How can we enable a deep learning across traditions in our classrooms?  

I am looking forward to: 

 The opportunity to engage in a collegial conversation on how to enhance Catholic Identity 
through interreligious dialogue. 

 An in-depth introduction to the best in current scholarship and teaching resources in the areas  
of theologies of religious pluralism, comparative theology and scriptural reasoning. 

 Support in developing teaching resources, syllabi, and other programming appropriate to the 
particular needs of our school. 

 
Through classes, reading assignments, and visits to local communities I will 
be supported to effectively engage in a deep learning across religious        
traditions. The program also introduces participants to a variety of             
dialogical approaches which we may use in our own schools i.e: 
 

 Self-Reflection via Logbook  

 Scriptural Reasoning 

 Bibliodrama 

 Comparative theologies of religions 

 On site visits 

 Excursions to schools and teacher training programs in the Netherlands 
 

I appreciate the opportunity to take part in and learn from this study program which is funded by CEM 
Melbourne and will take place over the school holidays. It will mean that I will be out of school on   
September 19th & 20th and I will return in the first week of Term 4 on October 10th. 
 

Speech Pathologist Hayley Millard  
Some of our families have already engaged the services of our speech 
pathologist here at St. Mary’s on a Wednesday or a Thursday. I have 
met with Hayley Millard who has been working in this area for over 7 
years. Most of her experience has been with primary age children. 
Your child may attend 5 visits which can be subsidised by Medicare. 
The Medicare rebate under the Chronic Disease Management (CDM) 
Program is $53.80 per session. Families need to see their GP to          

determine eligibility for a CDM plan. Hayley can provide families with more information about the 
CDM program, as required. 
You may contact Hayley directly on 0490460429 if you would like to discuss with her what she can 

offer your child. 

 
 
 

 



 

  

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 
 

Have you ever had one of those mornings getting the kids to school? 
St. Mary’s Primary School are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s 
experiences preparing to leave the house. Whether it be getting ready for school, 
kinder or crèche, the park, supermarket or the family holiday. It could be funny or 
crazy or it might be just short of complete chaos. We want to capture it all! 
Our goal is to bring people together in recognition of the moments that test us as 
parents and carers. In these moments may we make time to stop, laugh and discover 
gratitude for what is, finding solace in that we are not alone. 
Your photos will be included in a community photo exhibition called 
‘Whimsical Mornings – Hanging by a Thread’. 
The event can be found on Facebook. 
The exhibition will be launched at St Mary’s Hall on Friday 25th October, and will be on 
display through to Monday 28th October. 
Funds raised will go towards a new interactive outdoor play area for the children of 
St. Mary’s Primary School. 

Second hand Uniform – Calling for Donations 
If you have any of our current uniform items that you no 
longer need you may donate them to our second hand 
uniform cupboard. We can then pass these items on to 
those who need them. Thankyou. 
 
 
 
 

 

Wishing you all a happy, safe and relaxing term break. 
 

Kind regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 

 

 

MONDAY, 14TH OCTOBER 
 

Parents of Prep children would have received a Questionnaire to  
express any concerns regarding your child’s health and development. 

Please return this form to the school office by 9th October to consent 
to this assessment and provide relevant health information. 

Please sign the non-consent part of the form if you do 
not wish the school nurse to see your child. 

 
Referrals for older students: 

Referrals for assessments of older students in other grades  are also welcome.   
Please contact the school office if you wish to receive a consent form. 



 

  

Twilight Sports . . . 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  



 

  

Chess . . . 



 

  

Reading Hour . . . 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

Calendar Dates:- 
 

Friday 20th September – Last day of term, Soup for lunch $2 per serve 

Friday 25th October - Launch Photo Exhibition launch, see flyer to be sent home 

Sunday 1st December  - Vision Portraits Fundraiser, St Mary’s School 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next P&F Meeting Thursday 19th September, 9.15am, Staffroom. All welcome! 

Last Day of Term 

Friday 20th September 

Soup & Roll for lunch provided by the P&F 

 

$2 per serve 
 

 

Vision Portrait Fundraiser 

 

Sunday 1st December @ St Mary’s School 

 

Please see flyer and use link to book your 

place! Be quick places will fill up fast!  

 

A lovely family photo to give family and 

friends! 

Colgate Fundraiser 

 

Thank you to those that have collected for colgate! 

We have sent of 5.5kgs in total! Fantasic effort! 

Please keep collecting all year round! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to Vote DAILY until September 

30th https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/

contests/colgategardenvoting 

Request for Donations 

 

With the upcoming photo exhibi-

tion we would be grateful for fami-

lies to donate HAMPER items for raf-

fle and lucky door prizes on the ex-

hibition launch night on Friday 25th 

October 2019 

 

Ideas for items may include, pam-

per items such as; 

 

Hand creams    Sweets 

Soaps                 Cosmetics 

Candles 

Beauty products  

Vouchers  

 

Indulgent items such as; 

Wine               Biscuits 

Chocolate     Sweets 

Preserves       Tea/Coffee  

Vouchers 

 

A basket will be left in the foyer for 

collection. Thank you! 

SEE FLYER FOR FURTHER 

DETAILS 

SUBMISSION CLOSURE 
DATE 

7
th

 OCTOBER 

 

PHOTO EXHIBITION 

WHIMSICAL MORNINGS 

- HANGING BY A THREAD - 

 

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 

 

We are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s 
experiences preparing to leave the house.  Whether it be 
getting ready for school, kinder or crèche, the park, super-
market or the family holiday.  It could be funny or crazy or it 

might be just short of complete chaos.  We want to capture it 
all! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
EXHIBITION OPENING NIGHT 

25
th 

OCTOBER 6-9PM 
 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  



 

  



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  


