
 

  

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Newsletter  
Term 3, Issue 7 

Thursday September 5th, 2019  

TERM DATES 

September 
Thursday, 5th 

Assembly - 2:40pm 
School Library 

 

Sunday, 13th 

Confirmation Commitment 
Mass 
 
Lucas Davis & Sebastian 
Salvatore - First Communion 

Thursday, 12th 

Holy Name of Mary Day - 
 Free Dress Day 
 Donations of non 

            perishable food 
 Lunchtime Disco 

 

Tuesday, 15th Prep 2020 Interviews 

Wednesday, 18th 

Mt. Alexander Chess 
Challenge 9:00am-2:30pm 
 
Twilight Sports - 2:00pm 

 

Tuesday, 22nd 
Confirmation Information 
Evening - 7:00pm 

Thursday, 19th 

No Assembly. 
Reading Hour -  
Parents are invited to join  
their child/ren for reading -  
2:30pm 

 

Friday, 25th 
St. Mary’s Grazing Platter 
Night & Photo Exhibition 
Launch  - 5:30pm  

Friday, 20th 

Soup & Roll Lunch 
 
End of Term 3 -  
2:30pm Finish 

 

Saturday, 26th - 
Monday, 28th 

Photo Exhibition - Sat, Sun, 
Mon - 10:00am - 1:00pm 

October 
Monday, 7th  

Term 4 commences 

 November 
Monday, 4th 
 
 
Tuesday, 5th 
 

 
School Closure - Report 
Writing Day 
 
MELBOURNE CUP  
HOLIDAY 

Phone:  5472 2270 
Fax:   5470 5042 
Email:   principal@smcastlemaine.catholic.edu.au 
Facebook:  St. Mary’s Primary School Welcomes You 

Our School Vision 
We are an empowered and sustainable learning community, centred in faith 
and united in our respect and responsibility for all of creation; we strive for excellence; 
actively living, learning, caring and growing together.  



 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  
 
A hearty breakfast in good company and with loved ones was enjoyed by our community last Friday 
morning.   Our children were delighted to share this special occasion with their families and friends.  

 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Principal’s Award: Royce Williams, Thomas Davis, Maddy Drohan & Max Lenan 

Respectful Award: Logan Browne-Kerr & Harper Vance 

Responsible Award: Dylan Pozar, Miles Cheesman & Michael Ma 

Resilient Award: Georgia Morelli & Gabby McCord 

Wonder Award: Evie Nuttall, Charlie McShanag & Hannah Cochrane 

Believe Award: Nynbol Lino 

Persevere Award: Ryan Mulholland & Bianca Lawrence 

Create Award: Frieda Brinkmann, Quinn Vance & Samuel Aldridge 

School Captain Awards: Oliver Grainger, Adam Lagman & Amelia Lizzul 

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people. Thank you 
for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, for sharing it now and       
educating us for the future. 
We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge  
their spiritual connection to Country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

to Miles Cheesman, Heidi Neugebauer, Spencer Grainger, Arjun Singh, Lachlan McMahon, 
Niamh Keane, Rohan Singh, Farley Bracken & Katiana Blake-Zboril  

who celebrate their birthdays in September. 



 

  

 
 
Our breakfast symbolised our gratitude to 
our fathers and families as well as 
acknowledged all those who play a role in 
raising our children. We also understand 
that Father’s Day can be a difficult day for 
some, bringing up complex feelings and 
emotions. We are thinking of you too and 
pray for you.  
 

We celebrated all of the love and care that 
devoted parents, grandparents and carers 
give to their precious children. Special 
thanks to Peddling Pastries & Bakers  
Delight for baking and supplying the  
delicious pastries and bread. We also  
appreciate the effort the students and 
teachers made to prepare our breakfast. 
Thank you for joining us for breakfast on this morning in the spirit of celebrating together as a  
connected and supportive community. 

 
St. Mary’s Book Fair & Raffle 
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser. We hope that 
you have enjoyed perusing the array of books that we 
have on offer in the library. We have made over $300.00 
commission from our sales so we will choose books to this 
value from the books on offer. The children pictured were 
the lucky winners of our book fair raffle. Jufuor, Charli, 
Harper and Sebastian all received a $15.00 book voucher 
to spend at the Book Fair. Our thanks to Barb Burchett for 
her tireless efforts in keeping our library fresh and up to 
date and for organising our Book Fair. 

 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)  
NAPLAN 2019 reporting packages will be delivered this week and will include a printed Individual  
Student Report for each student who participated in NAPLAN in 2019. These reports will be sent home 
with year 3 and year 5 children. Please make contact with us if you would like to discuss your child’s 
results. 
 
Happy Holiday Fr. Wahid!  
Fr. Wahid is currently taking a break in sunny Queensland. We hope that he 
enjoys a good rest. He will return on September 20th. 

 
Footy Tipping 
Congratulations to Chris Lane who won our footy tipping tournament. Thank you 
Chris for generously donating your winnings to the school. We will put the money 
towards books for the library.  
 
 

Contact Details - Ambulance Membership 
We encourage you to arrange Ambulance membership for your family if you haven’t already done so. 
We have had occasions when we have had to ring an ambulance and membership fees are significantly 
lower than the cost of a trip in the ambulance.  
 
 



 

  

In the interests of child safety protocols please ensure that your contact details and all emergency  
details are up to date. We have also had times when we have been unable to contact a parent and 
there have been no current emergency contacts listed. 
 
Twilight Sports 
The children are getting excited about our Twilight Sports coming up on 
September 18th. The events will begin at 2.00pm with the children  
marching onto the oval in their teams and finish at approximately 6pm. 
We welcome you to bring an afternoon tea picnic and enjoy the events.  
A coffee van will supply coffee and tea for those who wish to purchase 
warm drinks.  
 

Mt Alexander Chess Challenge 
If your child would like to take part in the  
Mt. Alexander Chess Challenge, please fill out the 
permission form via CareMonkey.  
Years 4-6 children may attend. Please note that 
you will need to arrange transport to CSC as well 
as from CSC. Our Twilight Sports begin at 2pm. 
Your child may be picked up from CSC at 1.50 and 
brought back to school for the start of our sports. 
You may stay and watch the Chess playing if you 
would like to.  
Please ring us if you have any questions. 
 

Staff Annual Review Meetings 
As a staff we are proactive in our work and we constantly evaluate our practice and improve our 
knowledge and skills. The staff Annual Review Meeting has the purpose of compliance but more       
importantly it is an opportunity for our staff to reflect on their learning and celebrate their growth as 
an educator this year. It is a time to share successes as well as challenges. It also provides time to 
speak about professional learning, future goals and our vision for the work we do. It is always inspiring 
to engage with our staff and their Annual Review Meeting next week allows 1-1 time with me to talk 
about aspirations in their work. Like all the work we do the ultimate goal is to continue to do the very 
best we can to support our children holistically in their learning. 

 
Holy Name of Mary Feast Day 
On Thursday September 12th is our Patron’s feast day. Children may come dressed in  
casual clothes ready for our disco at 2pm. Children will also be creating a portrait of Mary 
according to their interpretation of her. 
 

Reading Hour in Australia & St Mary’s! 
On Thursday September 19th 2019, we will stop what we’re doing and pick 
up a book!  Rather than have our assembly at 2.30pm we invite you to join 
your child/children in the classrooms or library and read. We value this  
initiative which encourages Australians to either rediscover or introduce 
themselves to the benefits of reading; to take the time to learn, escape 
and relax. 
In children, reading has been shown to help with identity formation,  
setting them up for success in the future. In adults, reading has been 
shown to reduce stress by 68% more than listening to music, going for a walk, or having a cup of tea. 
We hope that you can join us from 2.30 until 3.15 (You may stay later if you like) to immerse ourselves 
in literature. 



 

  

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 
Have you ever had one of those mornings getting the kids to school? 
St Mary’s Primary School are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s experiences 
preparing to leave the house. Whether it be getting ready for school, kinder or crèche, the park,  
supermarket or the family holiday. It could be funny or crazy or it might be just short of complete  
chaos. We want to capture it all! 
Our goal is to bring people together in recognition of the moments that test us as parents and carers. 
In these moments may we make time to stop, laugh and discover gratitude for what is, finding solace 
in that we are not alone. 
Your photos will be included in a community photo exhibition called ‘Whimsical Mornings – Hanging 
by a Thread’. The event can be found on Facebook. 
The exhibition will be launched at St Mary’s Hall on Friday 25th October, and will be on display 
through to Monday 28th October. 
Funds raised will go towards a new interactive outdoor play area for the children of St Mary’s Primary 
School. 

St. Mary’s P&F Fundraiser 
I would like to acknowledge as well as commend the efforts of our most enthusiastic and proactive 
‘Whimsical Mornings – Hanging by a Thread’ committee who have put many hours of work collaborat-
ing and preparing for what promises to be a fantastic community celebration of art, humanity and 
parenthood. To all of our families, parishioners and local community, your contribution towards this 
event will be valued be it assisting, attending one of the exhibitions and/or submitting a photo. The 
details below are outlined on the flyer. We appreciate your interest and attention. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soup & Roll Lunch 
Our Parent’s & Friends committee are providing a cup of soup with a roll on the last 
day of the term. Soup will be served from 1.00pm at a cost of $2.00 for a cup of soup 
and a roll. 
 

Communication Boards 
We do our best to keep you informed about all  
aspects of school life. In addition to what we already 
do via the newsletter, Facebook, CareMonkey,  
Flexibuzz, school calendar, staff emails and our  
website, you will notice the addition of communica-
tion boards outside your children’s classrooms from 
now and the beginning of next term. We hope that they give you a further avenue to keep  
informed about what is happening in your child’s classroom. We ask that you make some time to read 
the newsletter each week. It is the central document we use to let you know about school activities as 
well as up and coming events. 

 

Speech Pathologist Hayley Millard  
Some of our families have already engaged the services of our speech 
pathologist here at St. Mary’s on a Wednesday or a Thursday. I have 
met with Hayley Millard who has been working in this area for over 7 
years. Most of her experience has been with primary age children. 
Your child may attend 5 visits which can be subsidised by Medicare. 
The Medicare rebate under the Chronic Disease Management (CDM) 
Program is $53.80 per session. Families need to see their GP to  

determine eligibility for a CDM plan. Hayley can provide families with more information about the 
CDM program, as required. You may contact Hayley directly on 0490460429 if you would like to  
discuss with her what she can offer your child. 



 

  

Outdoor Classroom Plans  
We are in the process of creating an outdoor learning/play area under 
the library. Our whiteboard has arrived and our blackboard is in transit. 
We will also use some of our older tables and chairs. If you have  
anything you would like to donate to this space let us know. The  
purpose is to develop an area outdoors where the children can draw, 
create and play. 

 

Map of Australia 
It would be great to add more detail to the map of Australia which is painted on 
the wall under the library. If any of you are keen, we would like to add states, cit-
ies names, perhaps some wildflowers, etc. Let us know if this is something that 
you would like to help us with. Thank you. 
 
Second hand Uniform – Calling for Donations 
If you have any of our current uniform items that you no longer need you may 
donate them to our second hand uniform cupboard. We can then pass these 
items on to those who need them. Thankyou. 
 

 
It’s Time to Enrol Now for 2020 
Our numbers are increasing and we have been consistently showing 
new families through our school.  If you know of anyone who is  
interested in sending their children to our school in 2020 encourage 
them to make contact now. This assists us with staffing and planning 
for next year. 

 
 

Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Name of Mary Day  
Thurday 12th September 

Free Dress Day! 

Donations of non  

perishable food or  

gold coin! 

Lunch Time Disco 

Join us in the  Dhelkunya Dja 

room for some fab songs,  

awesome games and prizes! 



 

  

Father’s & Families Day Breakfast . . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  

P & F News . . . 

Calendar Dates:- 

 

Wednesday 18th September – Twilight Sports, 2pm 

Thursday 19th September – P&F Meeting, staff room 9.15am 

Friday 20th September – Last day of term, Soup for lunch  

Friday 25th October - Launch Photo Exhibition launch, see flyer to be sent home 

Sunday 1st December  - Vision Portraits Fundraiser, St Mary’s School 

Find the P&F private group on Facebook – “Ladies of St Mary’s PS”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next P&F Meeting Thursday 19th September, 9.15am, Staffroom.  

All welcome! 

 

Vision Portrait Fundraiser 

 
Sunday 1st December @  

St. Mary’s School 

 
Please see flyer and use link to 

book your place! Be quick places 

will fill up fast!  

 

A lovely family photo to give  

family and friends! 

Colgate Fundraiser 

Collection will continue all year around!  

Any brand accepted and please leave in a 

collection box located in the foyer of the 

school & Castlemaine Fitness Centre.     

 

 

 
 

Be sure to Vote DAILY until September 30th 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/

contests/colgategardenvoting 

Last Day of Term 
Friday 20th September 

Soup & Roll for lunch 

provided by the P&F 
$2 per serve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footy Tipping 

WINNERS! 

 
 

1st: Lawrie O’Shea $100 

2nd: Clare Grainger $50 

3rd: Chris Lane $20 

 

Thank you to those who  

donated their winnings  

back to the school 

PHOTO EXHIBITION 

WHIMSICAL MORNINGS 

– HANGING BY A THREAD 

YOUR PHOTOS WANTED! 

We are inviting you to share a photo or two of your family’s experi-
ences preparing to leave the house.  Whether it be getting ready for 
school, kinder or crèche, the park, supermarket or the family holiday.  
It could be funny or crazy or it might be just short of complete chaos.  

We want to capture it all! 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
EXHIBITION OPENING NIGHT 

25
th 

OCTOBER 6-9PM 
 

SEE FLYER FOR FURTHER  
DETAILS 

 
SUBMISSION CLOSURE 

DATE 
7

th
 OCTOBER 

https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
https://www.terracycle.com.au/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting


 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  

Community News . . . 



 

  



 

  



 

  


