
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 2, Week 7 

Thursday May 28th, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

June 
Thursday, 4th 

Staff Report Writing Day 
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

 

Monday, 22nd Reports sent home 

Friday, 5th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Mental Wellness for all 

 

Friday, 26th 

End of Term 
2:30pm finish time - 
Buses will run to earlier  
finish time 

Monday, 8th 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

July 
Monday, 13th 

Term 3 commences 

Tuesday, 9th 

Gr’s 4, 5 & 6 Resume 
School Onsite Learning 
 
 
Easter Egg Raffle Drawn 
 

 

  



 

  

God of the Holy Dreaming  

God of holy Dreaming  
Great Creator Spirit  
From the dawn of creation  
you have given your children  
The good things of Mother Earth  
You spoke and the gum tree grew 
In the vast deserts and dense forests,  
in the cities,  
At the water’s edge,  
creation sings your praise.  
Your presence endures as  
the rock at the heart of our land.  
When Jesus hung on the tree  
You heard the cries of all  
Your people and became one  
with your wounded ones  
The convicts, the hunted  
and the dispossessed.  
The sunrise of Your Son  
Coloured the earth anew  
And bathed it in glorious hope.  
In Jesus we have been reconciled to You,  
To each other and to Your whole creation.  
Lead us on Great Spirit  
As we gather at this special place  
Located on land  
where ancestors of long ago  
Gathered for work, play and praise.  
Enable us to walk together in trust  
from the hurt of the past  
Into the full day which  
has dawned in Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

Reconciliation Week 

The theme of National Reconciliation Week in 2020 is 'In this together' reinforcing the fact that every 
one of us has a role to play when it comes to reconciliation. Only through playing our part and collec-
tively building relationships that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and     
cultures will reconciliation be achieved. 

This year also marks the 20th anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 2000, when people came      
together to walk on bridges and roads across the nation and show their support for a more reconciled 
Australia. We continue to work together to further that national journey towards a fully reconciled 
country. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

  

 

Dear Families, 
 
What a fantastic week it has been! It 
has been such an uplifting experience 
seeing the positive return to school for 
the prep-year 3 students. So many 
smiles, laughs and overall enjoyment of 
being in one another’s company. It 
won’t be long now until we have our 
whole school community back together 
again. Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port and patience as we navigate this 
challenging time. 
 
Welcome: 
Now that we are onsite, it is great to have a few new faces in our classrooms! 
We would like to warmly welcome Alyssa Burnett (Gr 1), Danis John George (Gr 
2) and Charlotte O’Toole (Gr 2).  
 
Building works: 
It has been a great experience working alongside Raysett Constructions and 
Architecture Matters over the past few weeks to realise our aspirations of    
developing a fluid and engaging learning space for the students of St Mary’s. It 
is certainly moving along at a rapid rate with the attention beginning to move 
from the construction elements to the internal finishes. Over the past week 
the new insulated roofing has been installed, plaster work has commenced 
with sky lights being fitted today for the corridors. The works are still on sched-
ule and we should be moving in for the beginning of term 3….certainly      
something worth looking forward to! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop-off & Pick-up: 
The current drop-off and pick-up in Templeton Street seems to be working quite well as a starting 
point; especially whilst only the P-3 students are onsite. As it becomes more congested from the 9th 
June, some alterations may need to be considered. A friendly reminder that parents cannot be onsite 
without a pre-arranged appointment. I do apologise as we want to be as open as welcoming as    
possible, we do feel rude enforcing this. but must adhere to the regulations. 
 



 

  

Return to Onsite Learning: 
The beginning of our transition back to onsite learning is going so well! We look forward to welcom-
ing back all Gr 4-6 students from Tuesday 9th June. 
 
Have a happy and safe weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 

 
New enquiries please 

phone the school on 

54722270 for a  

school tour. 

Now takingNow taking  

enrolments enrolments 

for 2021 for 2021   

Please note the following school closure dates: 

Thursday, 4th June - No Students in attendance 

 - Staff Report Writing Day offsite 

Friday, 5th June - School Closure for both Students & Staff 

Wellness Day 

Monday, 8th June - Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Monday, 2nd November - Staff Report Writing & Data Analysis 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

St. Mary’s Major Fundraiser for 2020 
 

BBQ Stall - Castlemaine Farmers’ Market: 

Sunday, 7th June 
 

has been postponed, depending on 

future availability. 

 

We would like to wish the following   
students a very happy birthday: 

May 23rd: Emilia Morelli 
 Georgia Morelli 
May 25th: Lewin Blanch 
June 7th: Charlie Inskip 
 Lucy Lewis 



 

  

Community News . . . 

 



 

  



 

  


