Phone: 5472 2270

Fax: 54705042

Email: principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au
Facebook: St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You

Term 2, Issue 1

Newsletter

Thursday April 26th, 2019

April C.a'fherine M’cAuley College Mother’s Day. & Family
Tuesday, 30th visit - Gr. 5/6’s Monday, 13th Liturgy Morning Tea
2:00pm 8:50 - 10:00am
Tuesday, 14th
Wednesday, 15th
Thursday, 16th
May Cross Country - Friday, 17th
Gr. 3/4 - 10:00am - 12:00pm Monday, 20th NAPLAN Testing
Wednesday, 1st
Gr. 5/6 - 12:30pm - 1:30pm Tuesday, 21st
Wednesday, 22nd
Thursday, 23rd
Friday, 24th
Thursday, 2nd Assembly - 2:45pm Thursday, 16th Assembly - 2:45pm

Thrive Online Cyber Safety
Monday, 6th Incursion (Gr’s 3-6) Friday, 17th Walk Safely to School Day
9:15am - 1:00pm

Sacrament of
First Reconciliation Friday, 31st
7:00 - 8:00pm

Tuesday, 7th
7:00pm

Didjeribone Show
Secondary College P-6

Division Cross Country -
Wednesday, 8th Bendigo
9:30am - 2:30pm

June School Closure Day -
Friday, 7th Staff First Aid Training

Our School Vision

We are an empowered and sustainable learning community,

centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of
( creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and

\ growing together.




Change our lives, change our hearts to be
~ | messengers of Easter joy and hope.

Please keep the Vance family in your prayers. We send them love and strength
as they mourn the loss of Daniel’s young uncle. May he rest in peace.

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,

It has been a joy welcoming your children back into school life and to hear about their adventures
over the Easter break.

For Christians, Easter is a time for reflection and renewal, of contemplating the story of Christ's
sacrifice and resurrection, and his enduring promise of forgiveness. With the corruption that has
been exposed amongst some leaders in our church, indeed our faith in the church as it has been
operating has been challenged and rightly so. Part of the renewal process can call us to regroup
and actively promote a church of truth, transparency, faith, relevance, inclusion and hope for the
manifestation of catholic communities truly in alignment with Jesus message. We continue to offer
support to all those who have suffered.

Our world has also been shocked and deeply saddened by the Easter Sunday
attacks in Sri Lanka. We pray for all those who are suffering from the blood-
shed... all those who were tragically killed, for the injured and all those who are
suffering as a result of this tragic event. We pray for peace in our world.

Easter is a time when we can continue to be inspired by people who work
tirelessly to serve others and for the common good. We give thanks and pray for all who are doing
good in our world. May those in our church who are faithful to God’s truth find strength in knowing
that they are making a difference.

Archbishop Peter Comensoli spoke of how the Melbourne church had been "walking through loss
and grief".

He said the story of Jesus Christ's resurrection was a reminder of new possibilities.

"Our way ahead with Him does not mean a rejection of our past, but a transfiguration of it. Jesus is
our hope of a new path," Archbishop Comensoli said.

"As shattered and as wounded as our local Church can seem, the Risen Lord, in his gloriously
wounded body, is inviting us to share in his life and to walk with him."

"This Easter, all of us are being invited to taste something of this joy of the Resurrection, to look on
Jesus's resurrected wounds and see hope for ourselves and for the world.




Our annual Easter Raffle Thank you!
Your generous donations were greatly
appreciated by the many winners of
our raffle which followed our colourful
Easter Bonnet Parade. The excitement
of this was topped off by a visit from
the Easter Bunny! Thank you for
making the time to drop by Easter
Bunny:}

Immersion Dress Up
Day Friday April 5%
St. Mary's was
immersed in history
as part of their inquiry
learning! Our children
had the opportunity
to assume the role of a character from
their history studies for a day. Students in
year 4 — 6 applied for arole in Egyptian
society and dressed up as that Egyptian
person. Our children demonstrated their
understandings of this ancient civilization
through their enactment and interaction
of their characters over the day. We had
farmers, scribes and viziers to name a few! Our prep to year 3 dressed
as people from Australian history like a convict, bush-ranger,
indigenous leader or native animal. We even had a jelly fish! Costumes were made from items at home.
We had a terrific day and were impressed with the children's resourcefulness and creativity.

s+ Fish & Chip Lunch
Thank you to our P&F for organising our fish and chip lunch at the end
] of last term. Our children really enjoyed this!

| Cross Country

Our children have been training for cross-country as -

part of their physical education program. Their

inter-school cross country event is being held on b %
Wednesday May 1*. The Year 3-4 children will run at 10.00am and the Year 5-6
children will run at 11.30 am if all runs to schedule. Please make sure that you fill out #

the permission forms via Caremonkey. If you can assist on the day email Mark O’Sullivan.

We need some helpers to walk to and from the gardens with us as well as some people to assist at the
event. Classroom teachers, myself, Mrs. Burchett and Mr. Rob will accompany the children. Thank you
in anticipation of your help. You are welcome to drop by on the day to see the events.

Soft Plastic Recycling: A Message from our School Captains:

“Care for our Earth & Act Now!”

I met with our captains today who are co-ordinating the initiative of recycling soft
plastics. They would like to lead us in recycling soft plastics like chocolate and chip
wrappers, cling film & plastic bags. There is a box inside our front door with soft
plastics written on it.




We invite all of our community to participate by putting soft plastics into this box. We will then send it
off to Coles or Woolworths. It is encouraging that our young people are so motivated to look after
our planet. We will also be having a working bee (TBA) to finish the reflection garden and do a few
other jobs around the school.

| Thank you Mila
~, We thank Mila grant for the great work she did with our students as part of her work
experience at the end of last term. We wish her the very best in her studies.

') ..

Creating in the Arts Hub

It is always a colourful experience visiting the
arts hub! The children are busy painting at the
moment. They are delighted to have Mrs. Williams assisting

Mrs. Byrne with Art classes on Wednesdays until lunch time.
Mrs. Williams will work in the office all other days as well as

Wednesday afternoons.

WINTER UNIFORM

During Term 2 & 3, winter uniform is to be worn. (Please note that there is a transition period of two
weeks at the start of Term 2 and at the end of Term 3 that takes into consideration the changing of
the seasons.) All students should be dressed in the winter uniform from week 3 of this term.

Details of our winter uniform are on our school website and in our school handbook.

We are looking forward to another term of engaging learning here at St. Mary’s where we work in
partnership with you. Please contact us if you need to discuss anything regarding your child and their
needs. Communication is pivotal to working optimally for the benefit of your child.

Anzac Service

Yesterday many of our children and their families
| took part in the Castlemaine RSL ANZAC March
which was followed by a memorial service that
respectfully paid tribute to our service men and
women and their families. Thank you for bringing
your children along. They showed reverence and
respect throughout the service.

Congratulations children!

Easter Liturgy

Our senior students led us through the stations of the cross this morning before presenting our
Easter liturgy. Our children shared their interpretations and learnings from the Easter story. We will
relate these learnings and the concept of renewal to the opportunities a new term brings when
setting goals for the term.

“Let them warm their hands by
the fire of your passion”

kind regards, |

Bronwyn Phillips,
Principal.




P& F News...

DATES:
Find the P&F private group on Facebook - “Ladies of St Mary's P§"

Friday 34 May — Social Friday Dinner, Bruce's Kitchen

Thursday 9'h May- P&F Meeting 9.15am staffroom, all welcome
Friday 14t June — Dads Night, Essendon vs Hawthorn, Buckley Room
Saturday 17th Sunday 18" August — Mens Alive weekend @ Parish
Wednesday 18 September — Twilight Sports & Food fruck night, TBA
Sunday October 27t — St Mary's SpringFest & Long Lunch

Terracycle I

Colgate Community Challenge!

We have joined the Colgate
Challenge again this year! Start
collecting your waste including

toothbrushes, packaging &
containers of any brand. Our
school will gain points for each
load of waste and go in draw to
win garden prizes for our school!

See more information
on next page & remember to
VOTE DAILY!

St Vincent de Paul Coin Drive!

A collection tin will be located in the
foyer all year!

Dads Night! | ,
Friday 14 June 7pm j St orin; Long Lunch

Essendon vs Hawthorn

A night just for the dads to
enjoy a catch up with nibbles
and BYO drinks in the Buckley

Room!

Next P&F Meeting Thursday 9th May, 9am, Staffroom. All welcome!
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