
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Issue 6 

Thursday August 29th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

August 
Friday, 30th 

Father’s Day Breakfast 
7:30am - 9:00am 

 

Friday, 20th 
End of Term 3 -  
2:30pm Finish 

September 
Tuesday, 3rd 

Open Day - 
9:00-11:00am 

 October 
Monday, 7th  

Term 4 commences 

Thursday, 5th 
Assembly - 2:40pm 
School Library 

 

Sunday, 13th 

Confirmation Commitment 
Mass 
 
Lucas Davis & Sebastian 
Salvatore - First Communion 

Wednesday, 18th 

Mt. Alexander Chess 
Challenge 9:00am-2:30pm 
 
Twilight Sports - 2:00pm 

 

Tuesday, 22nd Confirmation - 7:00pm 

Thursday, 19th Soup & Roll Lunch 

 
 Friday, 25th 

St. Mary’s Twilight Dinner 
& Photo Exhibition 
5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in 
faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for 
excellence; actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  

We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
as the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and 
acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. 



 

  

 
hn beings. You, the people must give  

Welcome to Lewin Blanch and his family! 
We are pleased to welcome Lewin who has joined our Year 4 class into our school.  
We hope that Lewin and his family enjoy their time at St. Mary’s.  
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  
 

At St. Mary’s we promote a growth mindset and open our minds to consider different schools of 
thought and ways of learning. We are constantly reviewing what we do and looking to do all that we 
can to actively engage our students in their learning. I came across John Marsden’s thoughts on   
raising children which I share for your consideration. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Staff Professional Development 
On Monday August 26th our teaching staff attended a  

professional development day in Bendigo to learn more  

about the Walker Learning approach with the view of  

enhancing what we already offer to our children here at  

St. Mary’s. As part of this day we observed the  

learning in St. Laborious School in Eaglehawk.  

We gained further insight into the Walker Learning  

Approach and saw how other learning spaces were  

set up as well as how other teachers are working.  

We came away with further inspiration and food for thought. 
We will keep you informed on our progress with this. 

 
Castlemaine Secondary College Production 
Our Year 5-6 students attended the CSC dress rehearsal of, “The Wedding 
Singer” where their students entertained us by presenting the first half  
of their show. This formed part of their transition program. Staff from the 
college also spoke about the drama program that they offer to students. 
We thank CSC for inviting us. 
 
Art Club 
Georgia and Alex taught us how to weave yesterday when we enjoyed 
our time with the art club in the sunshine. Thankyou girls.    
                       
Twilight Sports Training with our New Hurdles 
Thanks to your generous support of our circus day we raised enough 
money to purchase child  friendly hurdles which the children have been 
enjoying during PE training. We are looking forward to our Twilight sports 
coming up on September 18th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father’s Day, Family & Carers Breakfast Tomorrow 
We warmly invite you all to take part in our Father’s, Family & Carers breakfast tomorrow on August 

30th from 7.30 am until 9.00am. We acknowledge all those who play a role in raising our children. We 

also acknowledge that Father’s Day can be a difficult day for 

some, bringing up complex feelings and emotions. 

We are thinking of you too and pray for you:  
Fathers who have lost children 
Those who have lost Fathers 
Those who have strained relationships 
Those who are unable to be Fathers and those yearning 

to be Fathers. 
 



 

  

We celebrate all of the love and care that devoted parents, grandparents and carers give to their  
precious children.  We look forward to seeing all of you who can attend at our breakfast. 

 
St. Mary’s Book Fair 
We hope that you have enjoyed perusing 
the array of books that we have on offer 
in the library. You may come in and look 
over what we have at 8.50 am or at 2.50 
pm. Eftpos is available if you wish to  
purchase any books. Thank you for  
supporting this fundraiser. 
 

Altar Server Training 3.30-4.30 in Church  
It is great that we have so many children interested in taking up this opportunity. Victor Steiner & Trish 
Bowles will facilitate our next training session on this Monday September 2nd in St. Mary’s Church.  
You may attend the session or pick your child up from the church at 4.30 sharp. 
 
Speech Pathologist Hayley Millard  
Our children now have the opportunity to see a speech pathologist  
here at St. Mary’s on a Wednesday or a Thursday. I have met with  
Hayley Millard who has been working in this area for over 7 years. Most 
of her experience has been with primary age children. Your child may 
attend 5 visits which can be subsidised by Medicare. The Medicare  
rebate under the Chronic Disease Management (CDM) Program is 
$53.80 per session. Families need to see their GP to determine eligibility 
for a CDM plan. Hayley can provide families with more information 
about the CDM program, as required. 
You may contact Hayley directly on 0490460429 if you would like to  
discuss with her what she can offer your child. 
 
Outdoor Classroom Plans  
We are in the process of creating an outdoor learning/play area under 
the library. We have ordered a whiteboard and a blackboard to be  
erected for the children to use. We will also use some of our older tables 
and chairs. If you have anything you would like to donate to this space 
let us know. The purpose is to develop an area outdoors where the  
children can draw, create and play. 

 
Map of Australia 
It would be great to add more detail to the map of Australia which is painted 
on the wall under the library. If any of you are keen, we would like to add 
states, cities names, perhaps some wildflowers, etc. Let us know if this is 
something that you would like to help us with. Thank you. 
 
 

Student Absences  
We are required by law to follow up on any unexplained student  
absences. If your child is going to be absent from school can you please 
submit a student absence via CareMonkey or notify the school directly. 
We will make phone calls to parents if we have not received notification 
by you about any students who are away. 
 



 

  

School Fees 
We thank you for your efforts in keeping the payment of school fees up to date. We rely on the  
collection of our fees to provide educational programs for our children. If you are experiencing  
financial difficulty, please make an appointment to discuss options with me. 
 
Second hand Uniform – Calling for Donations 
If you have any of our current uniform items that you no longer need you 
may donate them to our second hand uniform cupboard. We can then 
pass these items on to those who need them. Thankyou. 
 

Open Day September 3rd – It’s Time to Enrol Now for 2020  
We are offering a second open day here at St. Mary’s on 
Tuesday September 3rd 9.00 am – 11.30 am. We welcome 
anyone interested in learning more about what we can 
offer to come along. 
We have had pleasing interest in our school and already 
have over 10 prep enrolments for 2020. If you are a  
current parent who is seeking enrolment for a sibling in 
2020 it would assist us if you pick up enrolment forms 
from our office and enrol as soon as you are ready. If you 
know anyone who would like to enrol for next year we are 
encouraging people to do so now. Places are filling and 
this will assist us with our planning for next year.  

 
Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips  

Principal. 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHOIR LESSONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Craig Trickey is able to offer choir lessons on Tuesday afternoons at 2.45pm until 3.15pm if we 

have enough children interested. We didn’t get enough children to conduct choir sessions this 

term however we can next term if we have 10 or more children who would like to take part. 

Craig is experienced and skilled in this area. The children who participated last term really   

enjoyed their sessions. There were others who wanted to do choir but didn’t want to miss out 

on play time. That is why we are offering the lessons at 2.45 for Term 4.  

If you would like your child/ren to take part in choir lessons, please fill out the permission slip 

below and return it as soon as possible to the office. 

You would need to commit to the eight weeks of sessions offered now in Term 4 and pay 

$21.00 in advance to contribute to the cost of running the program.  

We know that we have children who like to be part of a choir and that is why we are               

offering these sessions. 

Thank you for your prompt response. 

Kind regards, 

 

Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

I give permission for my child/children: ………………………………………………………   

to take part in the choir lessons facilitated by Craig Trickey on Tuesday                  

afternoons at 2.45 – 3.15 at a cost of $21.00 for 8 half hour sessions. 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

Calendar Dates  
 

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports, 2pm 

Thursday 19th September – P&F Meeting, staff room 9.15am 

Friday 20th September – Last day of term, Soup for lunch 

Friday 25th October - Launch Photo Exhibition launch, see flyer to be sent home 

Sunday 1st December  - Vision Portraits Fundraiser, St. Mary’s School 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next P&F Meeting Thursday 19th September, 9.15am, Staffroom.  

All welcome! 

 

Vision Portrait Fundraiser 

 
Sunday 1st December @  

St. Mary’s School 

 
Please see flyer and use link to 

book your place! Be quick places 

will fill up fast!  

 

A lovely family photo to give  

family and friends! 

Colgate Fundraiser 

Collection will continue all year around!  

Any brand accepted and please leave in a 

collection box located in the foyer of the 

school & Castlemaine Fitness Centre.     

 

 

 
 

Be sure to Vote DAILY until September 

30th https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/

contests/colgategardenvoting 

 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul Coin 

Drive! 
 

A collection tin will be located 

in the foyer all year! 

 

Last Day of Term 

Friday 20th September 

Soup & Roll for lunch 

provided by the P&F 
$2 per serve 

 

 

We are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s 
experiences preparing to leave the house. It could be getting 
ready for school, kinder or crèche, the park, supermarket or 
the family holiday. It may be funny or crazy or it might be 

just short of complete chaos. We want to capture it all! 
 
 

Launch - Friday 25th October 

St Mary’s Hall 6pm-9pm 

 

See flyer to be sent home soon for 
more information on  

submitting your photos! 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  



 

  



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  


