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TERM DATES 

October 
Sunday, 13th 

Confirmation Commitment 
Mass - 10:30am and 
Lucas Davis & Sebastian 
Salvatore - First Communion 

 
Saturday, 26th - 
Monday, 28th 

Photo Exhibition - Sat, Sun, 
Mon - 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Monday, 14th Prep Health Assessments 

 
November 
Friday, 1st 

Prep/1 Kickball 

Tuesday, 15th Prep 2020 Interviews 

 

Monday, 4th 
School Closure - Report 
Writing Day 

Tuesday, 22nd 
Confirmation Information 
Evening - 7:00pm 

 
Tuesday, 5th 

MELBOURNE CUP  
HOLIDAY 

Thursday,24th 
Walk, Scoot, Ride to School 
- Breakfast  8:00am 

 
Monday, 11th Gr. 5/6 BlastCricket 

Friday, 25th 
St. Mary’s Grazing Platter 
Night & Photo Exhibition 
Launch  - 5:30pm  

 Tuesday, 12th Nov 
Tuesday, 19th Nov 
Tuesday, 3rd Dec 

PREP Transition Days 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith 
and united in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; 
actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people. Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the 
past, for sharing it now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future 
and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. 

Almighty God, through your Holy Spirit you created unity in the midst 
of diversity; We acknowledge that human diversity is an expression of your 
manifold love for your creation; enable us to be the architects of understand-
ing, of respect and love, Amen. 



 

  

 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  
 

I hope that you have all enjoyed your two week break and that you feel ready to embrace Term 4! 
 

I am very happy to be back at school after an intense but most worthwhile two weeks studying  
comparative theology, inter-faith dialogue, scriptural reasoning and Eucharistic hospitality at Vrije 
Universitest in south Amsterdam. 
 

This study tour was the first focusing in this area in  
response to what we very well know; that Religion is 
transforming, pluralisation is a fact, it is happening and  
it is time when we are called to re-contextualise. 
Our school is indeed blessed with the diversity of multi-
races, beliefs and faith backgrounds. I know that we are 
all dedicated towards respecting our cultural diversity.  
As a staff we often question how we can both honour and include those of other faith backgrounds 
and with varied beliefs at the same time as maintaining our Catholic identity. This has been more 
challenging during this period when the Catholic church is under scrutiny.   
 

As a staff and in partnership with you we aim to truly bear witness to our school's vision and  
mission. We actively respond to religious diversity, the aim of which is to build bridges across  
religions and traditions so that our school is a place of witness, openness, inclusion and dialogue and 
one where our Catholic identity is evident in a healthy and relevant way. Moreover, this will also  
support our students to grow up as understanding, respectful and tolerant citizens. 
 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Principal’s Award: Patrick Leathem, Oliver Grainger 

Respectful Award: Lewin Blanch, Samuel Aldridge 

Responsible Award: Bianca Lawrence  

Resilient Award: Miles Cheesman, Cullen Foreman 

Wonder Award: Riley Boyd, Thomas Edwards, Ngor Lawal 

Believe Award: Spencer Grainger 

Persevere Award: Adeeng Yai, Charlie Inskip 

Create Award: Madeleine Lane 

 
 
 
 
 
 

to Gabby McCord and Max Lenan 
who celebrate their birthdays in October. 



 

  

 
 
You may have read about the distressing news article about some young Jewish boys being mocked 
by other students in a Melbourne school. This is another reason why developing knowledge and  
understanding about the 'other' through inter-faith dialogue is critical. 
 

In our roles we need to do our very best to deal with otherness so we are do-
ing more than giving attention to pluralisation and secularisation. Critically, 
we want to build a theology of love, one that refuses the violence that may 
be committed by one against another, one that equips our children to be all 
that they can be to create compassionate and caring communities. 
 

Our students sang beautifully at our beginning of term 
Mass where Fr. Wahid encouraged them to continue to do 
their best. We are hoping to see as many of you as  
possible on Sunday to support Sebastian and Lucas who 
are making their first communion. This is also a  
commitment Mass for the children receiving the  
sacrament of confirmation later this term.  
There will be a morning tea after Mass. If you have time it 
would be lovely if you could bring a plate of food to share. 
 

We are looking forward to working with you all again this term where collectively we hope to continue 
to make a positive difference in our children’s lives. 
 

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED by Friday 18th! 
We are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s experiences preparing to 
leave the house. Whether it be getting ready for school, kinder or crèche, the park, 
supermarket or the family holiday. It could be funny or crazy or it might be just short 
of complete chaos. We want to capture it all! 

Our P&F have put a great deal of time into preparing for what will be a most memorable event.  
We would like all of our families represented in the photo exhibition so we hope that you can submit a 
photo by next Friday.  

We also need volunteers to sell raffle tickets outside IGA between 9.00am and 3.00pm on Oct 16th. You 
can add your name to the roster in the front foyer or let Kari know if you are available. We would also 
welcome further donations for raffle prizes. Thank you for your support! 

SAVE THE DATE - EXHIBITION OPENING NIGHT 25th OCTOBER 6-9PM! 
 
Prep Interviews 
Fr. Wahid and myself are very happy to be meeting with our 2020 prep children and their parents next 
week over Monday and Tuesday. We have 14 preps enrolled for 2020. If you know anyone else who is 
interested in sending their children to our school in 2020 let them know that they need to submit their 
forms ASAP.   
 
News from the Arts Hub 
It is always a pleasure visiting the Arts Hub and hearing about the children’s 
learning.  
The children are beginning this term’s drama unit where they are focussing 
on dramatising Indigenous stories. The year 4-5 children are pictured choos-
ing their Indigenous story, they then read them. In visual arts our orange cow 
will be painted by the year 5-6 class with our school Indigenous symbol as 
well as other symbols.  
The Dja Dja Wurrung country story will be painted on the wall near our vertical garden.  



 

  

Widi volunteers her time on a Friday to assist 
with Indonesian lessons. Indonesian is her 
native language and the children gain great 
benefit from working with her.  
Thank you Widi and Mrs. Byrne! 
 
Walk to School Month 
Our children were inspired by Darren from 
the shire whose motivational talk at this 
week’s assembly has given us extra incentive 
to take every opportunity to walk during this 
walk to school month. We hope to continue 
this habit which will support our overall 
health and well-being. Every step counts! Our aim is to clock up 
enough distance to satisfy  
our virtual walk goal of reaching Canberra  
which is 662 kms. We may even exceed this!  
We encourage you to walk with your children either from home or 
from different points in the town. If this is not possible your  
children my walk the perimeter of our playground as many times 
as they can before the bell. In order to reach our target, we are 
aiming for 6kms each per week. Many will go beyond this. For  
every third walk by a parent or carer to school you will receive a 
free coffee voucher! Ready, set, go!!!  
 

St. Mary’s Chess Champs! 
St. Marys has won a place in the Chess Victoria State Semi 
Finals. In accepting the invitation, we are participating in the 
Friday October 25th CV State Semi Finals, at Marcellin  
College in Melbourne.   
We need some of you to drive the team. Lewin Blanch,  
Rohan Singh, Dylan Pozar, Jack Morelli, Hannah Cochrane, 
Patrick Leathem, Ngolueth Nyok & Henry Vandenberg all 
performed magnificently at our recent challenge and have 

qualified to play in the state finals. Harry reported that we were on the top boards all day at the  
Mt. Alexander Challenge. 
St. Marys P.S. came second overall and only by one game. They were one point behind the winner  
New Gisborne P.S. Congratulations to all of our chess players. What a fine achievement! 
 
Speech Pathologist Hayley Millard  
Unfortunately, Hayley is now unable to see children here at St. Mary’s as she hasn’t had enough  
people book in. You may contact Hayley directly on 0490460429 if you would like to arrange an  
appointment outside of school.  
 
Second hand Uniform – Calling for Donations  
If you have any of our current uniform items that you no longer need you 
may donate them to our second hand uniform cupboard.  
We can then pass these items on to those who need them.  
Thank you to those of you who have already given us unwanted items.  



 

  

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 
 

Have you ever had one of those mornings getting the kids to school? 
St. Mary’s Primary School are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s 
experiences preparing to leave the house. Whether it be getting ready for school, 
kinder or crèche, the park, supermarket or the family holiday. It could be funny or 
crazy or it might be just short of complete chaos. We want to capture it all! 
Our goal is to bring people together in recognition of the moments that test us as 
parents and carers. In these moments may we make time to stop, laugh and discover 
gratitude for what is, finding solace in that we are not alone. 
Your photos will be included in a community photo exhibition called 
‘Whimsical Mornings – Hanging by a Thread’. 
The event can be found on Facebook. 
The exhibition will be launched at St Mary’s Hall on Friday 25th October, and will be on 
display through to Monday 28th October. 
Funds raised will go towards a new interactive outdoor play area for the children of 
St. Mary’s Primary School. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kind regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 

 

 

MONDAY, 14TH OCTOBER 
 

Parents of Prep children would have received a Questionnaire to  
express any concerns regarding your child’s health and development. 

Please return this form to the school office by 9th October to consent 
to this assessment and provide relevant health information. 

Please sign the non-consent part of the form if you do 
not wish the school nurse to see your child. 

 
Referrals for older students: 

Referrals for assessments of older students in other grades  are also welcome.   
Please contact the school office if you wish to receive a consent form. 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

Calendar Dates:- 
 

 Wednesday 16th October – Selling raffle tickets at Maxi IGA, HELP NEEDED 

 Friday 25th October - Launch Photo Exhibition launch, see flyer to  

   be sent home & Next LADIES NIGHT at the launch!! 

 Sunday 1st December - Vision Portraits Fundraiser, St Mary’s School 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Portrait Fundraiser 

 

Sunday 1st December @ St Mary’s School 
 

Please see flyer and use link to book your 

place! Be quick places will fill up fast!  

 

A lovely family photo to give family and 

friends! 

Colgate Fundraiser 

Thank you to those that have  

collected for Colgate!  We have sent 

off 5.5kgs in total!  Fantastic effort! 

Please keep collecting all year round! 
 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s finished 64th out of 254 

schools! Well done and keep  

collecting all year round so we can 

get higher up the ladder next year! 

SEE FLYER FOR FURTHER 

DETAILS 

SUBMISSION CLOSURE 
DATE 18TH OCTOBER 

Book your tickets now to 

Go into early bird draw 

https:\\www.trybooking.com/bfpcz 

 

HELP NEEDED!! 
 

We have booked a space at Maxi IGA to sell 
raffle tickets on Wednesday 16th October 9-
3pm. If you can spare an hour or two to sit and 
sell tickets, please let Kari know (mob 
0402076340) or add your name to the roster 
in the foyer of the school  

Request for Donations 

 

With the upcoming photo exhibi-

tion we would be grateful for 

families to donate HAMPER items 

for raffle and lucky door prizes on 

the exhibition launch night on  

Friday 25th October 2019 

 

Ideas for items may include, pam-

per items such as; 

 

Hand creams    Sweets 

Soaps                 Cosmetics 

Candles 

Beauty products  

Vouchers  

 

Indulgent items such as; 

Wine               Biscuits 

Chocolate     Sweets 

Preserves       Tea/Coffee  

Vouchers 

 

A basket will be left in the foyer for 

collection. Thank you! 

PHOTO EXHIBITION 

WHIMSICAL MORNINGS 

- HANGING BY A THREAD - 

 

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 

 

We are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s 
experiences preparing to leave the house.  Whether it be 

getting ready for school, kinder or crèche, the park,  
supermarket or the family holiday.  It could be funny or crazy 

or it might be just short of complete chaos.   
We want to capture it all! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
EXHIBITION OPENING NIGHT 

25
th 

OCTOBER 6-9PM 
 

Raffle Tickets have 

gone home to families for  

our upcoming fundraiser - 

additional tickets are 

available from the office. 

Thank you for your support. 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  


