
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Issue 11 

Thursday, December 18th, 2018  

TERM DATES 

December 
Tuesday 18th 

Final Day of School 
12:30 Assembly 
1:30pm Family Picnic Lunch 
Buses running normal time  

 
January 
Wednesday 30th 
Thursday 31st 

Literacy Testing - 
Booking Required 

Wednesday 
19th 
Thursday 20th 

Numeracy Testing - 
Booking Required 

 

February 1st Students resume full-time 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

 

 
Our School Vision 
 

We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith and united 

in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; actively 

living, learning, caring and growing together.  

 
In the tradition of St. Mary’s, we congratulate the following Year 6 students who were  

the recipients of our annual scholarships and awards: 
 

Katherine Gildea Award:  Bella Trethowan 

George McManus Award:  Ella McQualter 

Sacred Heart Scholarship:  Claire Freeman 

Mercy Award:  Dallas Keogh-Frankling 



 

  

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St. Mary’s,  
 

It has been my great privilege to be the Principal of St. Marys for another year. 
It is a joy to observe the children develop and grow and to be part of this  
significant stage of their lives. Thank you Fr. Wahid for your caring leadership & 
support of St. Marys. Your devotion, energy, enthusiasm and concern for  
humankind is inspirational. 
 

In partnership with you all, our parents, families, parishioners and broader community we contribute 
to a life-foundation for students that is centred in Jesus Christ and grounded in truth, beauty and 
love. At the very heart of our school is a desire for each student to excel, across spiritual, physical, 
cognitive, emotional and social domains. 
 

Our staff are highly committed to their profession and bring a wealth of knowledge to their vocation 
of guiding students towards a fulfilling and productive seven years of primary education. They make 
such a positive difference to the learning and lives of their pupils through their care, passion and  
dedication to do the best that they can for the children. 
 

All of our staff have an important role in contributing to the efficiency of our school. This year we  
collaborated to clarify our vision and learning dispositions. Our focus as a staff was on building our 
collective efficacy so that we work effectively together planning and collaborating to offer purpose-
ful, sequential and engaging learning experiences to support all of our children’s learning needs. And 
so, we thank and commend you, our teachers, LSO’s and Karen in the office as well as Harry, Marian, 
Craig, Simon & all who work with our children, for all that you do and for continuing to work on  
doing what you do well even better.  
 

We promote a culture of working together and across all ages. We are all familiar with the saying, ‘It 
takes a community to raise a child’ and here at St. Mary’s we are blessed to be part of a very diverse, 
connected and supportive community. Indeed, our collective efficacy is maximised as we work in 
partnership with you all. We aim for all of our students to have a strong sense of community and 
learn from people of all ages. In communion with each other we enact our Vision, ‘To be an empow-
ered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibil-
ity for all of creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and growing together.’ 
 

‘On behalf of the staff I sincerely thank you for trusting us with your precious children and for all that 
you do to support our school, our students and our work. 

As we come to the end of yet another year we give thanks for all we have experienced and learned 
together. We especially congratulate and commend our young people for having the courage to  
extend themselves and persist through the challenges they faced during 2018. For wondering,  
believing, persevering and creating, respectfully, responsibly and resiliently.  It has been a pleasure 
working with you all and we celebrate all that you have achieved. Over the summer may you take 
time out to relax and rejuvenate. To make time to be and enjoy spending time with those you love.   

 



 

  

Alton, D’elle, Claire, Danial, Dallas, Taylah, Ella, Marcus, Gracie and Bella; You are all caring, kind and 
already accomplished young people. We hope that you feel ready to embrace the opportunity for the 
further growth that secondary school brings. We thank you for your inclusive leadership this year and 
for all that you have contributed to our school community during your primary school years. 
 

May you take with you many happy memories. Take care on your journey through life. Stay connected 
to the warmth and goodwill of our community that is the spirit of St. Mary’s. Your education in faith, 
hope and love here provides a pathway to your inner knowing, the knowing of right and wrong, a 
good choice or a not so good choice, Listen to this. It will help you to know when to say no, when to 
work, rest and play, and as you mature you will learn to trust in this-what we can call God’s voice . . .    
allow this to be your guide. 
 

Congratulations on graduating from primary school. We wish you well. We pray that we will meet you 
here many times and again as young adults who come back to stand by your buddies once more! 
May 2019 bring a sense of hope for us all and the blessing of new beginnings!     Happy Christmas! 
 
Graduation Mass 
Thank you for your attendance at 
Monday evening’s Graduation Mass. 
Your presence contributed to making 
this celebration a memorable one. It 
was a heart warming coming  
together of our school community to 
commemorate and give thanks for all 
of the blessings that we have received this year. We also recognized our accomplishments and 
acknowledged the growth achieved over this year. The Year 6’s were delighted to see so many of their 
buddies again.  They are very grateful for the effort made by them to attend.  
 
Final Assembly & Family Picnic 
Our final assembly for this year was opened by the Prep-1 children enacting The Nativity. After  
enjoying a splendid performance by the ukulele and recorder groups, we sang some songs and  
farewelled Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. Teague and Ms. Briggs. Our Year 6 class did an official handing over of  
student leadership to our 2019 Year 6 class.  
Enjoying the company of each other over a picnic lunch was an enjoyable way to finish the year which 
was topped off with Santa arriving on the fire truck with a cool refreshment!  

 
Farewell Julie Farrell, Saima Teague and Stephanie Briggs 
Julie farrell has been associated with St. Mary’s since she began here as a student 
in 1965. Julie’s own children attended school here and we have had the good for-
tune of having Julie on staff for the past eight years. Julie has been a kind, dedicat-
ed and hard working member of our team and we sincerely thank her for the differ-
ence she has made in the lives of our children. We wish Julie every blessing as she 
looks to further her work in special needs education.  
 
Saima joined us last year and very quickly developed a positive rapport with our 
students and parents. Sim has been a flexible and devoted Learning Support 
Officer and she has also done some teaching in the junior classes.  
Sim is passionate about children’s learning and is pursuing a career in teaching  
next year.  
 
 
 



 

  

We thank Stephanie Briggs for her kindness and creative flair. The children very quickly 
warmed towards Stephanie last year and looked forward to her working with them on 
Fridays. Her happy smile and gentle manner was appreciated by us all.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mary’s Spread the Spirit of Christmas. 
Our Ukulele and Recorder groups are sharing the 
spirit of Christmas throughout Castlemaine this 
morning by singing and playing some of their  
favourite Christmas carols with the locals. 

Thank you P&F 
Our sincere thanks to Kari, Stacey, Clare, Amy, Carolynn, Betty who have 
met each month over this year to plan and organise fundraising and social 
activities. Our school community has gained many benefits from their 
work. We are all part of the  P&F here at St. Mary’s and we welcome all of 
you to join the meetings and help out as you can. Stacey Kelley will be  
stepping down as President next year and Kari Aldridge will continue on as 
a sole President unless there are others who would like to assist her in the 

role. More information will follow in 2019! 
 
Ladies Night Out 
These evenings are proving to be very relaxing and enjoyable, providing an opportunity to network 
and socialise.  

 
Year Six Tops 2019 
Our 2019 class has designed their top and voted for a polo shirt and a rugby top. If you 
wish to order these custom designed tops you must place your order at Hip Pocket in 
Johnstone St before January 16th 2019. 

Thank you for all you have done for our children Julie, Saima and 

Stephanie.  Whilst we will miss you, we are pleased that you will 

have the time that you need to pursue further career interests. 

Know that you are always welcome at St. Mary’s and we look  

forward to seeing you again next year when we need relief staff! 



 

  

First Day Back in 2019 
We look forward to catching up with 
your child/ren during their Literacy  
Assessment on Wednesday or  
Thursday January 30th & 31st. They will 
begin classes for 2019 on Friday 1st  
February. Please refer to our online 
calendar for all the significant dates 
during 2019 that we know about at this stage. 
 
Chosen by Ella McQualter 
Thank you to all of you who are looking after our garden over the summer holidays:} 

 
 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a 
happy new year! 

Kind regards,                                      
Bronwyn Phillips (Principal)              

 

 

 
 
 
 Merry Christmas 

and a safe and 
happy holiday 

season 



 

  

Community News . . .  

LITERACY TESTING 
WEDNESDAY, 30TH & THURSDAY, 31ST JANUARY, 2019 

Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use 

code:  xz3zm to login and make an appointment time 

with your child’s 2019 teacher. 

mailto:www.schoolinterviews.com.au


 

   

Yr. 6 Day Out . . . 



 

  

Assembly & Family Picnic . . . 



 

  

Parish News . . . 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

Come and join us as we celebrate 
Christmas together 

 
 
When: Christmas Day 
 Wednesday, 25th December 

 
Where: St. Mary’s Hall 
 Cnr. Hargraves & Lyttleton Streets 

 
Time: 12:00 - 2:00pm 

 
R.S.V.P. 5470 6091 - please leave a message 
 or email castlemaine@cam.org.au 
 

 

This is a non-alcohol free event and is being 

organised by St. Mary’s Parish and 

St. Vincent de Paul, 

together with several local entities for all in 

the community. 

mailto:castlemaine@cam.org.au

