
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 4, Issue 10 

Thursday, December 13th, 2018  

TERM DATES 

December 
Monday 17th 

Whole School Graduation  
Mass - 6:00pm 
Youth and Recorder Group  
Carols - (Busking outside 
Target) - 9:10am  
Parents welcome! 

 

January 
Wednesday 30th 
Thursday 31st 

Literacy Testing - 
Booking Required 

Tuesday 18th 

Final Day of School 
12:30 Assembly 
1:30pm Family Picnic Lunch 
Buses running normal time  

 

February 1st Students resume full-time 

Wednesday 
19th 
Thursday 20th 

Numeracy Testing - 
Booking Required 

 

  

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

 

  
Our School Vision 
 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith 

and united in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for    

excellence; actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  

 
 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL GRADUATION MASS 

MONDAY, 17TH DECEMBER - 6:00PM 



 

  

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St. Mary’s,  

At the beginning of this week we lit the second candle on our Advent wreath which symbolises Love. 
Jesus own life exemplified a life of love. He led by example showing us how to love and to be loved. 
This, Pope Francis said, “Is God’s dream for man.” 
In preparing for Jesus’ birthday we could reflect upon how we can demonstrate love for mankind as 
well as receive love from others to do what we can to lift the vibration of our planet and contribute 
to a world of peace and harmony.  
Next week, after your child’s Numeracy interview you will receive your child’s report along with their 
2018 Learning Journal’s. The 2019 School Calendar is on our website. It provides, as best we can at 
this stage, the dates for next year. Please check the dates within this newsletter for the ‘end of year’ 
events that are coming up, especially our last day of school arrangements. Wishing you a great  
weekend and hope that you’re able to catch a moment of rest and reflection.  
 

The Final Day of Classes for Students on Tuesday December 18th Program 
Is As Follows  
9.00 – 11.00 am Classroom Christmas Activities for students. 
Whole school community are invited at 12.30 pm for our Final Assembly to 
be held in the Church 
1.15pm family picnic on the oval (BYO picnic and drinks) BBQ provided 
2.15 A special visitor. 
2.30 pm children may go home with you or finish the day at school and go 
home as usual at 3.15. 
Buses will run as per usual on Tuesday for those who still need to catch 
their bus.  
Please note that Wednesday and Thursday are Numeracy testing days. You 
may collect reports and Learning Journals after your child’s testing session. 

 
St. Mary’s Parish Come together to Celebrate 
Many members of our St. Mary’s community enjoyed a magnificent 
meal together last evening at St. Mary’s presbytery. It was an occa-
sion to thank the contributions of us all throughout the year. Special 
thanks to Fr. Wahid for his generous hospitality and to all of the pa-
rishioners who contributed to this special occasion.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird and Butterfly Sanctuary  

Update 

This area is looking great with  
the addition of the retaining walls and soil.  
 
 



 

  

The seating has arrived and we thank Mike & Gus Freeman, David Lawrence and Daniel Vance for     

assembling the new seating. The next stage is to plant the plum tree, concrete in the bench seats and 

put in some steps. Your fantastic support has helped us enormously and the children are looking      

forward to using this space:} 

Going Up Day 

No doubt your children have shared some news with you about their 2019 class. We do hope that they 

enjoyed their first session together on Tuesday morning. From the discussions I have had with children 

afterwards they are feeling very positive about the opportunities that await in 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Potato Harvest 
Our children delighted in  
discovering an abundant crop 
of potatoes as they dug into 
the soil this morning. Students 
will weigh and bag this crop as 
part of their Numeracy work 
this week. You may purchase their organic potatoes on Tuesday December 18th after our final              
assembly for the year.  
Congratulations everyone on the super job you have done in planting and caring for our crop. 

 
Yr 6 Captains Milkshake Morning Tea and Year 6 Day Out 
Our senior students enjoyed their milkshake and conversation on 
Tuesday morning at, ‘The Cadillac Café. This was a celebration of their 
fine leadership over the year. After collaborating as a group it was 
decided that we would spend their traditional final day out as a Year 
6 St. Mary’s class at, ‘The Zone Fun Park’ followed by a refreshing 
swim at the Kangaroo Flat Aquatics centre which is named,  
‘The Gurri Wanyarra’.  



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you Marian 
It has been a joy hearing the voices of our children singing along 

with the guitar each week. Marian has shared her gift of music with 
us this year along with her song writing skills. Our children have  

thoroughly enjoyed their singing sessions with 
Marian and we thank her for being so generous 

with her time. 
 
Numeracy & Literacy Testing 
Please book in your timeslot as soon as  
possible if you haven’t already done so. Children’s reports and learning  
journals will be given out at the completion of their numeracy testing on  
Wednesday or Thursday. 
 
Watering Roster 
Thank you to those who are able to assist us   

watering over the holidays. A roster will be emailed to you and we 
are having a briefing after the school picnic on Tuesday at 2.30pm if 
you are able to make it. We will go over what needs to be watered 
and where to source the water from. 
 

 
Art Exhibition Success 
Congratulations St. Mary’s on your work 
being selected for the Catholic Education 
Week 12th to 17th of March 2018 VISUAL 
ARTS EXHIBITION ‘Growing Young in 
Christ’. Your work will be exhibited in 
Melbourne for many to admire. Our  
dedicated Visual Arts teacher, Mrs. Byrne 
has written the following descriptions of 
the children’s work: 
The whimsical Crackle of Cockatoos Tree 
is an upcycled 150year old cowl, an old 
metal chimney from our newly renovated 

original school building. The cowls were saved and used as a base to create student driven abstract, 
environmental concept, quirky trees to be used as props in our environmentally themed 2018 produc-
tion Safari. Our school was awarded 5 stars this year by Resource Smart Victoria and thus it was fitting 
to celebrate and reinforce the school’s beliefs on “How we live sustainably” at St. Mary’s and in the 
community. All the materials used in the trees were sourced from the school. Nothing was bought. 
The Habitats Tree focuses on specific environments such as swallow nests, caves, wooden bird boxes, 
insect bamboo nests, big wide bird land nests, water, the desert and the tundra where a range of 
creatures live. Mediums used include recycled materials: wire, tin, cotton material, foam, shells, paint, 
coconut fibre, wool, tree clippings and corks.  



 

  

That was part of the criteria as was, that with every tree there had to be a point of difference either 
in use of medium or the message the tree was trying to convey. The Crackle of Cockatoos Tree      
focuses on an Australian icon, an image that  
Australians can very much relate to, a crackle of cockies sitting in a gum tree. Mediums used include 
tree clippings, various types of wire, feathers, recycled buttons and recycled cushion wadding.  
Students worked in groups, collaborated ideas, sketched tree designs, sourced materials, created 
trees and reflected on their creation. Students were always moving in and out of this process, never 
stagnant, to ultimately feel that their group was satisfied with what they had created. every tree 
there had to be a point of difference either in use of medium or the message the tree was trying to 
convey.  

Reports & Student Achievement 
Our teachers have been writing your children’s reports following  
analysis of post assessments. Much growth has been evidenced in our 
children’s learning over this year. Indeed, there is much to  
celebrate!  
As a staff we focus regularly on evaluating the effects we have on our 
students and adjust teaching methods accordingly. We are a visible 
learning school. Visible learning involves teachers seeing learning 
through the eyes of students; and students seeing teaching as the 
key to their ongoing learning. When learning is visible the student 
knows what to do and how to do it and the teacher knows if learning 
is occurring or not. Teaching and learning is visible when the learning 

goal is not only challenging but is explicit. We need to be continually aware of the impact we are 
having on our students and from the evidence of this impact, we make decisions about changing  
approaches to meet children’s needs. 
 
Nine Mind Frames of Effective Teachers: 
1.  Evaluators of the effect of their teaching on pupil’s learning.  

2. ‘Change Agents’ who take responsibility for enhancing all pupils   

 learning.  

3.  Talk about how pupils learn and not about how teachers teach.  

4.  See assessment as feedback about their impact.  

5.  Engage in dialogue not monologue with pupils. 

6.  Enjoy the challenge and engage pupils in the challenge. 

7.  Develop positive relationships with pupils that foster effective learning.  

8.  Have a common and shared language of learning which is understood by all.  

9.  Teach students the value of:  
      Concentration, perseverance and  
      deliberate practice.  
 
ART OF TEACHING: EXPERT TEACHERS  
ENSURE PUPILS:  

 are clear of learning intentions 
 have challenging success criteria 
 use a range of learning strategies 
 know when students are not  
 progressing 
 provide feedback 
 visibly learn themselves 

 
 
 

 



 

  

SO THAT STUDENTS: 
 understand learning intentions 
 are challenged by success criteria 
 develop a range of learning strategies 
 know when they are not progressing 
 seek feedback 
 visibly teach themselves 

 
Year 5 Leadership 
Our Year 5 children practiced the following leadership  
dispositions during this week’s leadership challenge which 
was to build a two lane bridge with pegs that would sup-
port itself. Thank you to Jennie and Max for leading this  
session. Our children worked hard together to achieve the 
goal. 

 teamwork 
 critical thinking 
 optimism 
 self-control 
 communication 
 creativity  
 persistence 

 

 
Library Books 
Could all library books be returned ASAP so that we can do a stocktake before the  
end of the year. Thank you:} 
 

Garlic for Sale  
The children harvested a bumper crop of garlic and have  

prepared braids and bunches for sale which are in the  
front foyer. 

 
Thank you Parents & Friends 
Our P&F committee have continued to meet regularly with the purpose of supporting our school.  
Together with you all much has been achieved, the latest funds raised helping fund soft  
furnishings for the library and the fountain, bench seating and work in our Bird and Butterfly  
Sanctuary.  Thank you, our wonderful community, for your support of our school. As a whole we  
have all gained greatly from the gift of your time, effort and support.  
 

Love is God’s gift to us”  

Pope Francis 

Kind regards,                                      
Bronwyn Phillips (Principal)              
 

Reminder . . . if anyone knows of any student who attended 

St. Mary’s School in 2012 as a Yr. 6 student, could you 

please remind them of End of School Mass this Monday at 6:00pm 



 

  

 

 NUMERACY TESTING 
WEDNESDAY, 19TH & THURSDAY, 20TH DECEMBER, 2018 

Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use 

code:  jqje2 to login and make an appointment time 

with your child’s 2019 teacher. 

LITERACY TESTING 
WEDNESDAY, 30TH & THURSDAY, 31ST JANUARY, 2019 

Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use 

code:  xz3zm to login and make an appointment time 

with your child’s 2019 teacher. 

mailto:www.schoolinterviews.com.au
mailto:www.schoolinterviews.com.au


 

  

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

P & F News . . . 

 

END OF YEAR 
B-B-Q 

Tuesday, 18th December 
 

12:30pm Family Mass 
followed by 

1:15pm Family Picnic 
B-B-Q supplied 

Ladies Night 
 
The next Ladies Night to be held on 

Friday 14th December 7pm at The  

Empyre Boutique Hotel – 68 Mostyn 

Street, C/Maine.  

 

BRING A FRIEND ALONG! 

 

For new parents at the 

school the P&F has a private Facebook 

Group set up to stay up to date, ask 

any questions you may have or even if 

you’re unsure what uniform is to be 

worn!!  
 

Search for 

Ladies of St Mary’s PS 

on Facebook! 

 

St Mary’s Long Lunch 

Save the Date Sunday 24th March 
2019. An event to showcase our 
school, the focus of sustainability, a 
chance to relax, and enjoy a long 
lunch. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation.  We are seeking volunteers for 
the event. If you are interested in 
helping organise the event and/or on 
the day please email Kari on 
ckaldridge@bigpond.com 

P&F 2019 

As the year comes to an end the Committee 
are looking forward to welcoming new   
members next year. Please give this some 
consideration, we have a wonderful group of 
mums that have worked well together to help 
improve things around the school or organise 
fun events for the children.  There will be an 
AGM at the beginning of 2019 to decide roles. 
Please come along even if you cannot stay for 
entire meeting or cannot come every month 
any time you have is greatly appreciated. 

Merry Christmas & a Safe 
New Year to everyone! 

 
 

Friday 14th December – Ladies Night- Empyre Boutique Hotel, 7pm 

* SAVE THE DATE* - 12 noon Sunday 24th March 2019, St Mary’s Long Lunch 

mailto:ckaldridge@bigpond.com


 

   

Yr. 5 Leadership . . . 



 

  

Potato Harvest . . . 



 

  

Community News . . 



 

  

Parish News . . . 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

Come and join us as we celebrate 
Christmas together 

 
 
When: Christmas Day 
 Wednesday, 25th December 

 
Where: St. Mary’s Hall 
 Cnr. Hargraves & Lyttleton Streets 

 
Time: 12:00 - 2:00pm 

 
R.S.V.P. 5470 6091 - please leave a message 
 or email castlemaine@cam.org.au 
 

 

This is a non-alcohol free event and is being 

organised by St. Mary’s Parish and 

St. Vincent de Paul, 

together with several local entities for all in 

the community. 

mailto:castlemaine@cam.org.au


 

  



 

  


