
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Issue 4 

Thursday February 28th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

February 
Wednesday, 
March 6th 

Preps - No school on  
Wednesdays  
- start full-time 12th March 

 
Sunday, 24th 
10:30am 

First Reconciliation 
Commitment Mass 

Thursday, 28th Assembly - 2:50pm  Monday, 25th School Photos  

March 
Sunday, 3rd 

School Family Mass - 10:30am 
Gr. 2/3 Hosting 

 

Monday, 25th 
Life Education Van - 
Parent Information Session 
9:30-10:30am 

Wednesday, 6th Ash Wednesday Mass 
 

Tuesday, 26th Life Education Van  

Thursday, 7th 
Year 5’s visit to  
Sacred Heart College, 
Kyneton 

 

Friday, 29th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE - 
STAFF P.D. 

Monday, 11th 
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 
Preps start full-time from  
Tuesday, 12th 

 April 
Monday, 1st 
Tuesday, 2nd 
Wednesday, 3rd 

Gr’s. 4-6 School Camp 

Sunday, 17th Youth Mass    

Monday, 18th 
Parent/Child Information 
Evening - Denise Arnel 

 

Friday, 5th 
Last day of Term 1 
2:30 finish - Buses will run 
to this early finish 

Thursday, 21st 
Ride to School Day 
 
P & F Meeting - 9:15am 

 

Thursday, 25th 
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
ANZAC March - Town Hall 
8:45am 

Friday, 22nd 
Social Friday Night - 
please see details further in 

 May 
Tuesday, 7th 
7:00pm 

Sacrament of 
First Reconciliation 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community,  
centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of       
creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and  
growing together.  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Respectful Award:  Dylan Pozar 

Responsible Award:  Niamh Keane 

Resilient Award:  Ryan Mulholland & Heidi Neugebauer 

Principal Award:  Xavier Tolevski & Francesca Parnis 

Wonder Award:  Cullen Foreman, Madeleine Lane & Miles Cheesman 

Believe Award:  Lachlan Drohan 

Persevere Award:  Thomas Edwards 

Create Award:  Henry Vandenberg & Ailish Kennedy 

Play is a Child’s Work 

Open my eyes and heart, Lord, 

to see the whimsy, to take part in the play, 

To enjoy my life 

and to laugh often. 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 
 

As you would be aware, this week saw the public announcement that George Pell had been found 
guilty at the end of last year of two counts of child abuse.  The incidents occurred in 1996 when he 
was Archbishop of Melbourne and, at that time, had a significant amount to do with schools in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne.  George Pell and his legal teams are undertaking processes to appeal   
these verdicts.  The news accounts of the trial and the crimes for which George Pell has been  
convicted are abhorrent and will cause significant distress to many people. 
These are very difficult and unsettling times where so much pain is being felt by thousands of people. 
Sadly, this suffering and pain has been happening over many many years. Thankfully the time has   
finally come for transparency however, the pursuit of justice will be a long and traumatic process for 
so many.   
We pray for all who have suffered as a result of abuse in our Church. We are deeply sorry for the pain 
and suffering that you, your families and loved ones have endured. For childhood innocence lost.  A 
time that should have been one of great wonder, happiness and joy, was stolen in the most horren-
dous way by the very people who were meant to protect and care for you. Our hearts bleed for you 
all.  
We take a moment to remember you and to send you healing and love. This abuse is not of Jesus.  
It is evil and of human failing and should never have happened. We pray for openness, honesty, for 
justice and for healing.  
We are all searching for a more ethical, harmonious and loving way of moving forward and our doors 
are always open to you all. I have written an article that will be published in next Tuesday's Midland 
Express which acknowledges the suffering of so many and which I hope will give our community re-
newed faith in our vision for a new and compassionate future.   



 

  

A Word from our Captains 
It is always refreshing to meet with our young people who approach 
their roles with commitment and enthusiasm. Our three captains 
have met with me several times to talk through their ideas and plan 
their approach to leading their initiatives. You will be hearing more 
from them next week! 
 
 
 

 

Children Enjoying our Kitchen Garden Program 
Another fine feast was enjoyed by our Years 2-6 students who 
cooked up a storm using our garden produce. Thank you for 
the delicious lunch children. Thanks also to Mr. O’Sullivan and 
Mrs. Burchett for your planning and assisting. We also thank 
you, our families for your generous donations towards our 
kitchen garden program. This week our classes have been  baking Zucchini Slice!  
The Gr. 4-5 class did a super job producing a delectable lunch today:} 
 

We have our very own  
Costa O’Sullivan! 

 

 

 

Creative Fun in the Arts Hub 
‘In Visual Arts and Indonesian students have been researching Indonesian native animals,  
temples, transport, volcanoes, statues and housing, then sketching and creating clay models of them. 
Students have been learning and putting into practise clay modelling and sculpting skills. Their finished 
clay pieces will be incorporated into an exciting  P-6 collaborative Indonesian Diorama in the Arts Hub 
for all to see.’ (Mrs. Byrne)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEFITS OF CLAY PLAY: 

 Developmental growth: 

 Manipulating (squishing, squeezing, pulling, pushing, etc)  a piece of clay 

helps develops the child’s large and small muscles – improving dexterity. 

Parent helpers are needed 
for next Thursday, the 7th 
at 1.45 - 3.15 to help with 
the 5/6 cooking lesson. 

Please email Mark  
O'Sullivan if you can  

assist. Thank you.  



 

  

 

 Fosters eye-hand coordination. 

 Builds a child's ability to focus/builds attention span. 

 Mathematical Understandings: 

 Fosters beginning pattern making. 

 Builds an experiential understanding of 3-dimensional shapes. 

 Tactical experience of size and weight differences 

 Literacy growth: 

 builds vocabulary – pound, pinch, roll, flatten, poke, tear squeeze, coil, stretch, squash, twist, 
and bend 

 Creative story telling with clay pieces 
 
 
Parent-Student-Teacher Meetings  
We hope that you gained further insight into 
your child’s learning and progress from these 
discussions. Know that you can make an  
appointment via the office any time  
throughout the year should you feel the  
need to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
 
 
 

Parent’s & Friend’s Association 
Our first meeting for the year was well attended and we had very productive discussions.  
Thank you to the following people who are taking on and /or continuing positions this year: 
 

President : Kari Aldridge & Carolynne Spencer 
Secretary : Clare Grainger 
Treasurer : Joanne Lawrence 
 

Please read through the P&F updates later in this newsletter to mark in your calendar the activities 
planned. We are looking forward to another great year! 
 
Family Mass this Sunday 10.30am  
We invite you all to this Sunday’s family Mass at 10.30 am which will be followed by morning tea in the 
Buckley Room. 
 

 
School Choir 
Craig has been teaching our choir a new song which is  
progressing well. The school is covering the cost of choir  
lessons for this term. From Term 2 participants will need to pay 
$3.00 for a half hour lesson.  
It is lovely to hear the children’s voices and to see them enjoying 
these sessions so much. It is another avenue of opportunity for 
those who love to sing and want to develop their choral skills. 
 



 

  

Year 6 Tops 
Our Year 6 students are looking very smart in their new tops!  
Thank you to Hip Pocket for doing such a good job with these. 
 
Castlemaine Festival 
There are many workshops and performances on offer during this  
year’s upcoming Castlemaine Festival (Monday March 25th – Friday 
March 29th). You can access the program via   
https://castlemainefestival.com.au/2019-festival-program/ 
The afternoon (4pm) and evening performance (7.30pm) Abdi Karya is 
for children. Our year 4-6 classes will be seeing the Urrwai performance during school hours. 

 
Hello from your School Crossing Supervisor 
The hours for the School Crossing are – 
8.20am to 9.10am AND 3.15pm to 4.00pm 
 

We encourage everyone to use the School Crossing when it is manned. 
  
 
 

 Remember to cross between the white lines AFTER the Supervisor blows the whistle 2 times 
 Walk across the road – DO NOT run or ride a bike/scooter 
 Motorists must obey the 40km speed law and park legally 

  
Enhancing Catholic School Identity Survey (ECSI) 
We sent home letters last week to invite you to participate in the ECSI survey which will assist us in bet-
ter understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice here at St. Mary’s, Cas-
tlemaine. 
The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria 
Ltd (CECV) to design a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of under-
standing our current Catholic identity and where the school community might like to see itself in the 
future. 
The ECSI survey is a key element in this process and your participation would be very useful.  The 
online survey gathers responses from students in Years 5 and 6, all staff, and a representative  
sample of parents. 

 
School Closure dates: 
We are dedicated to continuing our professional growth and by law we need to engage in ongoing 
professional learning. The following dates will allow time for some of this. 
 

Please add to your calendars: 
Friday March 29th Whole Staff Inquiry Learning PD 
Friday June 7th Whole Staff First Aid Training  
Monday November 4th Whole Staff report writing  
 
St. Mary’s 2018 Class 
It was great to see our past students happy, 
well and settled into secondary school life 
last evening at the Year 7 commitment 
Mass.  
 
 

https://castlemainefestival.com.au/2019-festival-program/
https://castlemainefestival.com.au/2019-festival-program/


 

  

Huff and Puff 
We will resume our Huff and Puff program next Tuesday March 5th at 8.50 am. 
This year we will run these exercise sessions on Tuesday and Thursday  
mornings. Our lacrosse sessions started today. Our children will receive four 
lessons with Alana from Gecko Sports.  
 
kind regards, 

Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 

 

CSEF 2019 APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 

families to cover the costs of  school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 

 
If  you hold a valid means-tested concession card  

(eg Health Care Card) or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible for CSEF.  A special consideration 

category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
The annual allowance is $125 for primary school students, 
and is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating  

to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the 
benefit of  your child. 

 
If  you applied for CSEF at St. Mary’s School in 2018,  

you do not need to complete an application form in 2019 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

 
You only need to complete an application form if: 

 new student enrolments - your child has started or 
 changed schools in 2019 or you did not apply in 2018 

 changed family circumstances, such as a change or 
 custody, change of  name, concession card number, 
 or new siblings commending at the school in 2019. 
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P & F News . . . 

CALENDAR: 

 

Thursday 21st March – P & F Meeting, 9.15am staffroom 

Friday 22nd March  –  Social Friday – Goldfields Track Cafe,  

  Harcourt, 7pm 

Friday 5th April  –  Easter raffle, bonnet parade &  

  Fish n chip lunch  

Friday 14th June  –  Dads Night, Essendon vs Hawthorn, Buckley Room  

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports & Food truck night, TBA 

Sunday 27th October  –  St Mary’s SpringFest & Long Lunch 

AGM 

President/s:  Kari Aldridge & 

Carolynne Spencer 

Secretary:  Clare Grainger 

Treasurer:  Jo Lawrence 
 

Welcome to new member and  
Treasurer Jo Lawrence and also a 

big thank you to our outgoing  
President Stacey Kelly and  

Treasurer Amy McQualter. Thank 
for all your time in assisting  

in the P&F! 

St Mary’s 
Social Fridays 

 

Friday 22nd March 
7pm, 

Goldfields Track Café, 
Harcourt.  

 

RSVP by 20th March to 
Jo Lawrence 

(Sam & Bianca’s mum) 

 

Easter Egg  

Donations  

needed for our annual 

Easter Egg  

Raffle! 
 

Egg donations & Easter gifts 

for hampers can be left in a 

basket in foyer! Thank you! 

 

Last Day of Term Easter Celebrations! 

Friday 5th April 

 

Fish n Chip lunch 

$2 per child (give to teacher on day) 

 

Assembly including drawing the Easter Raffle,  
Bonnet Parade & a visit by the Easter Bunny! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul Coin Drive! 

 

A collection tin will be located in the  

foyer all year! 

 

 

St Vincents Fashion Parade 

& Mothers Day Lunch 

 

Date to be  

advised 

 

Dads Night! 

Friday 14th June 7pm 
 

Essendon vs Hawthorn 
 

A night just for the 

dads to enjoy a 

catch up with nibbles 

and drinks in the 

Buckley Room! 

Save the Date! 
 

St Mary’s SpringFest & 

Long Lunch 
 

Sunday October 27th 

12.30pm 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Footy Tipping 

 see next page! 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

FLEXIBUZZ APP DOWNLOAD 

Log on to:  http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/au/school-app/ 

and download it onto your mobile telephone. 

You will be asked to join a group, where we will accept it our end.   

It is our major communication link. 

Please see information on the following page. 

St Mary’s Footy  

Tipping 

This year the P&F will be running a Footy Tipping Competition. Jo Lawrence our 

Treasurer has kindly set up online tipping.  This is a fundraiser event for our school.   

The joining fee is $20 per person or family. This competition will be a whole  

season prediction completed prior to Round 1.   

 

Extended family and friends are also welcome to join! The more members the 

more money for prizes!  

 

If you wish to join please fill out the form below and return to the office with your  

money by week beginning Monday 18th March, upon receipt of this we will  

email you the link to join the online competition. 
 

 

 

St Mary’s Footy Tipping Competition 2019 
 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Total: $______________ 



 

  

 

TO UPDATE FLEXIBUZZ - All parents 
 
To ensure you stay up-to-date with what’s happening at the school, please ensure you are 
subscribed to our school through FlexiBuzz and are connected to the correct boxes for 
2019. 
 
For our new parents: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For our existing parents:  
 
To update your box subscriptions, enter our FlexiBuzz site and select the menu icon in the 
top right.   
 
From here you can remove and add your box subscription preferences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information or assistance please visit the FlexiBuzz website www.flexibuzz.com.au or email  

support@flexibuzz.com. 

http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/
mailto:support@flexibuzz.com


 

  

Community News . . 

GO YOGA! 
Explore. Enjoy. Engage. 
Collective classes with Awareness Through 
Movement. 
Castlemaine Artist Market. 
Let’s flow to grow. 
Let’s get up and EXPLORE movement. 
Let’s get together and PLAY. 
 

Introducing Yoga at the Castlemaine Artist Market with Julieta Mateo - suited for everyone dynamic 
and ORGANIC, for beginners and intermediate. 
3rd March - Castlemaine Artist Market - 9:30-10:10am - Please bring your yoga mat 
$10 per person 
Julieta is a qualified Yoga teacher with more than 18 years of experience in teaching Yoga around 
the world. She has a background in Improv Theatre and different styles of Physical Theatre. Based in 
Barcelona in 2005 she created her 1st company called Improduccion and began performing around 
Spain and England. In 2009 she opened up her own Yoga studio in Barcelona, where theatre sports, 
physical theatre and Hatha yoga are still practised. She has trained in Iyengar Style, Classical Yoga, 
Kundalini and Vinyasa Yoga. Now based in Australia studying the Feldenkrais Method and leading 
workshops that combine Yoga with Awareness through Movement. 
 



 

  



 

  



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- CASTLEMAINE LIBRARY - 

 

Castlemaine Library is hosting children’s educator 
Julie Davey who will be facilitating two events for 
parents and primary-aged children in February -  

both of these sessions are free. 
 
 
R for Richlife 
It’s never too soon to consider what makes a rich life, how to manage money and 
how to manage without it. Author Julie Davey explores the money mindset and 
shares ways of looking after it so that it can look after you, with a little bit of the  
attitude of gratitude thrown in! 
Best suited to children 8-12 years, and parents. 
Book sales and signings. 
BOOKINGS REQUIRED. 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-r-for-richlife-a-presentation-for-kids-on-
how-to-manage-money-castlemaine-tickets-52889369528 

 A for Attitude 
A special presentation for parents of young children from author/ illustrator Julie 
Davey. Julie shares tools for the development of positive attitudes tackling every-
thing from anger, fear and jealousy, to gossip, health and creativity. Simple, direct 
and refreshingly successful in fostering resilience.  
Book sales and signings. 
BOOKINGS REQUIRED. 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-a-for-attitude-proven-tools-for-raising-

resilient-children-castlemaine-tickets-52889077655 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-r-for-richlife-a-presentation-for-kids-on-how-to-manage-money-castlemaine-tickets-52889369528
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-r-for-richlife-a-presentation-for-kids-on-how-to-manage-money-castlemaine-tickets-52889369528
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-a-for-attitude-proven-tools-for-raising-resilient-children-castlemaine-tickets-52889077655
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/julie-davey-a-for-attitude-proven-tools-for-raising-resilient-children-castlemaine-tickets-52889077655


 

  



 

  



 

  


