
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 1, Issue 5 

Thursday March 7th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

March 
Monday, 11th 

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 
Preps start full-time from  
Tuesday, 12th 

 
Monday, 25th School Photos  

Wednesday, 13th Preps start Wednesdays 
 

Monday, 25th 
Life Education Van - 
Parent Information Session 
9:30-10:30am 

Thursday, 14th Assembly - 2:50pm 
 

Tuesday, 26th Life Education Van  

Sunday, 17th Youth Mass 

 

Friday, 29th 
SCHOOL CLOSURE - 
STAFF P.D. 

Monday, 18th 
Parent/Child Reconciliation 
Information Evening -  
Denise Arnel   -   All Welcome 

 April 
Monday, 1st 
Tuesday, 2nd 
Wednesday, 3rd 

Gr’s. 4-6 School Camp 

Thursday, 21st 
Ride to School Day 
 
P & F Meeting - 9:15am 

 

Friday, 5th 

Last day of Term 1 
2:30 finish - Buses will run 
to this early finish 
Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday, 22nd 
Social Friday Night - 
please see details further in 

 

Tuesday, 23rd Term 2 Resumes 

Sunday, 24th 
10:30am 

First Reconciliation 
Commitment Mass 

 

Thursday, 25th 
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
ANZAC March - Town Hall 
8:45am 

  

 May 
Tuesday, 7th 
7:00pm 

Sacrament of 
First Reconciliation 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community,  
centred in faith and united in our respect and responsibility for all of        
creation; we strive for excellence; actively living, learning, caring and  
growing together.  

 



 

  

Breath of God, Inspire us with your vision of peace,  
justice and reconciliation. May we find the courage 
and will to make it happen. 
Draw out of us the light and life you created.  
Help us to find our way back to you.  
Help us to use our lives to reflect what is good, right,  
relevant and true  
and to serve others  
as your son Jesus did. 

 

 

Please keep in your prayers the Lister family who have suffered the loss of their  

dear Nephew. May they feel the love and care of our community during this deeply  

upsetting time. 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 

This week is Catholic Education Week and I would like to thank you all, our families, educators, staff 
and local community for the tremendous work you all do to help make our schools and our towns 
places where children feel safe and supported, to be active in their learning and part of a culture 
where creating clarity and inclusion is celebrated as nurturing the soul. I also wish to acknowledge 
the torment and suffering endured by so many where these principles were desecrated. 
 

With the revelations of the Royal Commission which has disclosed the deeply disturbing betrayal and 
sickening abuse suffered by so many innocent children and families in our schools and institutions, I 
have been asked why I am working in a system where this has happened. Indeed, for those of us and 
our families who have been through catholic facilities and have been marred by the atrocities,  
understanding the suffering and fully supporting transparency is part of the quest for justice.  
 

As catholic communities we are deeply saddened as well as disturbed for all those children and their 
families who have suffered as a result of abuse in our Church. We are angered and appalled by the 
pain and trauma that has been enforced upon them. We remember them and walk beside them in 
their search for healing. This cruel and hideous abuse is not of Jesus, it is evil and of human failing 
and should never have happened. Such horrific betrayals of trust under the guise of people of God is 
intolerable. This is a time to speak up in support of those who have suffered and say, ‘We stand with 
you all in your pursuit for justice and in your journey towards healing.’  
 

St. Mary’s recently welcomed back some 200 past students and teachers of St. Mary’s & St. Gabriel’s 
between the 1940’s and 1970’s. Everyone who attended was invited to tie a ribbon to recognize past 
pain whilst also realising that this alone would never be enough to take victim’s pain away. We        
remember them, we hurt for them and we support them. Our vision is for a new, more compassion-
ate future. We are all searching for a more ethical, harmonious and loving way of moving forward 
and our doors are always open to you all. 
 

Across my thirty years of working in catholic education I have been constantly motivated by the 
needs of the children as well as the goodness and dedicated service of the vast majority of those I 
have been fortunate enough to work with. Teachers, principals, volunteers, consultants and families 
to name a few. I have also worked with many nuns and priests over the years who have selflessly 
worked with and served humanity all of their lives in schools, hospitals, missions, assistance centres,  



 

  

soup kitchens and the like. It’s the children and those devoted people working at the grass roots level 
who have inspired and driven me to remain in the catholic system and continue my vocation. Their 
work is supporting children on so many levels. These are the majority of people supporting the many 
great things that are happening in catholic schools and parishes. These people are decent people who 

are dedicated to making a positive difference in children’s lives.  
At the very heart of our school is a desire for each student to excel, 
across spiritual, physical, cognitive, emotional and social domains.  
It does take a community to raise a child and we are blessed to 
have so many groups here in Castlemaine which assist us to provide 
an excellent education to equip our children in the contemporary 
world. At St. Mary’s we offer a way of being which nurtures the soul 
and allows children to explore and develop their spirituality. The 
goal, as with all schools, is to nourish overall wellbeing.  
 

Thankfully, the times when children were seen and not heard have passed. 
We empower our children to engage with the deep questions of life, to lis-
ten to their inner knowing and to speak up respectfully but firmly when 
something doesn’t feel right. In expanding children’s spiritual awareness, it 
fosters their capacities and skills to be discerning, to question, to interpret, 
to think critically, to seek truth and make connections as well as meaning in 

their lives.  
It’s the sense of awe on the children’s faces and 
the calmness that envelopes a class or an entire school during reflection 
time, a liturgy or when they enter a Church. They can sense the sacred. With 
you all we commit to achieving the best in ourselves and to make the world 
a better place.  The children experience Jesus values through their  
relationships with each other, their teachers and community. This way of 
being together creates the space to deeply engage in their learning across 

all curriculum areas and beyond. It sets the social tone and it is assuring to receive feedback that this 
can be felt as soon as you walk into our school. 
Our school is a place of dialogue and respect for others. We strive to work in unity with local  
community and like all of our local schools, we constantly work at doing what we do well, even  
better. 
 

I have worked in both systems and indeed across the education system, whether government or  
private, devoted people work hard to ensure their children’s needs are being met. Every child is  
different so there cannot be a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach to schooling. It is about finding the best  
fit for your child. We are fortunate to have the choice of many good schools here in Castlemaine.  
St. Mary’s, along with all of our local schools, has the interests of students at heart. All schools offer 
genuine options for families to consider.   
 

Despite the atrocities of the past there is a renewed sense of hope in our 
education system. This is a time of honesty and accountability. In a world 
of increasing turmoil, more than ever we need to stand together with you 
in relationship, so we can truly remain open to new potential, embracing 

differences and diversity and continue our work on 
building rich communities of learners where  
children can experience joy and inspiration, as well 
as feel safe and well supported to grow and thrive 
as young people.  



 

  

Castlemaine is a place where you can feel the collective energy in the town to work actively in  
creating a sustainable and peaceful world. We are thankful for this mindset and our children  
experience this through our sustainability, social and wellbeing work. We value the contributions 
made by so many local groups like our indigenous elders. Our children gained further insight into how 
to care for the earth and each other through the indigenous teaching they received by local Elders. 
These teachings were in sync with catholic social teachings on stewardship for each other and the 
earth. We are in the process of naming our refurbished building which was one of the original school 
buildings using a local indigenous name meaning wellbeing and healing. We thank the local council, 
the shire, Phee Broadway Theatre, our local library, The Midland Express, St. Vincent De Paul Society, 
parishioners, businesses and all of the many local groups and people who support us in our work.  
 

Our schools are part of an evolving system and we continue to 
work collectively to inspire our children. We will never forget  
the devastation caused by the abuse in the church. Child safety 
is paramount and embedded in our culture. It is our goal that our 
children leave our school with the confidence as well as the  
dispositions and capabilities they need to succeed. In order to 
achieve fullness of life we believe that the beliefs and values  
that they have developed enhances life-giving relationships,  
instills a sense of justice and has provoked, as Dr. Paul Sharkey 
puts it, ‘their ongoing search for what is good, right, relevant 
and true in their culture and world.’ 

 
Ash Wednesday Mass  
Our school community celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass yesterday 
and our staff were commissioned for this year. Ash Wednesday is a 
holy day of prayer, fasting, and repentance. It is preceded by Shrove 
Tuesday which is traditionally a day when pantries are 
emptied of foods in preparation for fasting during 

lent. Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, which is the six weeks of preparing  
before Easter. Lent also marks the start of Project Compassion. Boxes will be placed 
in each classroom with more information sent home in the coming weeks.  
If you would like a project compassion box for your home, please contact the Parish. 

 

Children in Bangladesh School Say Thank 
you for School Uniform!  
The families and children of Australia Blue International School and 
College in Bangladesh would like me to pass on their sincere thanks 
for the donations of our previous uniform. The children who can’t 
afford the school dress are wearing our previous ones and our 
shirts as well as fleece tops are being worn. Many of the girls  
pictured are wearing the dress & fleece and some of the boys are 
wearing the shirts. This is a great way of recycling as well as  
offering assistance to others. 
 
 
 

Family Mass last Sunday  
Thank you for bringing your children to Mass on Sunday. It was a special Mass and so many people 
commented on how beautiful the singing was. 
 



 

  

Security and Playground Maintenance 
We have had an ongoing problem with dogs in our playground after 
hours. Unfortunately, their owners haven’t been picking up after 
them when they go to the toilet. This has been an issue for some 
time now. We have also had some minor vandalism as well as rubbish 
being left in our grounds over the weekends in particular. It has 
therefore become necessary to close our grounds to the public  
outside of school operating hours. We are putting signs up at the  
entrance gates. We have also been advised to have some security 
cameras fitted in order to assist police if further vandalism occurs. 
We want you all to feel welcome here at St. Mary’s. If our student’s 
families wish to spend time in the playground before or after school 
that is ok. We ask that you make sure that gates are closed when you 
leave. If your child wishes to bring their pet to school for a visit you 
will need to organise this beforehand with your child’s teacher. We 
have to comply with OH&S requirements around pets in the school. 
Thank you for your understanding and support. These measures have 
been taken with the interests of your children at heart. 

 
 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity Survey (ECSI) 
We sent home letters to invite you to participate in the ECSI survey which will assist us in better  
understanding how our Catholic Identity is expressed in work and practice here at St. Mary’s  
Castlemaine. 
 

The Catholic University in Leuven, was commissioned by the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria 
Ltd (CECV) to design a process and tools, based on sound research, to accomplish the goal of under-
standing our current Catholic identity and where the school community might like to see itself in the 
future. 
 

The ECSI survey is a key element in this process and your participation would be very useful.  The 
online survey gathers responses from students in Years 5 and 6, all staff, and a representative sample 
of parents. 
 

Ride to School Day 
On Thursday March 21st we encourage all of our children to ride, walk or scoot all 
or part of their way to school if possible. They may arrive from 8.15am. Breakfast 
is provided and there will be cycling activities as well as a visit from Paddy with his 
unique bicycle collection. It would be great to have a couple of helpers on this 
morning. See me if you are able to assist. 
 

Casserole Bank 
Thank you to those who were on our casserole bank last year. If you would like to be on our list for 
this year can you let Kari know. Thank you. 
 
Reconciliation Information Evening Monday March 18th 7pm Library 
You are all invited to attend this session being facilitated by Denise Arnell. Denise is very skilled at  
engaging her participant’s in these workshops and in connecting scripture to 
our lives. 
 



 

  

School Closure dates: 
We are dedicated to continuing our professional growth and by law we need to engage in ongoing 
professional learning. The following dates will allow time for some of this. 
 
Please add to your calendars: 

Friday March 29th Whole Staff Inquiry Learning PD  
Friday June 7th Whole Staff First Aid Training  
Monday November 4th Whole Staff report writing  

 
One of the most rewarding experiences as  
educators is to see children grow not only  
academically but also socially and emotionally.  
‘A child’s behaviour is like an iceberg’ highlights 
so well that we need to take time to really get  
to know our children. To ask the question,  
‘Why and what is going on for that them?’ For  
all of us as parents, we seek the best for our  
children, that they are safe, secure and happy. 

That they are learning, developing and growing. As educators,  
we not only look at your child but all of our children. As a school, 
we are one very large family made up of all sorts of characters. 
Each character helping to build the character of the other through 
their successes and challenges. What our children are learning  
now through their interaction with others are hopefully life skills. 
Skills that will provide them with social and emotional strategies 
that set them up for success and to better cope with challenges 
into the future.  
 
Kind regards, 
Bronwyn Phillips, 
Principal. 



 

  

 
 
 

11th 

 PLEASE NOTE CHANGE  
OF DATE 
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School Photo Day - Monday, 25th March 2019 –  

Arthur Reed Photos  

We will be coming to take annual school photos at St Mary’s Primary School on 25th March, 

2019. 

Ordering has changed this year, so you do not need to purchase photos before photo day.     

Instead you will be able to view and select the images of your child to be included in their   

photo package in our new web shop. 

Go online now and follow these 3 easy steps- 

1. Grab your phone and go to https://order.arphotos.com.au  

2. Enter the image code from your child’s individual flyer (already handed out by your child’s teacher) 

3. Fill in YOUR mobile number and email address. Do this for all of your children at this school. 
 

That’s it! You’ll be notified by email/SMS when images are ready to view and purchase! 

In our NEW web shop you can MIX & MATCH the images included in your package; 

Choose ANY layout, ANY pose or image and purchase Multiple image digital downloads. 

To be notified when images are ready to view - Register Now. 

School PhotosSchool PhotosSchool Photos   

https://order.arphotos.com.au


 

  

P & F News . . . 

CALENDAR: 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of 
St Mary’s PS”  
Thursday 21st March – P & F Meeting, 9.15am staffroom 

Friday 22nd March  –  Social Friday – Goldfields Track Cafe,  

  Harcourt, 7pm 

Friday 5th April  –  Easter raffle, bonnet parade &  

  Fish n chip lunch  

Friday 14th June  –  Dads Night, Essendon vs Hawthorn, Buckley Room  

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports & Food truck night, TBA 

Sunday 27th October  –  St Mary’s SpringFest & Long Lunch 

St Mary’s Footy Tipping 

 see next page! 

Terracycle 

Colgate Community Challenge! 
 

We have joined the Colgate 

Challenge again this year! Start 

collecting your waste including  

toothbrushes, packaging &    

containers of any brand. Our 

school will gain points for each 

load of waste and go in draw to 

win garden prizes for our school!  

See more information  

on next page! 

St Mary’s 

Social Fridays 

 

Friday 22nd March 

7pm, 

Goldfields Track Ca-

fé, Harcourt.  

 

RSVP by 20th March to 

Jo Lawrence 

Easter Egg  

Donations  

needed for our annual 

Easter Egg Raffle! 
 

Egg donations & Easter gifts 

for hampers can be left in a 

basket at reception! Thank 

you! 

 

Last Day of Term Easter Celebrations! 

Friday 5th April 

 

Fish n Chip lunch 

$2 per child (give to teacher on day) 

Assembly including drawing the   
Easter Raffle, Bonnet Parade & a visit 

by the Easter Bunny! 

 

St Vincents Fashion      

Parade & Mothers Day 

Lunch 

 

Date to be         
advised 

Dads Night! 

Friday 14th June 

7pm 

 

Essendon vs Hawthorn 

 

A night just for the 

dads to enjoy a 

Save the Date! 
 

St Mary’s SpringFest & 
Long Lunch 

Sunday October 27th 

12.30pm 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
St Vincent de Paul Coin 

Drive! 

A collection tin will be 

located in the  

foyer all year! 

Food Bank - 

St Mary’s is continuing 
its food bank to help 

families in need within 
the school community. 
If you would like to be 
on the contact list to 

make emergency meals 
please pass your name 

and contact details onto 
Kari Aldridge (mob 

0402076340) 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FLEXIBUZZ APP DOWNLOAD 

Log on to:  http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/au/school-app/ 

and download it onto your mobile telephone. 

You will be asked to join a group, where we will accept it our end.   

It is our major communication link. 

Please see information on the following page. 

St Mary’s Footy  

Tipping 

This year the P&F will be running a Footy Tipping Competition.  

Jo Lawrence our Treasurer has kindly set up online tipping.  This is a fundraiser 

event for our school.   

The joining fee is $20 per person or family. This competition will be a whole  

season prediction completed prior to Round 1.   

 

Extended family and friends are also welcome to join! The more members the 

more money for prizes!  

 

If you wish to join please fill out the form below and return to the office with your  

money by week beginning Monday 18th March, upon receipt of this we will  

email you the link to join the online competition. 
 

 

 

St. Mary’s Footy Tipping Competition 2019 
 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Family Name ___________________ Email address __________________________ 

 

Total: $______________ 



 

  

 

Colgate Community Garden 
 

The Committee has registered St Mary’s to participate in the Terracycle Colgate 

Community Garden again this year.  This a great initiative to recycle used tooth-

brushes, containers, and packaging. Any brand accepted and please leave in 

the green wheely bin located in the foyer of the school.  Spread the word, our  

aim is to involve the whole community with collection points at the school and  

Castlemaine Fitness Centre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to Vote DAILY for our school also following the link below - not only does 

our school go into a draw to win garden prizes but also the more votes the more 

chances of winning recycled garden sets and upcylcled pencil cases. 

 

See Flyer and Vote for our School St Mary’s Castlemaine at https://

www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting 

 

Entries and voting closes 30th September 2019! START COLLECTING & 
VOTING NOW!!! 

 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  

Community News . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  


