
                 
St Mary’s Parish School Homework 

Policy 
 

 

At St Mary’s, homework is designed to be purposeful and to enable children to make 
choices, explore different learning styles and to encourage active learning and family 
interaction. It also compliments and reinforces classroom learning, fosters good lifelong 
learning and study habits, and provides an opportunity for students to be responsible for 
their own learning. It allows for children’s different needs and supports them to be active 
and have a voice in their learning. 
 
Principles: 
 
There are different schools of thought surrounding the effectiveness of homework and 
whether it should in fact be set at all. We understand that some children very much enjoy 
having homework while others find it a burden. At St. Mary’s we believe that in our ever 
changing world homework should support our young people to develop as people and 
teach them to make choices not only to support academic learning but also to develop 
their social, emotional and communication skills, as well as a sense of belonging to a 
community which they can contribute to and draw on for support. It is also aimed to allow 
them to practice capabilities such as perseverance and creative thinking, promote 
wellbeing as well as life-long learning. We believe that: 
 
 Homework needs to be flexible and allow for children’s varied needs and life styles 
 Purposeful and appropriate homework can help develop organisational and time-

management skills, self-discipline, skills in using out-of-school resources and personal 
responsibility for learning. 

 Homework is another opportunity for parents to participate in their child’s education.  
Parents, in partnership with the school, can encourage their children to establish good 
homework patterns from early primary school. 

 Parents will be advised of homework expectations at the beginning of the school year 
and be provided with a copy of the school’s homework policy. 

 Year 3-6 students follow a homework matrix and use diaries as a means of 
communicating homework choices.  Diaries provide an avenue for regular 
communication between parents and the school. 

 Students who need support with home learning can be negotiated between them, their 
parents and the classroom teacher to collaboratively seek ways of assisting the student 
in developing positive home learning and developmentally appropriate study habits 
which are compatible with family life. 

 



Successful Practice: 
In the early years (Prep to 2) Homework will: 
 consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or older siblings. 
This will generally not exceed 15 minutes a day and not be set on weekends or during 
holidays. 
 
For Grades 3 & 4.   
Homework will: 
 enable the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering extra information or 

materials; 
 mainly consist of daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or older siblings. 
 
This will generally not exceed 25 minutes a day and not be set on weekends or during 
holidays. 
 
In Grades 5 to 6, homework: 
 should be coordinated between specialist teachers and teachers to avoid unreasonable 

workloads for students; 
 consist of daily reading. 
 may include extension of class work, projects and assignments and research. 
 
This will generally range from 2-2 ½ hours each week in Year 5 and 6. Care should be taken 
to ensure that undue pressure is not placed on students and that a balance is maintained 
between the demands of study and recreational pastimes. 
 
 
Types of Homework: 
Homework should: 
 be appropriate to the student’s skill level and age; 
 be purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum or to supporting wellbeing and 

the development of inter-personal skills. 
 be assessed by teachers with feedback and support provided as soon as possible. 
 

Types of homework that meet these requirements include:- 
Practice exercises – providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or 
to review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills, such as: 
 completing consolidation exercises for Mathematics and English – memorisation of 

fundamental skills such as tables and spelling; 
 practising words or phrases learnt in Indonesian; 
 reading for pleasure; 
 written and other creative tasks; 
Preparatory homework – providing opportunities for students to gain background 
information so they are better prepared for future lessons such as:- 
 researching topics for class work; 
 collecting newspaper articles; 
 revising information about a current topic. 



Extension matrix – designed to enable children to make choices, explore and develop 
different learning styles, and to encourage active learning and family interaction. Students 
are encouraged to make choices about their learning, tailor it to their needs and pursue 
knowledge individually and imaginatively such as:- 
 creative writing 
 making or designing an art work; 
 finding material on the Internet or in the Library. 
 following a recipe to cook  
As well as practicing life skills and healthy lifestyle activities such as: 

 engaging with family and friends 
 problem solving. 
 inventing and creating 
 pursuing physical activities 
 persisting with challenges 

 

Expectations: 
Parents and caregivers can help their children by: 
 encouraging them to take increasing responsibility for their learning and organization; 
 observing and acknowledging their success and asking how their home and class work is 

progressing; 
 attending school events, displays or productions in which their children are involved; 
 encouraging them to set aside a regular time to read and attend to their homework; 
 setting an example by reading themselves; 
 contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any problems their children are having with 

homework via diary, letter or phone call; 
 helping them to complete homework by discussing key questions or directing them to 

resources. Usually it is better to support children to complete homework themselves; 
 helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework, watching 

television, playing computer games and engaging in other leisure or recreational 
activities; 

 discussing homework in their first language, where English is not the main language 
spoken at home and linking it to their previous experiences. 
 

Teachers can help their students by: 
 setting regular homework to help students establish a home learning routine; 
 setting tasks related to class work that are appropriate to the students’ learning needs; 
 co-ordinating with specialist teachers and teachers of the same grade level to provide 

similar homework expectations and avoid unreasonable workloads for students. 
 giving students enough time to complete homework, taking into account home 

obligations and extracurricular activities; 
 assessing homework and providing timely and practical feedback and support; 
 helping students develop the organisational and time-management skills needed for 

them to be responsible for their own learning; 
 ensuring that parents and caregivers are aware of the school’s homework policy, and 
 developing strategies to support parents to become active partners in homework. 
 
 
 



Homework Cycle and Methods of Delivery: 
 Home work will be set on a fortnightly basis which will be clearly communicated with 

students and parents. 
 It will be in the form of a matrix and appropriate to each student’s skill level and age. 
 It will be interesting, challenging and open ended where appropriate. 
 Year3-6 students may use a homework book or curriculum book depending on the 

tasks and their fortnightly matrix will be pasted in this or their school diary. 
 Year P-2 students will use a reading diary in which parents can comment. 

 

We continue to work to support best outcomes for your children. We constantly evaluate 
and monitor what is working and what needs to be altered according to our student’s 
needs. 
Thank you, 
Bronwyn Phillips (Principal) 
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