
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 2, Issue 4 

Thursday May 21st, 2020  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Wonder          •          Persevere          •          Believe          •          Create     

Respect           •          Responsibility          •          Resilience          

We acknowledge and respect the past and  present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  
Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it 
now and educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge 
their spiritual connection to Country. 

TERM DATES 

May 
Monday, 25th 

All Staff Resume Onsite 

 
 
Monday, 8th 

 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

Tuesday, 26th 

Prep, Gr. 1, Gr. 2 & Gr. 3 
Resume School Onsite 
Learning 
 

Collection Day - Gr’s 4, 5 & 6 
 

 

 
Tuesday, 9th 

Gr’s 4, 5 & 6 Resume 
School Onsite Learning 

June 
Thursday, 4th 

Staff Report Writing Day 

 

Monday, 22nd Reports sent home 

Friday, 5th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
- Mental Wellness for all 

 

Friday, 26th 

End of Term 
2:30pm finish time - 
Buses will run to earlier  
finish time 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For forty days after Jesus had suffered and died, he proved in many ways that he had been raised 
from death. He appeared to his apostles and spoke to them about God’s kingdom. 
While he was still with them, he said: “John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be  
baptised with the Holy Spirit.  
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you and give you power. Then you will tell everyone about me in 
the world.” After Jesus had said this and while they were watching, he was taken up into a cloud. 
They could not see him, but as he went up, they kept looking up into the sky. 
Suddenly, two men dressed in white clothes were standing there beside them. They said, “Why 
are you standing here and looking up into the sky? Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will 
come back in the same way that you have seen him go.” 

Acts 1:3-4, 8-11 
 
Sunday is Ascension Day, a day of great joy. While we do not see Jesus with our eyes, we know 
that he is still with us. Perhaps we do see Jesus whenever we look at another person with eyes of 
faith and love. Jesus is closer to us than we are to each other.  
Also, on Sunday the followers of the Islamic faith will mark the end of the month long fast of  
Ramadan. They begin to celebrate the holiday of Eid al Fir. It is important for us to continue to 
promote intercultural and interreligious dialogue as we can learn from and with each other in an 
ever changing world. 

 
 
 
 

Dear Families, 
 

Believe it or not, we are now beyond the halfway point of our term. Before we know it we’ll be on 
holidays again! 
I’d firstly like to acknowledge just how well the students represented St Mary’s online on the    
video conference with George Ivanoff. I had the opportunity to speak with him afterwards and he 
was ecstatic by how engaged and enthusiastic everyone was in an online environment. It’s an    
absolute credit to you! 
We’re about to embark upon another chapter of significant change together. Change is challeng-
ing, it’s uncertain and quite stressful. However, it can be an opportunity for great success and    
celebration. With careful planning and consideration, we will succeed together.  
 
 

 



 

  

Returning to Onsite Learning: 
We are all very excited about returning to onsite learning. This will hopefully provide a pathway for 
returning to ‘normal’ schooling. At this point, the decisions made in our return will be a starting 
point. As with a movement to remote learning, there may be required alterations such as changes to 
drop-off and pick-up times. However, until we see how this works the information conveyed in last 
week’s newsletter will be our starting point. 
 

In summary: 
 

 Staff return onsite from Monday 25th May – this is a closure day (no remote program) 
 

 Tuesday 26th May – all Prep to Gr 3 students return 
 

o P/1 Library Space 
o 2/3 Dhelkunya  

 

 Entry and exit point to premises is the gate beside Administration on Templeton Street 
 

 Onsite restrictions: only students and staff can be onsite. Parents and all other visitors must 
have a prearranged appointment. 

 

 Onsite supervision will continue for students in Gr4-6 whose parents/carers meet the           
essential  worker and vulnerability criteria where no other supervisory arrangements can be 
made. 

 

 Tuesday 9th June – all Gr 4 to 6 students resume. All students should be back onsite. 
 
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if 
you choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to onsite schooling, we 
can no longer support their learning from home. This does not apply to children who need to be       
absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us so we can make an            
appropriate plan. 
    
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek 
medical advice. 

Additional hygiene measures for return to onsite learning: 

There have been, and will continue to be, many aspects to consider in our staged return to school. A 
significant consideration is a review of our current cleaning practices.  

Throughout the school day there will be two additional deep cleans taking place. This would include 
cleaning of high touch surfaces such as: 

-  door handles and handrails 

-  benchtops and reception counter 

-  bathrooms (seats, taps and basins) 

-  student tables and backs of chairs 

Hand sanitiser will be available in all learning spaces with staff monitoring the washing of hands prior 
to eating times. 

 

 

 
 



 

  

At this stage, the playgrounds and sand pit will be out of bounds areas for the rest of this term as the 
requirements are for the playground surfaces to be thoroughly cleaned at the end of break times. 
Simply put, this is an unrealistic risk at this point and we do not have the staffing to maintain the clean-
ing routine. The drink taps will also be covered and students will need to bring their own drink bottle. 
 
Equipment will be made available for students to use at break times such as skipping ropes and balls. 
At the end of each break they will be thoroughly washed with detergent. 
 
School Uniform 
As we return to school, please check your child’s clothing to make sure that it is clearly named. There 
are also quite a number of items in lost property that need to find their owners that are not named. 
All students should be returning to school in their full winter uniform…with a jumper. 
 
Closure Days 
A friendly reminder that there are two upcoming closure days. 

-  Thursday 4th June:  Report Writing Day 
-  Friday 5th June:  School Community Wellness Day 

 
Building Works 
The building works are definitely in full swing now. The roof is currently being fitted, with the installa-
tion of plasterboard over the coming days. Some new furniture has been ordered for the P/1 class 
which is very exciting. We have also had a surveillance system installed for added security. At this 
stage, the renovations will be completed in the first week of the school holidays and we should be 
ready to recommence semester 2 in a completely new learning environment.  
 
Wishing you all a happy and safe weekend. I’m so excited about next week – I can’t wait to welcome 
back our Prep to Gr 3 students. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Shields. 
 
 



 

  

Community News . . . 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  


